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Revised Writing in the Discipline Guidelines 
February 2019 

 
 
PRESENT GUIDELINES 
Writing-in-the-Discipline 
(passed by LAS faculty on 5/18/1988) 
 
As part of their major, students shall successfully complete at least one course which requires extensive 
writing.  This course should be taken before the beginning of the student’s last semester.  Students shall 
write and revise at least 15-18 pages of writing involving three papers per semester (or 10-15 pages of 
writing involving two papers per quarter).  Each department offering a major shall designate at least one 
two- or three-hundred level course as a Writing-in-the-Discipline course. The course must be regularly 
taught by a tenured or tenure-track faculty member.  While many departments may revise existing 
courses to meet the requirements for this designation, others, particularly in such disciplines as 
mathematics and the sciences, may wish to attach a writing component to an existing course. Such 
components shall carry additional credit and may be taught by special faculty. Departments which 
cannot or do not wish to offer such a course may designate a Writing-in-the-Discipline course from 
another department which will meet this requirement for their majors.  
 
 
NEW GUIDELINES 
(Approved by the LAS Educational Policy Committee on February 11, 2019. Revised and approved by 
the EPC on April 29, 2019. Proposed effective date: August 2020) 
 
Students must complete at least one course in their major that emphasizes skills in writing in the 
discipline. Each major must have at least one credit-bearing course at the 200 level or above designated 
to satisfy the Writing-in-the Discipline requirement. As part of these courses, students must produce at 
least 15 pages of writing, utilizing at least two kinds of assessment methods (see below) and 
emphasizing critical thinking, analysis, writing, and other forms of communication. In disciplines taught 
in a language other than English, written assessments required for this course may be completed in that 
language. 
 
Instructors of record for these courses must hold a terminal degree in the discipline. Departments which 
cannot or do not wish to offer a Writing-in-the-Discipline course may designate for their students an 
approved WID course from another department to satisfy the requirement. 
 
Learning Outcomes 
 
Students who successfully complete a Writing-in-the-Discipline course should be proficient in at least 
two of the following areas. The department will select learning outcomes that are most appropriate for 
work in its discipline. 
 
 Demonstrate coherent communication and argumentation skills in written form within their 

chosen field. 
 
 Critically assess a concept and/or postulate using coherent argumentation. 
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 Utilize methodologies and research approaches appropriate for the field of study. 
 
 Assess and summarize relevant secondary literature in the field and identify gaps in knowledge 

or literature. 
 

 Develop and/or test a workable hypothesis. 
 
 Demonstrate analytical and critical competencies applicable to a variety of contexts in the 

discipline. 
 

 Summarize, examine, and analyze relevant evidence, texts, data, etc. and utilize these to 
construct and support a compelling argument. 
 

 
Assessment Methods 
 
The syllabus for a Writing-in-the-Discipline course must include at least two methods of assessment and 
require students to produce at least 15 pages of writing. Depending on the discipline, appropriate 
assessment methods may include the following:  

 
 Short essays  

 
 Longer-format essays (formal drafts and final versions may count as separate assignments) 

 
 Laboratory and/or research reports 

 
 Creative writing or other art-based projects informed by inquiry, problem solving, and analysis 

 
 Policy evaluations 

 
 Literature reviews 

 
 Autoethnography (or autobiography) 

 
 Portfolios 

 
 Grant and/or research proposals 

 
Instructors are strongly encouraged to require revisions based on instructor feedback. Instructors should 
encourage students to use the Writing Center, the Math and Science Learning Center, and/or other on-
campus tutoring support centers as needed. 
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REQUEST A NEW CERTIFICATE 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
1. Name of Institution: University of Illinois at Chicago  

 
Department and/or College Sponsor: Department of Anthropology 

      List unit approvals with dates: Department: October 9, 2019; LAS EPC: October 21. 2019 
 
2.   Title of Proposed Certificate: Certificate in Medical Humanities 
3.   Contact Person: Sloan Williams 

 
 3.1. Telephone:  773-413-3576 

3.2. E-mail:  sloanw@uic.edu 
3.3. Fax:  3-3573 
3.4    Contact Person and Unit to Receive Student Applications:  

LAS Academic Advisor for Anthropology 
 

4.   Level and Type of Proposed Certificate 

        ☐ Undergraduate Certificate (1-2 years)  ☐ Post-Baccalaureate Certificate 
         ☒ Undergraduate Certificate (2-4 years)  ☐ Post-Master’s Certificate 
         ☐ First Professional Certificate 

         ☒ Campus Certificate                                               ☐ IBHE Certificate 
 
5.   Requested CIP Code (6-digits)          (to be supplied by the Office of Academic Programs) 
 
6.   Proposed Date for Implementation: Spring 2020 
 
7.   Location Offered1: ☒ On-Campus  
                                       ☐ Off-Campus: Region Number(s)       or Statewide       
                                       ☐ Online 
 
 
 

 
8. MISSION, OBJECTIVES AND PRIORITIES 
 

                                                      
1 Institutions may request approval to offer a program, simultaneously, on- and off-campus, including statewide.  
However, assessments of program objectives and outcomes should be developed that address all of the locations and 
modes of delivery for which the institution is seeking approval.  Note that “on-campus” approval extends to the entire 
region in which the main campus is located.  New off-campus programs to be offered outside the institution’s region 
require approval. 
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8.1  Describe specific objectives and measurable contributions the certificate will make to the university’s 
mission, paying particular attention to the program’s consistency with the university’s priorities.  Such objectives 
and contributions may include: 

 
Medical Humanities is an interdisciplinary field that includes the humanities and social sciences and their 
application to medical education and practice, often with the goal of offering different perspectives and 
insights on the human experience as it relates to health and health care. The Certificate in Medical Humanities 
proposed here will provide students with an understanding of how human experience, medical practice, and 
scientific technology intersect. The certificate takes an interdisciplinary approach to emphasize how health 
care operates within specific cultural and social contexts. 
 
There is overwhelming interest among Liberal Arts and Sciences students, in particular, in various health 
professions. In fact, nearly half of LAS’s incoming freshmen in fall 2018 declared a health-related educational 
goal. This certificate provides a structure through which these students can both tailor their general education 
and elective course selections toward their career goals and develop skills that would make them better, more 
effective professionals. Recent research has shown that coursework in medical humanities increases empathy 
among U.S. medical students (Graham, J et al Am J Med. 2016 129(12):1334-1337). Therefore, taking 
coursework that enables them to critically evaluate the U.S. healthcare system and better understand 
individuals from different backgrounds, ethnicities, genders, religions, ages, etc. – and how they engage with 
that system – will better prepare these future health care professionals to empathically work with underserved 
communities and groups, or simply with people whose experiences differ from their own.  
 
As such, this certificate directly addresses two parts of the University’s stated mission: 1) To foster 
scholarship and practices that reflect and respond to the increasing diversity of the U.S. in a rapidly 
globalizing world, and 2) To train professionals in a wide range of public service disciplines, serving Illinois 
as the principal educator of health science professionals and as a major healthcare provider to underserved 
communities. 
 

 
8.2  Explain how the certificate will meet regional and state needs and priorities. 

 
The U.S. population as a whole is becoming increasingly diverse. According to the Pew Research trust, 
foreign-born individuals comprised 13.6% of the U.S. population in 2017. The number of people who identify 
as Hispanic, Black, or Asian is increasing, with these three groups comprising over one-third of the total 
electorate and representing even higher percentages among younger age groups 
(https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2019/04/11/6-demographic-trends-shaping-the-u-s-and-the-world-in-
2019/). Locally, 56.2% of Cook County’s residents identified as one of these categories (Hispanic - 25.5%, 
Black - 23%, Asian - 7.7%), according to data released by the Census Bureau earlier in 2019. From a purely 
practical standpoint, in the face of this trend, healthcare workers in the Chicagoland area and in the country as 
a whole need to know more about people who are not necessarily like themselves in order to do their work 
with empathy. 
 
Students who obtain the Certificate in Medical Humanities will be better prepared to enter professional 
medical programs on UIC’s west campus and elsewhere and to work in communities in Chicago and 
statewide. The courses they take to fulfill the certificate requirements will help them work more effectively 
with a wider variety of patients, thus benefiting them individually and the healthcare industry as a whole. 

 
8.3. Discuss estimated future employment opportunities for completers of this certificate program.  Where 
appropriate, provide documentation by citing data from such sources as employer surveys, current labor market 
analyses, and future workforce projections.  

  

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/27566497
https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2019/04/11/6-demographic-trends-shaping-the-u-s-and-the-world-in-2019/
https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2019/04/11/6-demographic-trends-shaping-the-u-s-and-the-world-in-2019/
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According to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS), healthcare remains one of the highest growth 
industries, with occupations in the healthcare industry accounting for 14 of the 30 fastest growing occupations 
in the U.S. In the BLS’s Occupational Outlook Handbook, they project 14% industry growth between 2018 
and 2028, which is much faster than the average for all occupations. Due to the healthcare industry’s size, this 
growth is projected to result in 1.9 million new jobs – more than any other occupational group. Data shows 
the population of the U.S. is aging, and Illinois and the Chicago-area, specifically, are no exception to this 
trend. The demand for healthcare services will continue to rise as this population ages, and with it the need for 
more practitioners comfortable with patients from different life circumstances.  

 
9. PROGRAM DESCRIPTION 

 
9.1 Provide a brief narrative description of the certificate program, including a list of its central academic 
objectives.  Explain how the curriculum is structured to meet the certificate’s stated objectives.  Provide a 
complete catalog description for the proposed certificate, including: 

 
The Certificate in Medical Humanities allows students to use interdisciplinary approaches to explore and 
understand how health and health care operates in diverse cultural and social contexts. The certificate is 
designed for students who intend to enter a health profession, but it is open to undergraduate students from 
any college or major. The certificate is comprised of five courses (15 credit hours), including ANTH 216 
Health, Medicine, and Society, and one of a selection of courses that focus on an aspect of health or 
healthcare. Together, these two courses will help provide tools and perspectives by which students can come 
to understand the cultural and political components of health and well-being, and to critically examine the 
healthcare system. 
 
The three elective courses which round out the program give students the chance to delve into the background, 
experiences, and unique challenges of different groups and populations who engage with healthcare systems. 
Because individuals’ experiences with both health generally and the medical system, specifically, are 
impacted by individual characteristics, it is important for health care professionals to have some insight into 
and understanding of who those people might be. The courses are chosen in consultation with the advisor and 
may focus on one group in depth or may cover multiple groups. For purposes of this certificate, “groups” of 
individuals is broadly defined; they may share culture, religion, gender, age, or life history traits. 
 

Requirements:        Hours 
 ANTH 216 Health, Medicine and Society    3 
 One of the following:      3 

     COMM 205 The Media Health Environment  
     ECON 215 Health Economics     
     GWS 262 Gender, Race, Health and Human Rights  
       PHIL 116 Medical Ethics      
     SOC 251 Health and Medicine     

 Three electives, to be chosen in consultation with the advisor. 9  
Must deal with the background, experiences, and unique 
challenges of different groups and populations who engage 
with healthcare systems 

 Total Hours       15 
 
At least nine of the 15 hours in the certificate must be at the 200 level or above. At least half of the credits 
must be completed in residence at UIC, and no more than six total hours (two classes) may satisfy 
requirements for both the student’s major and the Certificate in Medical Humanities.  
 
For purposes of the proposal, please see the Appendix for descriptions of the core and selective courses and a 
list of sample courses that that may be appropriate to count as electives for this certificate. 
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9.2  Describe the strategies to be incorporated into the proposed certificate to promote student learning. 

 
ANTH 216 will include a reflection assignment structured with the goals of this certificate in mind, 
encouraging students to think expansively on these questions of health and society. Overall, the required and 
selective course options for this certificate use a range of learning strategies and assessments, including in-
class discussion, presentations, response papers, etc. Additionally, consulting with their advisor to select 
elective courses will encourage students to reflect on their goals and identify the area(s) of knowledge that 
will be most valuable and relevant to their interests and career plans.  

 
9.3. Learning Objectives and Outcomes: Explain what students are expected to know and/or be able to do upon 
completion of the certificate program. 

 
Students will be able to: 
1. Critically evaluate biomedical approaches to health and well-being from a variety of disciplinary 

perspectives. 
2. Comprehend and evaluate complex arguments about politics, values, healthcare, and health in 

contemporary society.  
3. Understand health and illness as grounded in personal experience, develop empathy for others’ 

experiences, and use creative means to reflect on those experiences 
4. Display understanding for what health means among differently positioned people 

 
9.4  Assessment: Describe how the above objectives will be assessed, such as:  

 
As the required course for the certificate, ANTH 216 will lay the groundwork for much of this thinking, and 
the course will include at least one reflection paper that will provide insight into students’ grasp of these 
issues. Additionally, a student survey in which feedback is explicitly solicited will help gauge students’ 
learning. Learning outcomes for each individual course will be evaulated by those individual course 
assessments, and student performance in and evaluations for ANTH 216, in particular, will be considered as 
part of the program’s assessment process.  

 
 
10.  RESOURCES 
 

10.1  Complete Table I.  Indicate on the appropriate lines in the table all sources of funds, both state and non-state, 
and reallocations that will support the certificate program. 
 
10.2  Provide a narrative budget statement that explains the source(s) of funds and how the funds are to be used to 
support the certificate program (e.g., additional faculty and staff, equipment, space, library resources). It would be 
useful to state the projected number of students anticipated in the program.  

 
Because this certificate builds on existing coursework that is offered in regular rotation, no additional funds 
and resources would be necessary with regard to teaching, classroom space, or other physical resources. It will 
require a designated LAS academic advisor to direct a portion of her/his time to meeting with students and 
administering the certificate. 

     
10.3  What tuition rate will be charged for this program (range tuition or online hourly)?  (Note that a program 
must be offered at least 75% online if it is to assess the online hourly tuition rate.) 

 
Range tuition. 

 
10.4  Is this a contract program? If so, please identify the contracting agency or organization.  
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No. 

 
11. EFFECT ON UIC UNITS 
 

11.1  Explain the involvement of other units at UIC in the certificate program. Have these units approved of their 
participation? Provide evidence of support.  

 
The program is housed in Anthropology, which owns the course that will serve as the intellectual foundation 
of the certificate. Other units directly impacted are those that teach the five selective course options: 
Communications, Economics, Gender and Women’s Studies, Philosophy, and Sociology. Documentation of 
their assent to include their respective courses is attached to this proposal. 

 
11.2  Explain the effect of the program on other UIC units’ programs. Have these units been notified of this 
effect? (Provide evidence of this notification.) 

 
The departments that house the five selective course options may see moderate increases in enrollment in 
these specific courses; however, students likely to be interested in the Certificate in Medical Humanities are 
already among the target audience for most of those courses. Because of this, impact on enrollment is unlikely 
to be significant. The electives will be chosen from such a large number of courses that those individual units 
will likely see few effects beyond some additional student interest. 

 
12.  MODE OF DELIVERY AND PROGRAM SUPPORT 
 

12.1  Describe the certificate’s mode(s) of delivery. If some courses will be delivered online (fully online or 
hybrid) list those courses. 

 
While some potential elective course options may have online or hybrid components, most courses relevant to 
the certificate, including the required course and all five of the selective course options, are in a lecture-
discussion format. 

 
12.2  Describe the process for assuring the quality of the program in the following areas:  

 
(a) faculty qualifications and evaluation;  

 
The core course options are all approved courses already offered in regular rotation and subject to 
standard departmental assessment processes designed to evaluate success of those courses and efficacy 
of instruction. 

 
(b)    student access to necessary library resources;  

 
These courses are already being offered and the UIC library resources are sufficient. 

 
(c) where appropriate, student and faculty access to technical support, including computing. 

 
These courses are already being offered and student and faculty access to technical support is sufficient.  
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TABLE I 
 

         TOTAL RESOURCE REQUIREMENTS FOR THE NEW UNIT 
 

  Current Budget 2nd 3rd 4th 
Year Year Year Year Year 

 Total Resource Requirements 
 

     

 Resources Available from Federal 
Sources1 

 

NA     

 Resources Available from Other       Non-
State Sources1 

 

NA     

 Existing State Resources2 

 
NA     

 Resources Available through Internal 
Reallocation3 

 

NA     

 New State Resources Required4 

 
NA     

 Breakdown:  New State Resources 
Required 

NA     

 FTE Staff5 

 
Advisor  
time? 

    

 Personal Services 
 

NA     

 Equipment and Instructional Needs 
 

NA     

 Library 
 

NA     

 Other Support Services6 

 
NA     

 
1These lines reflect funds available (not incremental funds) from non-state sources in any given year 
2Existing state resources in each successive year are equal to the sum of the previous year’s existing state resources (line 4); plus 
resources made available through internal reallocation (line 5); plus new state resources (line 6).  If state resources allocated to a 
program in any given year (line 4) exceed state resource requirements needed to support the program in the following year, state 
resource requirements should be reduced with a negative dollar adjustment on line 5.  The sum of lines 2 through 6 will always 
equal line 1. 
3Numbers can be either positive (allocated to the program) or negative (allocated away from the program). 
4Reflects the level of state funding requested in the referenced year.  Dollars reported are incremental. 
5Reflects the number of FTE staff to be supported with requested funds.  Not a dollar entry. 
6Other dollars directly assigned to the program.  Do not include allocated support services. 
 
 
 Format updated on 8/15/07 
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Title: Proposal to Revise the BA in Liberal Arts and Sciences, Major in Chemistry 
 Proposal to Revise the Minor in Chemistry 
 Proposal to Revise the BS in Chemistry 
 
Sponsor:  Department of Chemistry 
 College of Liberal Arts and Sciences 
 
Executive 
Summary: The Department of Chemistry proposes to revise the entry-level courses in the major to 

increase the number of options students have to take chemistry courses at the 100 and 
200 level and revise the prerequisite structure for these courses to increase the number of 
pathways for students to progress through courses.  

 
 
Revision of the Major in Chemistry 
 
Description:  The proposed revision of the Major in Chemistry is to include the following 

modifications. 
 

1. CHEM 122, General Chemistry I Lecture, and CHEM 123, General Chemistry 
Laboratory I, (a total of 5 credit hours) will have their prerequisites updated so that 
the two courses no longer must be taken concurrently. CHEM 122 will be retitled 
“Matter and Energy” and offered as a 3-credit-hour lecture and quiz. CHEM 123 will 
be retitled “Foundations of Chemical Inquiry I” and offered as a 2-credit-hour lecture 
and laboratory. Course titles have been updated to reflect the content of the course as 
opposed to the generic titles used previously. 

 
2. CHEM 124, General Chemistry II Lecture, and CHEM 125, General Chemistry 

Laboratory II, (a total of 5 credit hours) will have their pre-requisites updated so that 
the two courses no longer must be taken concurrently. CHEM 124 will be retitled 
“Chemical Dynamics” and offered as a 3-credit-hour lecture and quiz. CHEM 125 
will be retitled “Foundations of Chemical Inquiry II” and offered as a 2-credit-hour 
lecture and laboratory. Course titles have been updated to reflect the content of the 
course as opposed to the generic titles used previously. 

 
3. CHEM 230, Organic Chemistry of Biological Systems, (4 hours) will have the pre-

requisite laboratory course, CHEM 125, removed and will require only CHEM 124 
or CHEM 118. 

 
4. CHEM 232, Organic Chemistry I, (4 hours) will be retitled “Structure and Function” 

and offered as a 3-credit-hour lecture and quiz. The credit hours have been reduced to 
be consistent with CHEM 122 and CHEM 123 course formats. Course titles have 
been updated to reflect the content of the course, as opposed to the generic titles used 
previously; and CHEM 122 has replaced CHEM 124 and CHEM 125 as the course 
prerequisite. 

 
5. CHEM 233, Organic Chemistry Laboratory I, (2 hours) will be retitled “Synthetic 

Techniques Laboratory.” The course title has been updated to reflect the content of 
the course as opposed to the generic titles used previously. CHEM 123, with a grade 
of C or better, has been added to the prerequisite statement that includes CHEM 230 
and CHEM 232. 
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6. CHEM 234, Organic Chemistry II, (4 hours) will be retitled “Chemical Synthesis” 

and offered as a 3-credit-hour lecture and quiz. The credit hours have been reduced to 
be consistent with CHEM 122 and CHEM 123 course formats. Course titles have 
been updated to reflect the content of the course as opposed to the generic titles used 
previously. A grade of C or better in CHEM 124 has been added to the prerequisite 
statement, which includes CHEM 232. 

 
7. CHEM 235, Advanced Synthetic Techniques, will be offered as a new 2-credit-hour 

laboratory course. This course provides a 200-level advanced lab course to better 
prepare students for 300- and 400-level lab content. The course will be required for 
the BS in Chemistry. 

 
8. CHEM 333, Advanced Synthetic Laboratory, will be renamed “Interdisciplinary 

Approach to Chemical Synthesis” (3 hours). The content of the course will be revised 
to include a focus on advance laboratory techniques that support interdisciplinary 
research among the chemistry subfields of organic, inorganic, physical, theoretical, 
and biochemistry. This course will be converted to an elective due to the inclusion of 
CHEM 235 as a requirement. 

 
9. CHEM 115, Survey of General, Organic, and Biochemistry I, will be offered as a 

new 5-credit-hour course (lecture and laboratory) to serve pre-nursing students 
exclusively. 

 
10. CHEM 130, Survey of Organic and Biochemistry II, (5 hours) will be renamed 

“Survey of General, Organic, and Biochemistry II.” The course prerequisite will be 
changed from CHEM 122 and CHEM 123 to CHEM 115. 

 
 The credit hours for entry-level courses at the 100- and 200-level have been reduced by 2 

credit hours and replaced by the addition of 2 credit hours of advanced chemistry 
electives to provide students with more opportunities to engage in advanced laboratory 
courses. Thus, the total number of hours required for the major will remain the same at 
36-40.  

 
Justification: In summer 2019, the Department of Chemistry conducted an audit of its degree 

programs. The audit revealed that the degree program relies on a prerequisite structure 
that requires students to complete six lower-level courses (CHEM 122, 123, 124, 125, 
232, and 234) in sequence before they can advance to upper-level coursework. The 
consequence of this linear sequence is that students have only one pathway to advance 
through the program, which places significant delays in the time to degree should a 
student fail any one of these courses. Additionally, at the 100-level, students are required 
to co-enroll in two lecture and laboratory courses, which places a significant scheduling 
burden on students and strains available seating capacity given the high number of 
students who enroll in these courses repeatedly due to prior failures or incompletes. This 
proposal will provide students with new pathways to progress to upper-level courses by 
removing the strict linear pre-requisite sequence. By permitting general chemistry 
students to enroll in the general chemistry laboratory courses without co-enrolling in the 
general chemistry lecture course during the same term, this change will provide students 
with more flexibility in their schedules during the first and second-year of the program.  
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 With respect to our peer and aspirational institutions, the UIC Department of Chemistry 
degree programs is outdated. The UIC model of chemistry instruction relies on a single 
general chemistry course to prepare pre-nursing students, chemistry majors, and the 
larger population of students who need general chemistry as a pre-requisite. Most other 
institutions have moved to a “multiple track” model that serves each of these groups 
specifically. The proposed revision will modernize the entry-level courses, provide 
students with increased flexibility in their course options and scheduling, increase the 
number of electives in the major, and provide a more targeted curriculum for chemistry 
majors and better address the needs of students from other degree programs who enroll in 
chemistry courses.  

 
 The change to the CHEM 123 and CHEM 125 courses (General Chemistry Laboratory I 

and II) pre-requisites will allow students to enroll in the laboratory independent of the 
lecture. The proposed revision of CHEM 123 and CHEM 125 includes 1 contact hour of 
laboratory instruction to ensure students receive instruction from a faculty member on 
proper laboratory techniques and relevant concepts before they enter into the laboratory. 
This change will improve the quality of instruction for students beyond the current 
model, which relies on teaching assistants to review material in the first 10 minutes of 
their laboratory section. Although the change will permit students to take the laboratory 
courses at their convenience, the department recommends that students complete CHEM 
123 and CHEM 125 within one semester of completing CHEM 122 and CHEM 124, 
respectively. This will ensure students in the laboratory course benefit from the 
instructional activities in the lecture course as much as possible. 

  
 The changes in the entry-level courses reduced the degree program by two credit hours. 

These credit hours have been replaced by the addition of two credit hours of advanced 
chemistry electives to provide students with more opportunities to engage in advanced 
laboratory courses. The required number of hours of chemistry electives at the 200-level 
or above has been increased from 3 to 5.  

 
Description: Due to the changes in CHEM 122 and CHEM 123, the department will offer a new 

course designed for pre-nursing students, CHEM 115 (Survey of General, Organic, and 
Biochemistry I), which will deliver the necessary foundational content for them to 
advance to CHEM 130 (Survey of General, Organic, and Biochemistry II).  

 
Justification: Currently, CHEM 122 serves as a prerequisite for both CHEM 124 and CHEM 130. To 

serve both audiences, the content of CHEM 122 includes a range of topics that is atypical 
for a first-semester general chemistry course. For example, current topics include 
chemical equilibrium and acidity, but these topics are usually taught in a second-semester 
chemistry course. CHEM 115 will allow the relocation of the topics relevant to pre-
nursing students out of the main survey course and provide a more targeted experience 
for this population. Moreover, this will allow the department to modernize CHEM 122 
and revise the content to permit students to advance from CHEM 122 to either CHEM 
232 or CHEM 124 in the freshman year. We anticipate that nursing students who 
complete either CHEM 115 or both CHEM 115 and CHEM 130 will be able to enter 
CHEM 124 should they switch their degree program and require a general chemistry 
course. 
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Revision of the Minor in Chemistry 
 
Description: The proposed revision of the Minor in Chemistry includes the following modifications. 
 

1. CHEM 122, General Chemistry I Lecture, and CHEM 123, General Chemistry 
Laboratory I, (a total of 5 credit hours) will have their prerequisites updated so that 
the two courses no longer must be taken concurrently. CHEM 122 will be retitled 
“Matter and Energy” and offered as a 3-credit-hour lecture and quiz. CHEM 123 will 
be retitled “Foundations of Chemical Inquiry I” and offered as a 2-credit-hour lecture 
and laboratory. Course titles have been updated to reflect the content of the course as 
opposed to the generic titles used previously. 

 
2. CHEM 124, General Chemistry II, and CHEM 125, General Chemistry Laboratory 

II, (5 hours) will have their prerequisites updated so that the two courses no longer 
must be taken concurrently. CHEM 124 will be retitled “Chemical Dynamics” and 
offered as a 3-credit hour lecture and quiz. CHEM 125 will be retitled “Foundations 
of Chemical Inquiry II” and offered as a 2-credit-hour lecture and laboratory. Course 
titles have been updated to reflect the content of the course as opposed to the generic 
titles used previously. 

 
3. CHEM 232, Organic Chemistry I, (4 hours) will be retitled “Structure and Function” 

and offered as a 3-credit-hour lecture and quiz. The credit hours have been reduced to 
be consistent with CHEM 122 and CHEM 123 course formats. Course titles have 
been updated to reflect the content of the course as opposed to the generic titles used 
previously. 

 
 As a result of the change in the number of credit hours awarded for CHEM 232 (from 4 

to 3), the total number of hours required for the minor will be reduced from 19-21 to 18-
20. 

 
Justification: The above courses are required for both the Major and Minor in Chemistry. Therefore, 

the proposed course changes will also impact the minor 
 
 
Revision of the BS in Chemistry 
 
Description: CHEM 122, 123, 124, 125, 232, 233, 234, 333, which are required or selective for the 

Major in Chemistry, are also part of the BS in Chemistry curriculum. Therefore, changes 
to these courses must reflected in the degree program. In addition, CHEM 235, Advanced 
Synthetic Techniques, a new 2-credit-hour laboratory course, will replace CHEM 333 as 
a required course for the BS. CHEM 333 will be converted to an advanced elective.   

 
 The total number of hours required for the BS in Chemistry will remain unchanged at 

120. 
 
Justification: CHEM 235 provides a 200-level advanced laboratory course to better prepare students 

for 300- and 400-level lab content.  
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BA with a Major in Chemistry 
 
Degree Requirements 
To earn a Bachelor of Arts in Liberal Arts and Sciences 
degree from UIC, students must complete university, 
college, and department degree requirements. The 
Department of Chemistry degree requirements are 
outlined below. Students should consult the College of 
Liberal Arts and Sciences section for additional degree 
requirements and college academic policies. 
 
Summary of Requirements 
Required Prerequisite and Collateral Courses 16 
Major Requirements 36-40 
General Education and Electives to reach 64-68 
Minimum Total Hours 
Total Hours 120 
 
General Education 
See General Education and Writing-in-the-Discipline in 
the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences section for 
information on meeting these requirements. Students 
should consult the course lists below and their advisors 
to determine which courses are counted toward the 
General Education and Writing-in-the-Discipline 
requirements. 
 
Required Prerequisite and Collateral Courses 
 
Required Courses 
MATH 180 Calculus I a,b 4 
MATH 181 Calculus II a 4 
 
Select one of the following sequences in physics 8 

PHYS 141 General Physics I (Mechanics) a,c 
PHYS 142 General Physics II (Electricity and 
 Magnetism) a,c 
OR 
PHYS 131 Introductory Physics for Life 
 Sciences I a 
PHYS 132 Introductory Physics for Life 
 Sciences II a 

Total Hours  16 
 
a This course is approved for the Analyzing the Natural 

World General Education category.  
 

Proposed 
 
SAME 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Summary of Requirements 
Required Prerequisite and Collateral Courses 16 
Major Requirements 36-40 
General Education and Electives to reach 64-68 
Minimum Total Hours 
Total Hours 120 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://catalog.uic.edu/ucat/colleges-depts/liberal-arts-sciences/
https://catalog.uic.edu/ucat/colleges-depts/liberal-arts-sciences/
https://catalog.uic.edu/ucat/colleges-depts/liberal-arts-sciences
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=MATH%20180
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=MATH%20181
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PHYS%20141
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PHYS%20142
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PHYS%20131
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PHYS%20132
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b MATH 180 fulfills the LAS Quantitative Reasoning 

requirement.  
c PHYS 141 and PHYS 142 are recommended.  
 
Major Requirements 
Select one of the following sequences in 10-14 
general and analytical chemistry: 

CHEM 122 General Chemistry I Lecture a 
CHEM 123 General Chemistry Laboratory I a,b 
CHEM 124 General Chemistry II Lecture a 
CHEM 125 General Chemistry Laboratory II a,b 
CHEM 222 Analytical Chemistry 
OR 
CHEM 116 Honors and Majors General and  
 Analytical Chemistry I b,c 
CHEM 118 Honors and Majors General and  
 Analytical Chemistry II b,c 

 
CHEM 232 Organic Chemistry I 4 
CHEM 233 Organic Chemistry Laboratory I 2 
CHEM 234 Organic Chemistry II 4 
 
Select one of the following sequences in physical 9 
chemistry: 

CHEM 342 Physical Chemistry I 
CHEM 343 Physical Chemistry Laboratory d 
CHEM 346 Physical Chemistry II 
OR 
CHEM 340 Physical Chemistry for Biochemists I 
CHEM 343 Physical Chemistry Laboratory d 
CHEM 344 Physical Chemistry for Biochemists II 

 
CHEM 314 Inorganic Chemistry 4 
Advanced chemistry electives at the 200 level 3 
or above 
 
Total Hours  36-40 
 
a General Education credit is given for successful 

completion of both CHEM 122 and CHEM 123 or 
CHEM 124 and CHEM 125. 

b This course is approved for the Analyzing the Natural 
World General Education category. 

c CHEM 116 and CHEM 118 are recommended for 
chemistry majors. 

d CHEM 343 fulfills the LAS Writing-in-the-Discipline 
requirement. 

 
 

Proposed 
 
SAME 
 
 
 
Major Requirements 
Select one of the following sequences in 10-14 
general and analytical chemistry: 

CHEM 122 Matter and Energy a 
CHEM 123 Foundations of Chemical Inquiry I a,b 
CHEM 124 Chemical Dynamics a 
CHEM 125 Foundations of Chemical Inquiry II a,c 
CHEM 222 Analytical Chemistry 
OR 
CHEM 116 Honors and Majors General and  
 Analytical Chemistry I d 
CHEM 118 Honors and Majors General and  
 Analytical Chemistry II d 

 
CHEM 232 Structure and Function 3 
CHEM 233 Synthetic Techniques Laboratory 2 
CHEM 234 Chemical Synthesis  3 
 
Select one of the following sequences in physical 9 
chemistry: 

CHEM 342 Physical Chemistry I 
CHEM 343 Physical Chemistry Laboratory e 
CHEM 346 Physical Chemistry II 
OR 
CHEM 340 Physical Chemistry for Biochemists I 
CHEM 343 Physical Chemistry Laboratory e 
CHEM 344 Physical Chemistry for Biochemists II 

 
SAME 
Advanced chemistry electives at the 200 level 5 
or above 
 
SAME 
 
a Each of the following pairs will be considered one course 

in meeting the LAS General Education requirements: 
CHEM 122/CHEM 123; CHEM 124/CHEM 125. 

b If not taken concurrently with CHEM 122, CHEM 123 
should be taken within one semester of CHEM 122. 

c If not taken concurrently with CHEM 124, CHEM 125 
should be taken within one semester of CHEM 124. 

d CHEM 116 and CHEM 118 are recommended for 
chemistry majors. 

e CHEM 343 fulfills the LAS Writing-in-the-Discipline 
requirement. 

https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=MATH%20180
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PHYS%20141
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PHYS%20142
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20122
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20123
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20124
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20125
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20222
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20116
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20118
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20232
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20233
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20234
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20342
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20343
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20346
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20340
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20343
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20344
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20314
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20122
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20123
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20124
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20125
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20116
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20118
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20343
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20122
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20123
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20124
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20125
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20222
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20116
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20118
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20232
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20233
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20234
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20342
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20343
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20346
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20340
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20343
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20344
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20122
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20123
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20124
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20125
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20122
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20123
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20122
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20124
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20125
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20116
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20118
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20343
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Recommended Plan of Study 
 
First Year 
Fall Semester  Hours 
ENGL 160 Academic Writing I: Writing in  3 
 Academic and Public Contexts  
MATH 180 Calculus I 4 
 
Select one of the following:  5 

CHEM 116 Honors and Majors General and  
 Analytical Chemistry I a 
CHEM 122 General Chemistry I Lecture 
  & CHEM 123   and General Chemistry Laboratory I 

General Education Requirement course  3 
 
 Hours 15 
 
Spring Semester 
ENGL 161 Academic Writing II: Writing for 3 
 Inquiry and Research  
MATH 181 Calculus II 4 
 
Select one of the following:  5 

CHEM 118 Honors and Majors General and  
 Analytical Chemistry II b 
CHEM 124 General Chemistry II Lecture  
  & CHEM 125  and General Chemistry Laboratory II 

General Education Requirement course  3 
 
 Hours 15 
 
 
 
 
Second Year 
Fall Semester 
CHEM 232 Organic Chemistry I  4 
CHEM 233 Organic Chemistry Laboratory I 2 
 
Select one of the following: 4 

PHYS 141 General Physics I (Mechanics)  
PHYS 131 Introductory Physics for Life 
 Sciences I 

Foreign Language 4 
 
 Hours 14 
 
 
 

Proposed 
 
Recommended Plan of Study 
 
First Year 
Fall Semester  Hours 
ENGL 160 Academic Writing I: Writing in  3 
 Academic and Public Contexts  
MATH 180 Calculus I 4 
 
Select one of the following:  5 

CHEM 116 Honors and Majors General and  
 Analytical Chemistry I a 
CHEM 122 Matter and Energy 
& CHEM 123 Foundations of Chemical Inquiry I 

General Education Requirement course  3 
 
 Hours 15 
 
Spring Semester 
ENGL 161 Academic Writing II: Writing for 3 
 Inquiry and Research  
MATH 181 Calculus II 4 
 
Select one of the following:  3-5 

CHEM 118 Honors and Majors General and  
 Analytical Chemistry II b 
OR 
CHEM 124 Chemical Dynamics  
  & CHEM 125   Foundations of Chemical Inquiry II 
OR 
CHEM 232 Structure and Function 

General Education Requirement course  3-5 
 

 Hours 13-17 
 
Second Year 
Fall Semester 
Select one of the following:  3-5 

CHEM 124 Chemical Dynamics  
  & CHEM 125   Foundations of Chemical Inquiry II 
OR 
CHEM 232 Structure and Function 

CHEM 233 Synthetic Techniques Laboratory 2 
 
Select one of the following: 4 

PHYS 141 General Physics I (Mechanics)  
PHYS 131 Introductory Physics for Life 
 Sciences I 

Foreign Language 4 
Hours 13-15 

https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20160
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=MATH%20180
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20116
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20122
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20123
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20161
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=MATH%20181
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20118
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20124
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20125
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20232
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20233
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PHYS%20141
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PHYS%20131
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20160
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=MATH%20180
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20116
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20122
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20123
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20161
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=MATH%20181
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20118
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20124
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20125
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20232
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20124
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20125
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20232
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20233
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PHYS%20141
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PHYS%20131
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Spring Semester 
CHEM 234 Organic Chemistry II 4 
 
Select one of the following: 4 

PHYS 142 General Physics II (Electricity and 
 Magnetism)  
PHYS 132 Introductory Physics for Life 
 Sciences II 

Foreign Language 4 
General Education Requirement course  3 
 
 Hours 15 
 
Third Year 
Fall Semester 
CHEM 222 Analytical Chemistry c 4 
CHEM 314 Inorganic Chemistry 4 
Foreign Language 4 
Electives  4-8 
 
 Hours 16 
 
Spring Semester 
Select one of the following: 3 

CHEM 340 Physical Chemistry for Biochemists I 
CHEM 342 Physical Chemistry I b 

Foreign Language 4 
General Education Requirement course  3 
General Education Requirement course  3 
Electives  3 
 
 Hours 16 
 
Fourth Year 
Fall Semester 
CHEM 343 Physical Chemistry Laboratory d 3 
 
Select one of the following: 3 

CHEM 344 Physical Chemistry for Biochemists  
 II 
CHEM 346 Physical Chemistry II a 

Electives  9 
 
 Hours 15 
 
 
 
 
 

Proposed 
 
Spring Semester 
CHEM 234 Chemical Synthesis 3 
 
Select one of the following: 4 

PHYS 142 General Physics II (Electricity and 
 Magnetism)  
PHYS 132 Introductory Physics for Life 
 Sciences II 

Foreign Language 4 
General Education Requirement course  3 
 
 Hours 14 
 
Third Year 
Fall Semester 
CHEM 222 Analytical Chemistry c 4 
CHEM 314 Inorganic Chemistry 4 
Foreign Language 4 
Electives  5 
 
 Hours 17 
 
SAME 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20234
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PHYS%20142
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PHYS%20132
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20222
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20314
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20340
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20342
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20343
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20344
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20346
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20234
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PHYS%20142
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PHYS%20132
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20222
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20314
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Spring Semester 
Chemistry Elective 3 
Electives  11 
 
 Hours 14 
 
 Total Hours 120 
 
a CHEM 116 and CHEM 346 are offered fall semester only 
b CHEM 118 and CHEM 342 are offered spring semester 

only. CHEM 342 requires calculus-based physics 
(PHYS 141, PHYS 142) as a prerequisite and Calculus III 
(MATH 210) as a corequisite. 

c Students who take CHEM 116 and CHEM 118 to fulfill the 
general chemistry requirement do not need to take 
CHEM 222. 

d CHEM 343 fulfills the LAS Writing-in-the-Discipline 
requirement. 

 
 
 

Proposed 
 
Spring Semester 
Chemistry Elective 5 
Electives  10 
 
 Hours 15 
 
 Total Hours 120 
 
SAME 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20116
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20346
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20118
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20342
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20342
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PHYS%20141
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PHYS%20142
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=MATH%20210
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20116
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20118
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20222
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20343
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Minor in Chemistry 
Students from other disciplines who want to minor in 
Chemistry must complete 19–21 semester hours 
distributed as follows: 
 
Required Courses 
 
Select one of the following sequences:  10 

CHEM 122 General Chemistry I Lecture 
CHEM 123 General Chemistry Laboratory I 
CHEM 124 General Chemistry II Lecture 
CHEM 125 General Chemistry Laboratory II 
OR 
CHEM 116 Honors and Majors General and  
 Analytical Chemistry I a 
CHEM 118 Honors and Majors General and  
 Analytical Chemistry II a 

 
CHEM 232 Organic Chemistry I 4 
 
Select one of the following sequences: 5-7 
 
Analytical chemistry and instrumentation 

CHEM 222 Analytical Chemistry 
CHEM 421 Instrumental Analysis 

 
Organic laboratory and inorganic or physical 
chemistry 

CHEM 233 Organic Chemistry Laboratory I 
CHEM 314 Inorganic Chemistry 
  or CHEM 340  Physical Chemistry for Biochemists I 
  or CHEM 342  Physical Chemistry I 

 
Total Hours  19-21 
a Students who take CHEM 116/CHEM 118 for their general 

and analytical chemistry work do not need to take 
CHEM 222 for the minor, or as a prerequisite for 
CHEM 421.  

 
 

Proposed 
 
Minor in Chemistry 
 Students from other disciplines who want to minor in 
Chemistry must complete 18–20 semester hours 
distributed as follows: 
 
Required Courses 
 
Select one of the following sequences:  10 

CHEM 122 Matter and Energy  
CHEM 123 Foundations of Chemical Inquiry I  
CHEM 124 Chemical Dynamics  
CHEM 125 Foundations of Chemical Inquiry II  
OR 
CHEM 116 Honors and Majors General and  
 Analytical Chemistry I a 
CHEM 118 Honors and Majors General and  
 Analytical Chemistry II a 

 
CHEM 232 Structure and Function 3 
 
SAME 
 
 
 
 
 
Organic laboratory and inorganic or physical 
chemistry 

CHEM 233 Synthesis Techniques Laboratory 
CHEM 314 Inorganic Chemistry 
  or CHEM 340  Physical Chemistry for Biochemists I 
  or CHEM 342  Physical Chemistry I 

 
Total Hours  18-20 
 
SAME 
 
 
 

 
 
  

https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20122
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20123
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20124
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20125
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20116
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20118
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20232
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20222
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20421
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20233
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20314
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20340
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20342
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20116
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20118
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20222
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20421
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20122
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20123
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20124
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20125
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20116
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20118
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20232
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20233
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20314
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20340
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20342
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BS in Chemistry 
 
Degree Requirements 
To earn a Bachelor of Science in Liberal Arts and 
Sciences degree from UIC, students must complete 
university, college, and department degree 
requirements. The Department of Chemistry degree 
requirements are outlined below. Students should 
consult the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences section 
for additional degree requirements and college 
academic policies. 
 
Summary of Requirements 
Requirements for the Curriculum 120 
Total Hours 120 
 
Requirements for the Curriculum 
The requirements for the curriculum include the courses 
necessary to complete the general Education and 
Writing-in-the-Discipline requirements described in the  
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences section. 
 
Required Courses 
ENGL 160 Academic Writing I: Writing in  3 
 Academic and Public Contexts  
ENGL 161 Academic Writing II: Writing for 3 
 Inquiry and Research  
Foreign language (the equivalent of two years of  0-16 
a Single language at the college level)  
Exploring World Cultures course a 
Understanding the Creative Arts course a 
Understanding the Individual and Society course a 
Understanding the Past course a 
Understanding U.S. Society course a 
MATH 180 Calculus I b,c 4 
MATH 181 Calculus II c 4 
MATH 210 Calculus III c 3 
PHYS 141 General Physics I (Mechanics) c 4 
PHYS 142 General Physics II (Electricity and  4 
 Magnetism) c 
 
Select one of the following sequences in general 10-14 
and analytical chemistry 

CHEM 116 Honors and Majors General and  
 Analytical Chemistry I c,d 
CHEM 118 Honors and Majors General and  
 Analytical Chemistry II c,d 

Proposed 
 
SAME 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://catalog.uic.edu/ucat/colleges-depts/liberal-arts-sciences/
https://catalog.uic.edu/ucat/colleges-depts/liberal-arts-sciences/
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20160
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20161
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=MATH%20180
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=MATH%20181
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=MATH%20210
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PHYS%20141
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PHYS%20142
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20116
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20118
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OR 
CHEM 122 General Chemistry I Lecture e 
CHEM 123 General Chemistry Laboratory I c,e 
CHEM 124 General Chemistry II Lecture e 
CHEM 125 General Chemistry Laboratory II c,e 
CHEM 222 Analytical Chemistry 

 
CHEM 232 Organic Chemistry I 4 
CHEM 233 Organic Chemistry Laboratory I 2 
CHEM 234 Organic Chemistry II 4 
CHEM 314 Inorganic Chemistry 4 
CHEM 333 Advanced Synthetic Laboratory 3 
CHEM 342 Physical Chemistry I 3 
CHEM 343 Physical Chemistry Laboratory f 3 
CHEM 346 Physical Chemistry II 3 
CHEM 402 Chemical Information Systems 2 
CHEM 421 Instrumental Analysis 3 
CHEM 452 Biochemistry I 4 
 
 
Select one of the following advanced lecture courses: 2 

CHEM 414 Advanced Inorganic Chemistry 
CHEM 432 Advanced Organic Chemistry 
CHEM 444 Physical Chemistry III 

 
Select one of the following advanced laboratory  3 
courses:  

CHEM 415 Inorganic Chemistry Laboratory 
CHEM 455 Biochemistry Laboratory 
CHEM 499 Supervised Research 

 
Electives at the 300-level or above in the natural  3 
sciences or mathematics, as approved by the 
departmental advisor 
Electives  7-27 
 
Total Hours  120 
 
a Students should consult the General Education section of 

the catalog for a list of approved courses in this category.  
b MATH 180 fulfills the LAS Quantitative Reasoning 

requirement.  
c This course is approved for the Analyzing the Natural 

World General Education category.  
d CHEM 116 and CHEM 118 are recommended.  
e General Education credit is given for successful 

completion of both CHEM 122/CHEM 123 or 
CHEM 124/CHEM 125.  

Proposed 
 

OR 
CHEM 122 Matter and Energy e 
CHEM 123 Foundations of Chemical Inquiry I c,e 
CHEM 124 Chemical Dynamics e 
CHEM 125 Foundations of Chemical Inquiry II c,e 
CHEM 222 Analytical Chemistry 
 

CHEM 232 Structure and Function 3 
CHEM 233 Synthetic Techniques Laboratory 2 
CHEM 234 Chemical Synthesis  3 
CHEM 235 Advanced Synthetic Techniques 2 
CHEM 314 Inorganic Chemistry 4 
CHEM 333 Interdisciplinary Approach to 3 
 Chemical Synthesis 
CHEM 342 Physical Chemistry I 3 
CHEM 343 Physical Chemistry Laboratory f 3 
CHEM 346 Physical Chemistry II 3 
CHEM 402 Chemical Information Systems 2 
CHEM 421 Instrumental Analysis 3 
CHEM 452 Biochemistry I 4 
SAME 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
e Each of the following pairs will be considered one course 

in meeting the LAS General Education requirements: 
CHEM 122/CHEM 123; CHEM 124/CHEM 125. 

https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20122
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20123
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20124
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20125
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20222
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20232
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20233
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20234
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20314
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20333
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20342
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20343
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20346
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20402
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20421
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20452
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20414
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20432
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20444
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20415
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20455
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20499
https://catalog.uic.edu/ucat/degree-programs/general-education/
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=MATH%20180
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20116
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20118
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20122
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20123
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20124
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20125
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20122
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20123
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20124
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20125
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20222
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20232
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20233
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20234
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20314
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20333
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20342
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20343
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20346
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20402
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20421
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20452
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20122
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20123
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20124
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20125
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Present 
 
f CHEM 343 fulfills the LAS Writing-in-the-Discipline 

requirement. 
 
Recommended Plan of Study 
Chemistry is a highly structured discipline. Because 
most advanced courses require physical chemistry as a 
prerequisite, which in turn requires prerequisites of 
general chemistry, physics, and mathematics, careful 
course planning is essential. It is best to start with 
mathematics and general chemistry in the first year, 
followed by organic chemistry and physics in the 
second year, and physical chemistry in the third year. 
Consult the Biochemistry section for more information 
on the BS in Biochemistry. 
 
Note: Students who are not ready to start with 
MATH 180 and CHEM 122/CHEM 123 should expect 
to take summer session courses and/or take longer than 
four years to graduate. 
 
First Year 
Fall Semester  Hours 
ENGL 160 Academic Writing I: Writing in  3 
 Academic and Public Contexts  
MATH 180 Calculus I 4 
 
Select one of the following:  5 

CHEM 116 Honors and Majors General and  
 Analytical Chemistry I a 
CHEM 122 General Chemistry I Lecture 
  & CHEM 123   and General Chemistry Laboratory I 

General Education Requirement course  3 
 
 Hours 15 
 
Spring Semester 
ENGL 161 Academic Writing II: Writing for 3 
 Inquiry and Research  
MATH 181 Calculus II 4 
 
Select one of the following:  5 

CHEM 118 Honors and Majors General and  
 Analytical Chemistry II b 
CHEM 124 General Chemistry II Lecture  
  & CHEM 125  and General Chemistry Laboratory II 

General Education Requirement course  3 
 
 Hours 15 
 

Proposed 
 
SAME 
 
 
Recommended Plan of Study 
SAME 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
First Year 
Fall Semester  Hours 
ENGL 160 Academic Writing I: Writing in  3 
 Academic and Public Contexts  
MATH 180 Calculus I 4 
 
Select one of the following:  5 

CHEM 116 Honors and Majors General and  
 Analytical Chemistry I a 
CHEM 122 Matter and Energy 
& CHEM 123 Foundations of Chemical Inquiry I 

General Education Requirement course  3 
 
 Hours 15 
 
Spring Semester 
ENGL 161 Academic Writing II: Writing for 3 
 Inquiry and Research  
MATH 181 Calculus II 4 
 
Select one of the following:  3-5 

CHEM 118 Honors and Majors General and  
 Analytical Chemistry II b 
CHEM 124 Chemical Dynamics  
  & CHEM 125   and Foundations of Chemical  
   Inquiry II 
CHEM 232 Structure and Function  

General Education Requirement course  3-5 
 Hours 13-17 

https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20343
https://catalog.uic.edu/ucat/colleges-depts/liberal-arts-sciences/biochem/
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=MATH%20180
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20122
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20123
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20160
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=MATH%20180
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20116
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20122
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20123
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20161
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=MATH%20181
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20118
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20124
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20125
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20160
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=MATH%20180
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20116
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20122
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20123
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20161
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=MATH%20181
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20118
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20124
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20125
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20232
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Present 
 
Second Year 
Fall Semester 
 
CHEM 222 Analytical Chemistry (or Electives)c 4 
CHEM 232 Organic Chemistry I  4 
CHEM 233 Organic Chemistry Laboratory I 2 
PHYS 141 General Physics I (Mechanics)  4 
 
 Hours 14 
 
 
 
 
 
Spring Semester 
CHEM 234 Organic Chemistry II 4 
CHEM 333 Advanced Synthetic Laboratory 3 
PHYS 142 General Physics II (Electricity and 4 
 Magnetism)  
Foreign Language 4 
 
 Hours 15 
 
 
Third Year 
Fall Semester 
CHEM 314 Inorganic Chemistry 4 
MATH 210 Calculus III c 3 
Foreign Language 4 
General Education Requirement Course 3 
 
 Hours 14 
 
Spring Semester 
CHEM 342 Physical Chemistry I b 3 
CHEM 452 Biochemistry I 4 
General Education Requirement course  3 
Foreign Language 4 
Electives  3 
 
 Hours 17 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Proposed 
 
Second Year 
Fall Semester 
 
Select one of the following:  3-5 

CHEM 124 Chemical Dynamics  
  & CHEM 125   and Foundations of Chemical  
   Inquiry II 
CHEM 232 Structure and Function 

CHEM 233 Synthetic Techniques Laboratory 2 
PHYS 141 General Physics I (Mechanics) 4 
General Education Requirement course  4-6 
 
 Hours 13-17 
 
Spring Semester 
CHEM 222 Analytical Chemistry c 4 
CHEM 234 Chemical Synthesis 3 
CHEM 235 Advanced Synthetic Techniques 2 
PHYS 142 General Physics II (Electricity and  4 
 Magnetism)  
Foreign Language 4 
 
 Hours 17 
 
Third Year 
Fall Semester 
CHEM 314 Inorganic Chemistry 4 
MATH 210 Calculus III c 3 
Foreign Language 4 
General Education Requirement Course 4 
 
 Hours 15 
 
SAME 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20222
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20232
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20233
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PHYS%20141
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20234
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20333
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PHYS%20142
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20314
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=MATH%20210
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20342
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20452
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20124
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20125
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20232
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20233
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PHYS%20141
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20222
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20234
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20333
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PHYS%20142
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20314
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=MATH%20210
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Present 
 
Fourth Year 
Fall Semester 
CHEM 343 Physical Chemistry Laboratory d 3 
CHEM 402 Chemical Information Systems 2 
CHEM 346 Physical Chemistry II a 3 
CHEM 415 Inorganic Chemistry Laboratory 3 
  or CHEM 455   or Biochemistry Laboratory 
  or CHEM 499   or Supervised Research 
Foreign Language 4 
 
 Hours 15 
 
Spring Semester 
CHEM 421 Instrumental Analysis 3 
CHEM 414 Advanced Inorganic Chemistry 2 
  or CHEM 432   or Advanced Organic Chemistry 
  or CHEM 444   or Physical Chemistry III 
Electives at the 300-level in the natural sciences or 3 
mathematics, as approved by the departmental advisor 
Electives  4 
General Education Requirement course  3 
 
 Hours 15 
 
 Total Hours 120 
 
a CHEM 116 and CHEM 346 are offered fall semester only 
b CHEM 118 and CHEM 342 are offered spring semester 

only. 
c Students who take CHEM 116 and CHEM 118 to fulfill the 

general chemistry requirement do not need to take 
CHEM 222. 

d CHEM 343 fulfills the LAS Writing-in-the-Discipline 
requirement. 

 
 
 

Proposed 
 
SAME 
 
 
 

 
 

Minority Impact Statement: We anticipate a positive impact on minority students. The increased 
options to choose among multiple entry-level courses will provided transfer students, commuter students, 
and students of varying academic preparation more flexibility in the degree program.   
 
Budgetary and Staff Implications: We anticipate no impact on budget or staff. Faculty are already 
assigned to teach the courses in the proposed revision.  
 
Library Resource Implications: None 
 

https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20343
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20402
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20346
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20415
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20455
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20499
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20421
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20414
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20432
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20444
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20116
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20346
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20118
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20342
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20116
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20118
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20222
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20343
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Space Implications:  We anticipate a positive impact on space. The increased flexibility in course 
options will allow students to distribute across the available lab and lecture seats, thus freeing up existing 
seats in the 100- and 200-level courses. The new lecture proposed for 123 and 125 will require multiple 
sections assigned to a large lecture hall that accommodates all enrolled students. 
 
Unit (e.g., departmental approval date): August 29, 2019 
 
College (educational policy committee, faculty) approval dates:  
 LAS Educational Policy Committee: October 21, 2019 
 
Contact Person: Mike Stieff, Director of Undergraduate Studies (mstieff@uic.edu) 
 
Proposed Effective Date: Fall 2020 
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Revision of the BA in LAS, Major in Chemistry 
Revision of the Minor in Chemistry 

Revision of the BS in Chemistry 
Courses 

 
 
New Courses 
 
CHEM 115. Survey of General, Organic and Biochemistry I. 5 hours. 
One-semester introduction to general chemistry, organic chemistry, and biochemistry topics, including 
orbital theory, polarity, gas phase chemistry, acid-base chemistry, and buffers. Course Information: This 
is course is intended for pre-nursing students. Prerequisite(s): Grade of C or better in CHEM 101 or 
adequate performance on the UIC Chemistry placement examination. Class Schedule Information: To be 
properly registered, students must enroll in one Laboratory, one Lecture and one Quiz. Natural World - 
With Lab course. 
 
CHEM 235. Advanced Synthesis Techniques. 2 hours.  
Advanced organic chemistry laboratory. Synthesis, stereochemistry, spectrometry (IR, NMR), organic 
analytical chemistry (TLC, HPLC), microscale techniques. Design of multi-step synthesis and alchemistic 
studies. Course Information: Previously listed as CHEM 235. Prerequisite(s): Grade of C or better 
in CHEM 233 and credit or concurrent registration in CHEM 234. Class Schedule Information: To be 
properly registered, students must enroll in one Laboratory and one Lecture.  
 
 
Revised Courses 
 
CHEM 122. Matter and Energy. 3 hours. (formerly, General Chemistry I Lecture, 4 hours) 
A first-semester course in general chemistry, including the quantum model of the atom, stoichiometry, 
periodicity, reaction types, intermolecular forces, and pH. Course Information: Credit is not given 
for CHEM 122 if students has a C or better in CHEM 116. Prerequisite(s): Grade of C or better 
in CHEM 101 or adequate performance on the UIC Chemistry placement examination. Class Schedule 
Information: To be properly registered, students must enroll in one Quiz and one Lecture. Natural World - 
No Lab course. 
 
CHEM 123. Foundations of Chemical Inquiry I. 2 hours. (formerly, General Chemistry Laboratory I, 
1 hour) 
Laboratory in general chemistry, including the quantum model of the atom, stoichiometry, periodicity, 
reaction types, intermolecular forces, and pH. Course Information: Students should complete CHEM 123 
within one semester of completing CHEM 122. Credit is not given for CHEM 123 if the student has a C 
or better in CHEM 116. Prerequisite(s): Concurrent registration or Grade of C or better 
in CHEM 122. Class Schedule Information: To be properly registered, students must enroll in one 
Laboratory and one Lecture. Natural World - With Lab course. 
 
CHEM 124. Chemical Dynamics. 3 hours. (formerly, General Chemistry II Lecture, 4 hours) 
A second-semester course in general chemistry including thermochemistry, spontaneity, chemical 
equilibrium, acid-base equilibrium, electrochemistry, kinetics, bonding, order/symmetry in condensed 
phases, coordination compounds, and spectroscopy.  Course Information: Credit is not given 
for CHEM 124 if the student has a grade of C or better in CHEM 118. Prerequisite(s): Grade of C or 
better in CHEM 122; or Grade of C or better in CHEM 116. Class Schedule Information: To be properly 
registered, students must enroll in one Quiz and one Lecture. Natural World - No Lab course. 

https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20101
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20233
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20234
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20122
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20116
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20101
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20123
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20116
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20122
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20124
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20118
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20122
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20116
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CHEM 125. Foundations of Chemical Inquiry II. 2 hours. (formerly, General Chemistry Laboratory 
II, 1 hour) 
Laboratory in general chemistry including thermochemistry, spontaneity, chemical equilibrium, acid-base 
equilibrium, electrochemistry, kinetics, bonding, order/symmetry in condensed phases, coordination 
compounds, and spectroscopy. Course Information: Students should complete CHEM 125 within one 
semester of completing CHEM 124. Credit is not given for CHEM 125 if the student has a grade of C or 
better in CHEM 118. Prerequisite(s): Grade of C or better in CHEM 123; or Grade of C or better 
in CHEM 116; and concurrent registration or Grade of C or better in CHEM 124. Natural World - With 
Lab course. 
 
CHEM 130. Survey of General, Organic, and Biochemistry II. 5 hours. (formerly, Survey of Organic 
and Biochemistry) 
Chemistry of classes of carbon compounds relevant to life sciences, and an introduction to the structure 
and metabolism of proteins, nucleic acids, lipids, and carbohydrates. Prerequisite(s): Grade of C or better 
in CHEM 115.  Class Schedule Information: To be properly registered, students must enroll in one 
Lecture and one Quiz. 
 
CHEM 230. Organic Chemistry of Biological Systems. 4 hours. 
One-semester introduction to organic chemistry as it pertains to biological systems, biomedical sciences 
and chemical biology. Course Information: Credit is not given for CHEM 230 if student has credit 
in CHEM 232 or CHEM 234. Prerequisite(s): Grade of C or better in CHEM 124; or Grade of C or better 
in CHEM 118. Class Schedule Information: To be properly registered, students must enroll in one Lecture 
and one Quiz. 
 
CHEM 232. Structure and Function. 3 hours. (formerly, Organic Chemistry I, 4 hours) 
One-semester introduction to structure-function relationships with an emphasis on the chemistry of 
organic compounds and related spectroscopic techniques. Course Information: Prerequisite(s): Grade of C 
or better in CHEM 122; or grade C or better in CHEM118. Recommended background: Concurrent 
registration in CHEM 233. Class Schedule Information: To be properly registered, students must enroll in 
one Lecture and one Quiz. 
 
CHEM 233. Synthesis Techniques Laboratory. 2 hours. (formerly, Organic Chemistry Laboratory I) 
Introductory organic chemistry laboratory. Basic techniques (distillation, crystallization, chromatography, 
MP and BP), reactions (substitution, elimination, Diels-alder, oxidation-reduction), instrumentation (gas 
and liquid chromatography, IR.). Course Information: Prerequisite(s): Credit or concurrent registration 
in CHEM 230; or credit or concurrent registration in CHEM 232; and C or better in CHEM123. Class 
Schedule Information: During the fall and spring terms, combined section final exam will be held on 
Monday of finals week from 6 to 8 p.m. 
 
CHEM 234. Chemical Synthesis. 3 hours. (formerly, Organic Chemistry II, 4 hours) 
One-semester course focusing on the theory and experimental techniques involved in the synthesis of 
chemical compounds with an emphasis on the synthesis of organic compounds. Course Information: 
Prerequisite(s): Grade of C or better in CHEM 124; and grade of C or better in CHEM 232. Class 
Schedule Information: To be properly registered, students must enroll in one Lecture and one Quiz. 
 
CHEM 314. Inorganic Chemistry. 4 hours. 
Chemistry of the main-group elements, coordination chemistry and the transition elements, bioinorganic 
chemistry. Includes a weekly laboratory. Course Information: Prerequisite(s): Grade of C or better in 
CHEM 124; and grade of C or better in CHEM 125; and grade of C or better in CHEM 232. Class 
Schedule Information: To be properly registered, students must enroll in one Laboratory and one Lecture. 

https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20125
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20118
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20123
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20116
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20124
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20230
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20232
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20234
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20124
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20118
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20233
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20230
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20232
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20233
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CHEM 333. Interdisciplinary Approach to Chemical Synthesis. 3 hours. (formerly, Advanced 
Synthetic Laboratory) 
Advanced organic/inorganic chemistry laboratory. Synthesis, stereochemistry, spectrometry (IR, NMR), 
analytical chemistry (TLC, HPLC), microscale techniques. Design of multi-step synthesis and 
characterization of products. Course Information: Prerequisite(s): Grade of C or better in CHEM 235; and 
Grade of C or better in CHEM 314. Class Schedule Information: To be properly registered, students must 
enroll in one Laboratory and one Lecture.  
 
 

 

https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20233
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Title: Proposal to Revise the Major in English 
 
Sponsor: Department of English 
 College of Liberal Arts and Sciences 
 
Executive 
Summary: The Department of English proposes the consolidation of the Concentration in British and 

Anglophone Literature and the Concentration in American Literature to create the 
Concentration in British, American, and World Anglophone Literature. 

 
 In addition, the department proposes the removal of several courses from the list of 

courses that are selective for the Major in English: 
 ENGL 106, English and American Prose 
 ENGL 401, Modern English 
 ENGL 403, Introduction to Old English 
 ENGL 471, Topics in Native American Literatures 
 ENGL 484, Studies in Language and Cognition 
  
 A recent review of course offerings revealed that these courses have not been offered for 

a number of years. The department has no intention of offering the courses in the future 
and will therefore eliminate them. 

  
 The total number of hours required for the English major will remain unchanged at 36-

42. 
 
 In addition to the changes noted above, the English department will add three selectives 

to its course offerings: 
 ENGL 125/LALS 125, Introduction to U.S. Latinx Literature 
 ENGL 353/LALS 353, Latinx Literature 
 ENGL 442/LALS 442, Topics in Latinx Literature 
 
Description: The Department of English currently requires majors to complete three courses in one of 

the following concentrations: Concentration in British and Anglophone Literature; 
Concentration in American Literature; Concentration in Media, Rhetorical, and Cultural 
Studies; Concentration in Creative Writing (Fiction, Poetry, or Nonfiction); or 
Concentration in Professional Writing. The department proposes the consolidation of the 
Concentration in British and Anglophone Literature and the Concentration in American 
Literature to create the Concentration in British, American, and World Anglophone 
Literature, thereby reducing the total number of concentrations from five to four.  

 
Justification: The  new concentration, British, American, and World Anglophone Literature, reflects 

disciplinary shifts that move away from understanding literature exclusively in discrete 
“national” categories. It will benefit students to have the flexibility of studying literature 
both within national contexts and within the frames of global English and hybrid literary 
forms that don’t always fall neatly into “British” or “American” literary production. As a 
practical matter, this merger reflects the shrinking of the literature concentrations, which 
makes it difficult to schedule courses at the 300 and 400 levels under the old rubric. In 
2018, for example, there were only 8 majors in the British and Anglophone Literature 
concentration; offering a sufficient number of upper-level courses for that number of 
students is administratively challenging. An expanded British, American, and World 
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Anglophone Literature concentration will greatly enhance students’ choices toward 
fulfilling departmental requirements and meeting their graduation goals.  

 
Description: The department proposes the elimination of the following courses, which are currently 

selective for the Major in English: 
 ENGL 106, English and American Prose 
 ENGL 401, Modern English 
 ENGL 403, Introduction to Old English 
 ENGL 471, Topics in Native American Literatures 
 ENGL 484, Studies in Language and Cognition 

 
In addition, the Departments of French and Francophone Studies, Germanic Studies, and 
Philosophy have proposed the elimination of courses that are selective for the Major in 
English: 
 
FR 413, French Feminist and Gender Theory 
GER 480, Hegel Studies 

 PHIL 420, Plato 
 PHIL 421, Aristotle 

 
Justification: The campus periodically conducts a review of all courses that have not been offered in 

three or more years. The courses listed above were identified as not having been offered 
for a number of years; and the department has no plan to offer them in the foreseeable 
future. Because the courses are selective for the Major in English, their elimination 
necessitates a program revision. 

 
Description: The department proposes the addition of three new courses, which are cross-listed with 

the Program in Latin American and Latino Studies: 
 English 125, Introduction to U.S. Latinx Literature 
 English 353, Latinx Literature 
 English 442, Topics in Latinx Literature 
 
Justification: These courses have been designed in consultation with Latin American and Latino 

Studies and are meant to enhance our course offerings inU.S. Social and Cultural 
Diversity. The English Department already offers a comparable set of courses in both 
Asian American Literature and African American Literature. 
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Present 
 
Degree Requirements 
To earn a Bachelor of Arts in Liberal Arts and Sciences 
degree from UIC, students must complete university, 
college, and department degree requirements. The 
Department of English degree requirements are outlined 
below. Students should consult the College of Liberal 
Arts and Sciences section for additional degree 
requirements and college academic policies. Students 
are encouraged to seek advising each semester from the 
English major advisor in LAS. 
 
Summary of Requirements 
Core Requirements 12 
Selected Concentration Requirements 9-15 
English Electives 15 
General Education and Electives to reach 78-84 
minimum Total Hours 
Total Hours  120 
 
General Education 
See General Education and Writing-in-the-Discipline in 
the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences section for 
information on meeting these requirements. 
 
Core Requirements 
All English majors must complete the following courses 
with a grade of C or better. 
 
Required Courses 
ENGL 240 Introduction to Literary Study and  3 
 Critical Methods a 
ENGL 241 English Literature I: Beginnings to  3 
 1660 
ENGL 242 English Literature II: 1660 to 1900 3 
ENGL 243 American Literature: Beginnings to  3 
 1900 
Total Hours  12 
 
a ENGL 240 fulfills the Writing-in-the-Discipline 

requirement. 
 
Upper-Level Courses 
Students must take at least two courses at the 300-level 
or above. 
 
Courses from Other Departments 
Students may count one course from another 
department toward the English major. Upper-level 
courses in other departments may require prerequisites. 

Proposed 
 
SAME 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Summary of Requirements 
Core Requirements 12 
Selected Concentration Requirements 9-15 
English Electives 15 
General Education and Electives to reach 78-84 
minimum Total Hours 
Total Hours  120 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://catalog.uic.edu/ucat/colleges-depts/liberal-arts-sciences/
https://catalog.uic.edu/ucat/colleges-depts/liberal-arts-sciences/
https://catalog.uic.edu/ucat/colleges-depts/liberal-arts-sciences/
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20240
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20241
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20242
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20243
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20240
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Present 
 
For approved courses, see those listed in the 
concentrations. 
 
Selected Concentration Requirements 
Within the English major, students must select and 
complete one of the following concentrations: 
 

1. British and Anglophone Literature 
2. American Literature 
3. Media, Rhetorical, and Cultural Studies 
4. Creative Writing (Fiction, Poetry, or 

Nonfiction) 
5. Professional Writing 

 
A concentration consists of three or more courses, no 
more than one of which may be taken at the 100-level 
and one of which must be taken at the 400-level. For the 
creative writing concentration, two of the courses must 
be at the 400-level. 
 
Below are the courses that qualify for each 
concentration. Note that for the Creative Writing and 
Professional Writing concentrations, the required course 
sequence has been specified. Any course not listed 
under a concentration may only count as an elective. In 
certain cases, students may petition the Office of 
Undergraduate Studies to have courses counted toward 
a concentration or toward one other than those indicated 
below. For more information, see the catalog Course 
Descriptions or the departmental website 
http://engl.uic.edu. 
 
Select three courses from one of the following 
concentrations for a total of 9 hours. 
 
British and Anglophone Literature 
 
Select three of the following: a 9 

ENGL 103 English and American Poetry 
ENGL 104 English and American Drama 
ENGL 105 English and American Fiction 
ENGL 106 English and American Prose 
ENGL 107 Introduction to Shakespeare 
ENGL 108 British Literature and British Culture 
ENGL 114 Introduction to Colonial and  
 Postcolonial Literature 
ENGL 260 Comparative Black Literatures 
ENGL 303 Studies in Poetry 
ENGL 304 Studies in Drama 

Proposed 
 
SAME 
 
 
Selected Concentration Requirements 
Within the English major, students must select and 
complete one of the following concentrations: 
 

1. British, American, and World Anglophone 
Literature 

2. Media, Rhetorical, and Cultural Studies 
3. Creative Writing (Fiction, Poetry, or 

Nonfiction) 
4. Professional Writing 

 
SAME 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
British, American, and World Anglophone 
Literature 
 
Select three of the following: a 9 

ENGL 103 English and American Poetry 
ENGL 104 English and American Drama 
ENGL 105 English and American Fiction 
ENGL 106 English and American Prose 
ENGL 107 Introduction to Shakespeare 
ENGL 108 British Literature and British Culture 
ENGL 109 American Literature and American  
 Culture 
ENGL 112 Introduction to Native American 
 Literatures 

 

https://catalog.uic.edu/ucat/course-descriptions/
https://catalog.uic.edu/ucat/course-descriptions/
http://engl.uic.edu/
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20103
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20104
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20105
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20106
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20107
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20108
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20114
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20260
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20303
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20304
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20103
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20104
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20105
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20106
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20107
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20108
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20109
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20112
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ENGL 305 Studies in Fiction 
ENGL 311 Medieval English Literature 
ENGL 312 Sixteenth and Seventeenth Century 
 Literature 
ENGL 313 Major Plays of Shakespeare 
ENGL 314 Milton 
ENGL 315 Restoration and Eighteenth Century  
 Literature 
ENGL 316 British Romantic Literature 
ENGL 317 Victorian Literature 
ENGL 318 Modern British Literature: 1900-1945 
ENGL 319 Post-War British Literature: 1945-1980 
ENGL 320 British Literature: 1980-Present 
ENGL 333 Literatures in English Other than  
 English and American 
ENGL 351 Topics in Black Art and Literature 
ENGL 358 Colonial and Postcolonial Literature 
ENGL 403 Introduction to Old English 
ENGL 405 Topics in Old English Literature 
ENGL 408 Topics in Medieval Literature 
ENGL 413 Topics in Shakespeare 
ENGL 416 Topics in Renaissance Literature and  
 Culture 
ENGL 417 Topics in Restoration and Eighteenth- 
 century Literature and Culture 
ENGL 419 Topics in Romantic Literature and  
 Culture 
ENGL 421 Topics in Victorian Literature 
ENGL 422 Topics in Postcolonial and World  
 Literature in English 

 
Courses from other departments that count toward this 
concentration: 

CL 208 Greek Mythology 
CL 250 Greek and Roman Epic Poetry 
CL 251 Greek Tragedy 
CL 252 Greek and Roman Comedy 
CL 253 Roman Satire and Rhetoric 
FR 191 African and Caribbean Francophone  
 Literature in Translation 
GER 122 Minority Perspectives in the Germanic 
 Context 
GER 123 Introduction to Yiddish Culture and  
 Literature 
GER 316 Periods of Germanic Literature and  
 Culture 
GER 422 Germanic Cultural Studies III: Themes 
GER 438 The Faust Legend 

 

Proposed 
 

ENGL 113 Introduction to Multiethnic Literatures  
 in the United States 
ENGL 114 Introduction to Colonial and  

 Postcolonial Literature 
ENGL 118 Introduction to African American  
 Literature, 1760-1910 
ENGL 119 Introduction to African American  
 Literature Since 1910 
ENGL 123 Introduction to Asian American  
 Literature 
ENGL 125 Introduction to U.S. Latinx  
 Literature 
ENGL 260 Comparative Black Literatures 
ENGL 261 Reading Black Women Writing 
ENGL 262 Black Cultural Studies 
ENGL 265 The Harlem Renaissance 
ENGL 303 Studies in Poetry 
ENGL 304 Studies in Drama 
ENGL 305 Studies in Fiction 
ENGL 311 Medieval English Literature 
ENGL 312 Sixteenth and Seventeenth Century 
 Literature 
ENGL 313 Major Plays of Shakespeare 
ENGL 314 Milton 
ENGL 315 Restoration and Eighteenth Century  
 Literature 
ENGL 316 British Romantic Literature 
ENGL 317 Victorian Literature 
ENGL 318 Modern British Literature: 1900-1945 
ENGL 319 Post-War British Literature: 1945-1980 
ENGL 320 British Literature: 1980-Present 
ENGL 321 Early American Literature: 1630 to  
 1790 
ENGL 323 American Literature: 1790 to 1865 
ENGL 324 American Literature: 1865-1900 
ENGL 325 Modern American Literature: 1900- 
 1945 
ENGL 326 Post-War American Literature: 1945- 
 1980 
ENGL 327 Contemporary American Literature:  
 1980-Present 
ENGL 328 Asian American Literature 
ENGL 333 Literatures in English Other than  
 English and American 
ENGL 351 Topics in Black Art and Literature 
ENGL 353 Latinx Literature 
ENGL 358 Colonial and Postcolonial Literature 
ENGL 359 Ethnic American Literature 
ENGL 403 Introduction to Old English 

https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20305
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20311
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20312
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20313
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20314
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20315
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20316
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20317
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20318
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20319
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20320
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20333
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20351
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20358
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20403
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20405
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20408
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20413
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20416
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20417
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20419
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20421
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20422
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CL%20208
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CL%20250
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CL%20251
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CL%20252
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CL%20253
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=FR%20191
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=GER%20122
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=GER%20123
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=GER%20316
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=GER%20422
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=GER%20438
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20113
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20114
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20118
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20119
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20123
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20260
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20261
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20262
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20265
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20303
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20304
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20305
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20311
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20312
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20313
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20314
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20315
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20316
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20317
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20318
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20319
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20320
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20321
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20323
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20324
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20325
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20326
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20327
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20328
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20333
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20351
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20358
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20359
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20403
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POL 321 Introduction to Polish Literature 
RUSS 241 Dostoyevsky 
RUSS 242 Tolstoy 
RUSS 321 Great Russian 19th-Century Novels 
 and the European Tradition 

 
Total Hours  9 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Proposed 
 
ENGL 405 Topics in Old English Literature 
ENGL 408 Topics in Medieval Literature 
ENGL 413 Topics in Shakespeare 
ENGL 416 Topics in Renaissance Literature and  
 Culture 
ENGL 417 Topics in Restoration and Eighteenth- 
 century Literature and Culture 
ENGL 419 Topics in Romantic Literature and  
 Culture 
ENGL 421 Topics in Victorian Literature 
ENGL 422 Topics in Postcolonial and World  
 Literature in English 
ENGL 426 Topics in American Literature and  
 Culture to 1900 
ENGL 427 Topics in American Literature and  
 Culture, 1900-Present 
ENGL 441 Topics in Asian American Literature  
 and Culture 
ENGL 442 Topics in Latinx Literature 
ENGL 462 Topics in American Literary Nonfiction 
 Prose 
ENGL 470 Topics in Multiethnic Literatures in the 
 United States 
ENGL 471 Topics in Native American  
 Literatures 
ENGL 473 Topics in African-American Literature 

 
Courses from other departments that count toward this 
concentration: 

CL 208 Greek Mythology 
CL 250 Greek and Roman Epic Poetry 
CL 251 Greek Tragedy 
CL 252 Greek and Roman Comedy 
CL 253 Roman Satire and Rhetoric 
FR 191 African and Caribbean Francophone  
 Literature in Translation 
GER 122 Minority Perspectives in the Germanic 
 Context 
GER 123 Introduction to Yiddish Culture and  
 Literature 
GER 316 Periods of Germanic Literature and  
 Culture 
GER 422 Germanic Cultural Studies III: Themes 
GER 438 The Faust Legend 
JST 116 Jewish American Literature of the 
 20th Century 
LALS 192 Latin American Women Writers in  
 Translation 
LALS 295 Latino Literary Studies 

https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=POL%20321
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=RUSS%20241
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=RUSS%20242
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=RUSS%20321
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20405
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20408
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20413
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20416
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20417
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20419
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20421
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20422
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20426
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20427
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20441
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20462
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20470
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20471
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20473
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CL%20208
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CL%20250
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CL%20251
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CL%20252
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CL%20253
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=FR%20191
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=GER%20122
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=GER%20123
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=GER%20316
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=GER%20422
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=GER%20438
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=JST%20116
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=LALS%20192
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=LALS%20295
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American Literature 
 
Select three of the following: a 9 

ENGL 103 English and American Poetry 
ENGL 104 English and American Drama 
ENGL 105 English and American Fiction 
ENGL 106 English and American Prose 
ENGL 109 American Literature and American  
 Culture 
ENGL 112 Introduction to Native American 
 Literatures 
ENGL 113 Introduction to Multiethnic Literatures  
 in the United States 
ENGL 118 Introduction to African American  
 Literature, 1760-1910 
ENGL 119 Introduction to African American  
 Literature Since 1910 
ENGL 123 Introduction to Asian American  
 Literature 
ENGL 260 Comparative Black Literatures 
ENGL 261 Reading Black Women Writing 
ENGL 262 Black Cultural Studies 
ENGL 265 The Harlem Renaissance 
ENGL 303 Studies in Poetry 
ENGL 304 Studies in Drama 
ENGL 305 Studies in Fiction 
ENGL 321 Early American Literature: 1630 to  
 1790 
ENGL 323 American Literature: 1790 to 1865 
ENGL 324 American Literature: 1865-1900 
ENGL 325 Modern American Literature: 1900- 
 1945 
ENGL 326 Post-War American Literature: 1945- 
 1980 

Proposed 
 
LALS 427 Studies in Language Policy and  
 Cultural Identity 
POL 321 Introduction to Polish Literature 
RUSS 241 Dostoyevsky 
RUSS 242 Tolstoy 
RUSS 321 Great Russian 19th-Century Novels 
 and the European Tradition 
SPAN 224 Bilingual/Bicultural Hispanic American 
 Writers 
SPAN 226 Early Modern Spanish and Colonial  
 Latin American Literature and Culture 
 in Translation 

 
Total Hours  9 
 
DELETE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20103
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20104
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20105
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20106
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20109
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20112
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20113
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20118
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20119
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20123
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20260
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20261
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20262
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20265
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20303
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20304
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20305
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20321
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20323
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20324
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20325
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20326
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=LALS%20427
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=POL%20321
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=RUSS%20241
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=RUSS%20242
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=RUSS%20321
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=SPAN%20224
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=SPAN%20226
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ENGL 327 Contemporary American Literature:  
 1980-Present 
ENGL 328 Asian American Literature 
ENGL 351 Topics in Black Art and Literature 
ENGL 359 Ethnic American Literature 
ENGL 426 Topics in American Literature and  
 Culture to 1900 
ENGL 427 Topics in American Literature and  
 Culture, 1900-Present 
ENGL 441 Topics in Asian American Literature  
 and Culture 
ENGL 462 Topics in American Literary Nonfiction 
 Prose 
ENGL 470 Topics in Multiethnic Literatures in the 
 United States 
ENGL 471 Topics in Native American Literatures 
ENGL 473 Topics in African-American Literature 

 
Courses from other departments that count toward this 
concentration: 

FR 191 African and Caribbean Francophone  
 Literature in Translation 
JST 116 Jewish American Literature of the 
 20th Century 
LALS 192 Latin American Women Writers in  
 Translation 
LALS 295 Latino Literary Studies 
LALS 427 Studies in Language Policy and  
 Cultural Identity 
SPAN 224 Bilingual/Bicultural Hispanic American 
 Writers 
SPAN 226 Early Modern Spanish and Colonial  
 Latin American Literature and Culture 
 in Translation 

 
Total Hours  9 
 
Media, Rhetorical, and Cultural Studies 
 
Select three of the following: a 9 

ENGL 102 Introduction to Film 
ENGL 110 English and American Popular Genres 
ENGL 111 Women and Literature 
ENGL 113 Introduction to Multiethnic Literatures  
 in the United States 
ENGL 115 Understanding the Bible as Literature 
ENGL 117 Introduction to Gender, Sexuality and  
 Literature 
ENGL 120 Film and Culture 

Proposed 
 
DELETE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Media, Rhetorical, and Cultural Studies 
 
SAME 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20327
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20328
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20351
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20359
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20426
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20427
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20441
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20462
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20470
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20471
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20473
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=FR%20191
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=JST%20116
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=LALS%20192
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=LALS%20295
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=LALS%20427
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=SPAN%20224
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=SPAN%20226
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20102
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20110
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20111
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20113
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20115
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20117
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20120
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ENGL 121 Introduction to Moving Image Arts 
ENGL 122 Understanding Rhetoric 
ENGL 200 Basic English Grammar 
ENGL 232 History of Film I: 1890 to World 
 War II 
ENGL 233 History of Film II: World War II to 
 the Present 
ENGL 234 History of Television 
ENGL 262 Black Cultural Studies 
ENGL 265 The Harlem Renaissance 
ENGL 302 Studies in the Moving Image 
ENGL 341 Literature and Popular Culture 
ENGL 342 Cultural and Media Studies 
ENGL 343 Literature and Religion 
ENGL 351 Topics in Black Art and Literature 
ENGL 361 Gender Theory 
ENGL 362 Queer Theory 
ENGL 363 Gender and Sexuality in Literature 
ENGL 364 Disability Studies 
ENGL 370 Literary Theory 
ENGL 372 History of Literary Criticism 
ENGL 374 Rhetorical Studies 
ENGL 375 Rhetoric and Public Life 
ENGL 400 History of the English Language 
ENGL 401 Modern English 
ENGL 402 Rhetoric 
ENGL 403 Introduction to Old English 
ENGL 428 Topics in Literature and Culture, 
 1900-Present 
ENGL 429 Topics in Literature and Culture 
ENGL 438 Topics in Performance Studies 
ENGL 440 Topics in Cultural and Media Studies 
ENGL 443 Topics in Gender, Sexuality and  
 Literature 
ENGL 444 Topics in Theories of Gender and  
 Sexuality 
ENGL 445 Topics in Disability Studies 
ENGL 446 Topics in Criticism and Theory 
ENGL 448 Topics in Rhetorical Studies 
ENGL 469 Women's Literary Traditions 
ENGL 472 Women and Film 
ENGL 474 Topics in Popular Culture and  
 Literature 
ENGL 478 The Bible as Literature: Hebrew Bible 
ENGL 479 The Bible as Literature: New  
 Testament 
ENGL 483 Studies in Language and Rhetoric 
ENGL 484 Studies in Language and Cognition 
 

Proposed 
 
SAME 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ENGL 401 Modern English 
SAME 
ENGL 403 Introduction to Old English 
SAME 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ENGL 484 Studies in Language and Cognition 
 

https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20121
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20122
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20200
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20232
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20233
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20234
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20262
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20265
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20302
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20341
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20342
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20343
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20351
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20361
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20362
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20363
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20364
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20370
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20372
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20374
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20375
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20400
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20401
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20402
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20403
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20428
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20429
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20438
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20440
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20443
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20444
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20445
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20446
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20448
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20469
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20472
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20474
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20478
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20479
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20483
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20484
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20401
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20403
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20484
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ENGL 485 Studies in the English Language and  
 Linguistics 

 
Courses from other departments that count toward this 
concentration: 

FR 196 Totalitarianism, Writing and Cinema 
FR 298 French Literature, Drama and/or Film  
 in Translation 
FR 413 French Feminist and Gender Theory 
FR 440 Topics in French and Francophone  
 Cinema 
GER 125 Diaspora, Exile, Genocide: Aspects of  
 the European Jewish Experience in  
 Literature and Film 
GER 217 Introduction to German Cinema 
GER 240 Classical German Thought from Kant  
 to Nietzsche 
GER 316 Periods of Germanic Literature and  
 Culture 
GER 318 Topics in Germanic Literatures and  
 Cultures 
GER 437 Contemporary Germanic Literature 
GER 480 Hegel Studies 
GLAS 120 Intro Asian Amer Studies 
PHIL 220 Ancient Philosophy I: Plato and His  
 Predecessors 
PHIL 221 Ancient Philosophy II: Aristotle and  
 His Successors 
PHIL 223 History of Modern Philosophy I:  
 Descartes and His Successors 
PHIL 224 History of Modern Philosophy II: Kant  
 and His Predecessors 
PHIL 225 Nineteenth Century Philosophy 
PHIL 232 Sex Roles: Moral and Political Issues 
PHIL 241 Philosophy of Religion 
PHIL 420 Plato 
PHIL 421 Aristotle 
PHIL 423 Studies in Early Modern Philosophy 
PHIL 424 Kant 
PHIL 425 Studies in Nineteenth-Century  
 Philosophy 
LALS 275 Gender in Latin America 
LALS 278 Latin American/Latino Film Studies 
LALS 295 Latino Literary Studies 
LALS 350 Latinos and Latin Americans in U.S.  
 Public Discourse 
SPAN 225 Spanish and Latin American Culture  
 through Literature and Film 

Total Hours  9 

Proposed 
 
SAME 
 

 
Courses from other departments that count toward this 
concentration: 

SAME 
 
 
FR 413 French Feminist and Gender Theory 
SAME 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GER 480 Hegel Studies 
SAME 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PHIL 420 Plato 
PHIL 421 Aristotle 
SAME 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20485
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=FR%20196
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=FR%20298
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=FR%20413
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=FR%20440
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=GER%20125
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=GER%20217
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=GER%20240
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=GER%20316
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=GER%20318
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=GER%20437
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=GER%20480
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=GLAS%20120
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PHIL%20220
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PHIL%20221
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PHIL%20223
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PHIL%20224
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PHIL%20225
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PHIL%20232
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PHIL%20241
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PHIL%20420
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PHIL%20421
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PHIL%20423
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PHIL%20424
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PHIL%20425
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=LALS%20275
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=LALS%20278
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=LALS%20295
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=LALS%20350
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=SPAN%20225
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=FR%20413
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=GER%20480
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PHIL%20420
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PHIL%20421


Revision of Major in English 04.25.19 Page 11 

Present 
 
Creative Writing (Fiction, Poetry, or Nonfiction) 
 
Select three of the following:  9 
Two of the courses must be at the 400-level. 
 
Fiction 

ENGL 212 Introduction to the Writing of Fiction 
ENGL 491 Advanced Writing of Fiction 
 

Poetry 
ENGL 210 Introduction to the Writing of Poetry 
ENGL 490 Advanced Writing of Poetry 

 
Nonfiction 

ENGL 201 Introduction to the Writing of Non- 
 fiction Prose 
ENGL 492 Advanced Writing of Nonfiction Prose 

 
Total Hours  9 
 
Note: Students may repeat ENGL 490, ENGL 491, or 
ENGL 492 in order to satisfy the nine-credit-hour 
requirement. 
 
Professional Writing 
ENGL 202 Media and Professional Writing 3 
 
Select two of the following: 6 

ENGL 381 Advanced Professional Writing 
ENGL 382 Editing and Publishing 
ENGL 383 Writing Digital and New Media 
ENGL 384 Technical Writing 

 
Select one of the following: 1-6 

ENGL 493 Internship in Nonfiction Writing 
ENGL 496 Portfolio Practicum 

 
Total Hours  10-15 
 
a Students should consult the General Education section of 

the catalog to determine if any of the courses on these lists 
are approved for General Education.  

 
English Electives 
Courses 
Five additional courses, no more than one of which 15 
may be at the 100-level  
 
Total Hours  15 

Proposed 
 
Creative Writing (Fiction, Poetry, or Nonfiction) 
 
SAME 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Professional Writing 
SAME 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
English Electives 
Courses 
SAME 
 
 
 

https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20212
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20491
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20210
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20490
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20201
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20492
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20490
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20491
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20492
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20202
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20381
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20382
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20383
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20384
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20493
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20496
https://catalog.uic.edu/ucat/degree-programs/general-education/
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Distribution Requirements 
 
In addition to the Core requirements, all English majors 
must take the following, distributed across their 
concentration and electives: 
 
One course in materials before 1900 
One course in materials after 1900 
One course in U.S. Social and Cultural Diversity 
 
Courses within Each Distribution 
 
Students should consult the General Education section 
of the catalog to determine if any of the courses on 
these lists are approved for General Education. Courses 
may be used to satisfy more than one distribution 
requirement. 
 
Materials before 1900 

ENGL 107 Introduction to Shakespeare 
ENGL 115 Understanding the Bible as Literature 
ENGL 118 Introduction to African American  
 Literature, 1760-1910 
ENGL 297 Studies in the Classical Tradition 
ENGL 311 Medieval English Literature 
ENGL 312 Sixteenth and Seventeenth Century  
 Literature 
ENGL 313 Major Plays of Shakespeare 
ENGL 314 Milton 
ENGL 315 Restoration and Eighteenth Century  
 Literature 
ENGL 316 British Romantic Literature 
ENGL 317 Victorian Literature 
ENGL 321 Early American Literature: 1630 to  
 1790 
ENGL 323 American Literature: 1790 to 1865 
ENGL 324 American Literature: 1865-1900 
ENGL 403 Introduction to Old English 
ENGL 405 Topics in Old English Literature 
ENGL 408 Topics in Medieval Literature 
ENGL 413 Topics in Shakespeare 
ENGL 416 Topics in Renaissance Literature and  
 Culture 
ENGL 417 Topics in Restoration and Eighteenth- 
 century Literature and Culture 
ENGL 419 Topics in Romantic Literature and  
 Culture 
ENGL 421 Topics in Victorian Literature 
 

Proposed 
 
Distribution Requirements 
 
SAME 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Materials before 1900 
SAME 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ENGL 403 Introduction to Old English 
SAME 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://catalog.uic.edu/ucat/degree-programs/general-education/
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20107
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20115
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20118
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20297
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20311
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20312
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20313
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20314
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20315
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20316
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20317
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20321
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20323
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20324
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20403
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20405
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20408
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20413
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20416
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20417
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20419
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20421
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20403
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ENGL 426 Topics in American Literature and  
 Culture to 1900 
ENGL 478 The Bible as Literature: Hebrew Bible 
ENGL 479 The Bible as Literature: New  
 Testament 

 
Courses from other departments that fulfill this 
requirement: 

CL 208 Greek Mythology 
CL 250 Greek and Roman Epic Poetry 
CL 251 Greek Tragedy 
CL 252 Greek and Roman Comedy 
CL 253 Roman Satire and Rhetoric 
GER 240 Classical German Thought from Kant  
 to Nietzsche 
GER 316 Periods of Germanic Literature and  
 Culture 
GER 422 Germanic Cultural Studies III: Themes 
GER 437 Contemporary Germanic Literature 
GER 438 The Faust Legend 
GER 480 Hegel Studies 
PHIL 220 Ancient Philosophy I: Plato and His  
 Predecessors 
PHIL 221 Ancient Philosophy II: Aristotle and  
 His Successors 
PHIL 223 History of Modern Philosophy I:  
 Descartes and His Successors 
PHIL 224 History of Modern Philosophy II: Kant 
  and His Predecessors 
PHIL 232 Sex Roles: Moral and Political Issues 
PHIL 241 Philosophy of Religion 
PHIL 420 Plato 
PHIL 421 Aristotle 
POL 321 Introduction to Polish Literature 
RUSS 241 Dostoyevsky 
RUSS 242 Tolstoy 
RUSS 321 Great Russian 19th-Century Novels 
 and the European Tradition 
SPAN 226 Early Modern Spanish and Colonial  
 Latin American Literature and Culture  
 in Translation 

 
Materials after 1900 

ENGL 102 Introduction to Film 
ENGL 113 Introduction to Multiethnic Literatures  
 in the United States 
ENGL 114 Introduction to Colonial and  
 Postcolonial Literature 
 

Proposed 
 
SAME 
 
 
 
 
 
Courses from other departments that fulfill this 
requirement: 
SAME 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GER 480 Hegel Studies 
SAME 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PHIL 420 Plato 
PHIL 421 Aristotle 
POL 321 Introduction to Polish Literature 
RUSS 241 Dostoyevsky 
RUSS 242 Tolstoy 
RUSS 321 Great Russian 19th-Century Novels 
 and the European Tradition 
SPAN 226 Early Modern Spanish and Colonial  
 Latin American Literature and Culture  
 in Translation 

 
Materials after 1900 
SAME 
 
 
 
 
 

https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20426
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20478
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20479
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CL%20208
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CL%20250
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CL%20251
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CL%20252
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=CL%20253
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=GER%20240
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=GER%20316
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=GER%20422
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=GER%20437
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=GER%20438
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=GER%20480
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PHIL%20220
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PHIL%20221
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PHIL%20223
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PHIL%20224
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PHIL%20232
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PHIL%20241
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PHIL%20420
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PHIL%20421
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=POL%20321
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=RUSS%20241
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=RUSS%20242
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=RUSS%20321
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=SPAN%20226
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20102
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20113
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20114
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=GER%20480
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PHIL%20420
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PHIL%20421
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=POL%20321
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=RUSS%20241
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=RUSS%20242
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=RUSS%20321
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=SPAN%20226
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ENGL 119 Introduction to African American  
 Literature Since 1910 
ENGL 120 Film and Culture 
ENGL 121 Introduction to Moving Image Arts 
ENGL 123 Introduction to Asian American  
 Literature 
ENGL 202 Media and Professional Writing 
ENGL 232 History of Film I: 1890 to World 
 War II 
ENGL 233 History of Film II: World War II to the  
 Present 
ENGL 234 History of Television 
ENGL 260 Comparative Black Literatures 
ENGL 265 The Harlem Renaissance 
ENGL 302 Studies in the Moving Image 
ENGL 318 Modern British Literature: 1900-1945 
ENGL 319 Post-War British Literature: 1945-1980 
ENGL 320 British Literature: 1980-Present 
ENGL 325 Modern American Literature:  
 1900-1945 
ENGL 326 Post-War American Literature:  
 1945-1980 
ENGL 327 Contemporary American Literature:  
 1980-Present 
ENGL 333 Literatures in English Other than  
 English and American 
ENGL 351 Topics in Black Art and Literature 
ENGL 358 Colonial and Postcolonial Literature 
ENGL 422 Topics in Postcolonial and World  
 Literature in English 
ENGL 427 Topics in American Literature and  
 Culture, 1900-Present 
ENGL 428 Topics in Literature and Culture, 
 1900-Present 
ENGL 472 Women and Film 

 
Courses from other departments that fulfill this 
requirement: 

FR 191 African and Caribbean Francophone  
 Literature in Translation 
FR 196 Totalitarianism, Writing and Cinema 
FR 298 French Literature, Drama and/or Film  
 in Translation 
FR 413 French Feminist and Gender Theory 
FR 440 Topics in French and Francophone  
 Cinema 
GER 122 Minority Perspectives in the Germanic  
 Context 
 

Proposed 
 
SAME 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Courses from other departments that fulfill this 
requirement: 
SAME 

 
 
 
 
FR 413 French Feminist and Gender Theory 

SAME 
 
 
 
 

https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20119
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20120
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20121
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20123
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20202
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20232
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20233
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20234
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20260
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20265
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20302
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20318
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20319
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20320
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20325
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20326
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20327
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20333
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20351
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20358
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20422
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20427
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20428
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20472
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=FR%20191
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=FR%20196
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=FR%20298
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=FR%20413
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=FR%20440
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=GER%20122
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=FR%20413
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GER 123 Introduction to Yiddish Culture and  
 Literature 
GER 125 Diaspora, Exile, Genocide: Aspects of  
 the European Jewish Experience in  
 Literature and Film. 
GER 217 Introduction to German Cinema 
GER 318 Topics in Germanic Literatures and  
 Cultures 
GLAS 120 Intro Asian Amer Studies 
JST 116 Jewish American Literature of the 20th 
 Century 
LALS 192 Latin American Women Writers in  
 Translation 
LALS 270 Ethnography of Meso-America 
LALS 275 Gender in Latin America 
LALS 278 Latin American/Latino Film Studies 
LALS 295 Latino Literary Studies 
LALS 350 Latinos and Latin Americans in U.S.  
 Public Discourse 
LALS 427 Studies in Language Policy and  

 Cultural Identity 
PHIL 232 Sex Roles: Moral and Political Issues 
SPAN 224 Bilingual/Bicultural Hispanic American 
 Writers 
SPAN 225 Spanish and Latin American Culture  
 through Literature and Film 

 
U.S. Social and Cultural Diversity 

ENGL 110 English and American Popular Genres 
ENGL 111 Women and Literature 
ENGL 112 Introduction to Native American  
 Literatures 
ENGL 113 Introduction to Multiethnic Literatures  
 in the United States 
ENGL 114 Introduction to Colonial and  
 Postcolonial Literature 
ENGL 117 Introduction to Gender, Sexuality and  
 Literature 
ENGL 118 Introduction to African American  
 Literature, 1760-1910 
ENGL 119 Introduction to African American  
 Literature Since 1910 
ENGL 123 Introduction to Asian American  
 Literature 
 
 
ENGL 260 Comparative Black Literatures 
ENGL 261 Reading Black Women Writing 
ENGL 262 Black Cultural Studies 

Proposed 
 
SAME 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
U.S. Social and Cultural Diversity 

SAME 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ENGL 125 Introduction to U.S. Latinx  
 Literature 
SAME 
 
 

https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=GER%20123
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=GER%20125
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=GER%20217
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=GER%20318
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=GLAS%20120
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=JST%20116
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=LALS%20192
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=LALS%20270
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=LALS%20275
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=LALS%20278
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=LALS%20295
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=LALS%20350
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=LALS%20427
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PHIL%20232
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=SPAN%20224
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=SPAN%20225
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20110
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20111
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20112
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20113
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20114
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20117
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20118
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20119
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20123
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20260
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20261
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20262
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ENGL 265 The Harlem Renaissance 
ENGL 328 Asian American Literature 
ENGL 333 Literatures in English Other than  
 English and American 
ENGL 341 Literature and Popular Culture 
ENGL 342 Cultural and Media Studies 
ENGL 343 Literature and Religion 
ENGL 351 Topics in Black Art and Literature 
 
ENGL 358 Colonial and Postcolonial Literature 
ENGL 359 Ethnic American Literature 
ENGL 361 Gender Theory 
ENGL 362 Queer Theory 
ENGL 363 Gender and Sexuality in Literature 
ENGL 364 Disability Studies 
ENGL 422 Topics in Postcolonial and World  
 Literature in English 
ENGL 428 Topics in Literature and Culture, 
 1900-Present 
ENGL 429 Topics in Literature and Culture 
ENGL 440 Topics in Cultural and Media Studies 
ENGL 441 Topics in Asian American Literature  
 and Culture 
 
ENGL 443 Topics in Gender, Sexuality and  
 Literature 
ENGL 444 Topics in Theories of Gender and  
 Sexuality 
ENGL 445 Topics in Disability Studies 
ENGL 469 Women's Literary Traditions 
ENGL 470 Topics in Multiethnic Literatures in 
 the United States 
ENGL 471 Topics in Native American Literatures 
ENGL 472 Women and Film 
ENGL 473 Topics in African-American Literature 
ENGL 474 Topics in Popular Culture and  
 Literature 

 
 
Courses from other departments that fulfill this 
requirement: 

GER 123 Introduction to Yiddish Culture and  
 Literature 
GLAS 120 Intro Asian Amer Studies 
JST 116 Jewish American Literature of the 
 20th Century 
LALS 192 Latin American Women Writers in  
 Translation 
LALS 278 Latin American/Latino Film Studies 

Proposed 
 
SAME 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ENGL 353 Latinx Literature 
SAME 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
ENGL 442 Topics in Latinx Literature 
SAME 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ENGL 471 Topics in Native American 
Literatures 
ENGL 472 Women and Film 
ENGL 473 Topics in African-American Literature 
ENGL 474 Topics in Popular Culture and  
 Literature 

 
Courses from other departments that fulfill this 
requirement: 
SAME 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20265
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20328
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20333
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20341
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20342
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20343
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20351
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20358
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20359
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20361
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20362
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20363
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20364
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20422
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20428
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20429
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20440
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20441
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20443
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20444
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20445
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20469
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20470
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20471
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20472
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20473
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20474
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=GER%20123
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=GLAS%20120
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=JST%20116
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=LALS%20192
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=LALS%20278
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20471
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20472
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20473
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20474
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LALS 295 Latino Literary Studies 
LALS 350 Latinos and Latin Americans in U.S.  
 Public Discourse 
LALS 427 Studies in Language Policy and  
 Cultural Identity 
PHIL 232 Sex Roles: Moral and Political Issues 
SPAN 224 Bilingual/Bicultural Hispanic American 
 Writers 

 
 
Recommended Plan of Study 
Courses which satisfy concentrations, distributions, 
and/or English electives should be chosen in 
consultation with an English Department advisor. 
 
First Year 
Fall Semester  Hours 
ENGL 160 Academic Writing I: Writing in  3 
 Academic and Public Contexts 
Quantitative Reasoning 3-5 
Foreign Language 4 
General Education Requirement course 3-5 
 
 Hours 13-17 
 
ENGL 161 Academic Writing II: Writing for  3 
 Inquiry and Research 
ENGL 1xx  3 
ENGL 240 Introduction to Literary Study and 3 
 Critical Methods 
Foreign Language 4 
General Education Requirement course 3-5 
 
 Hours 16-18 
 
Second Year 
Fall Semester 
ENGL 241 English Literature I: Beginnings 3 
 to 1660 
ENGL 243 American Literature: Beginnings to 3 
 1900 
Foreign Language 4 
General Education Requirement course 3-5 
General Education Requirement course 3 
 
 Hours 16-18 
 
 
 

Proposed 
 
SAME 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Recommended Plan of Study 
SAME 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=LALS%20295
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=LALS%20350
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=LALS%20427
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PHIL%20232
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=SPAN%20224
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20160
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20161
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20240
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20241
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20243
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Spring Semester 
ENGL 242 English Literature II: 1660 to 1900 3 
ENGL 1xx, 2xx, 3xx 3 
Foreign Language 4 
General Education Requirement course 3 
General Education Requirement course 3 
 
 Hours 16 
 
Third Year 
Fall Semester 
ENGL 2xx, 3xx  3 
ENGL 2xx, 3xx  3 
General Education Requirement course 3 
General Education Requirement course/Elective 3 
Electives  3 
 
 Hours 15 
 
Spring Semester 
ENGL 2xx, 3xx, 4xx 3 
ENGL 2xx, 3xx, 4xx 3 
General Education Requirement course/Elective 3 
Electives  6 
 
 Hours 15 
 
Fourth Year 
Fall Semester 
ENGL 3xx, 4xx  3 
Electives  12 
 
 Hours 15 
 
Spring Semester 
ENGL 3xx, 4xx  3 
Electives  11-12 
 
 Hours 14-15 
 
 Total Hours 120 
 
Note: One course from another department other than 
English may count toward the major. See the course 
catalog for a list of approved courses. 
 
Note: Courses that satisfy concentrations, distributions, 
and/or English electives should be chosen in 
consultation with an English Department advisor. 

Proposed 
 
SAME 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20242
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Minority Impact Statement: The addition of courses in Latinx literature provides for more diverse course 
offerings in literature than we currently offer.  We expect that these courses will draw interest from the 
large Latinx populations at UIC. 
 
Budgetary and Staff Implications:  We expect to request a joint-appointed, tenure track faculty position 
in Latinx literature. 
 
Library Resource Implications: We expect to work with the library in the years ahead to enhance their 
already substantial holdings in the field of Latinx literature and culture. 
 
Space Implications: No new space is required. 
 
Unit (e.g. department) approval date: March 8, 2019 
 
College (educational policy committee, faculty) approval dates: 
 LAS Educational Policy Committee: April 29, 2019 
 
Faculty Contact Person: Natasha Barnes, Director of Undergraduate Studies (nbbarnes@uic.edu) 
 
Proposed Effective Date: Spring 2020 
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Revision of the Major in English 
Courses 

 
 
New Courses 
 
 
ENGL 125. Introduction to U.S. Latinx Literature. 3 hours (selective for the major) 
Introductory survey of a wide range of U.S. Latinx literature in various genres and various ethnic, 
geographical and historical contexts. Same as LALS 125. U.S. Society and Creative Arts course. 
 
ENGL 353. Latinx Literature. 3 hours (selective for the major) 
Development of Latinx literature from different historical periods and diasporic communities. Analysis of 
political and social concerns relevant to Latinx literature and culture. Same as LALS 353. Course 
Information: Prerequisite(s): Grade of C or better in ENGL 240 or Grade of C or better in ENGL 243 or 
grade of C or better in LALS 101 or Grade of C or better in LALS 102; or Consent of instructor. 
 
ENGL 442. Topics in Latinx Literature. 3 hours. 4 hours. (selective for the major) 
Study of a specific topic in Latinx literature and literary studies, which may examine a single or select 
group of authors, a particular genre, or a particular regional or aesthetic focus. Topics vary. Same as 
LALS 442. Course Information: Prerequisite(s): Grade of C or better in ENGL 240 or Grade of C or 
better in ENGL 243 or grade of C or better in LALS 101 or Grade of C or better in LALS 102; and junior 
standing or above; or consent of instructor. 
 
 
Revised Courses 
 
ENGL 305. Studies in Fiction. 3 hours. (revision of recommended background statement) 
Survey of a topic or a movement in fiction. Course Information: Prerequisite(s): Grade of C or better in 
ENGL 240; and Grade of C or better in ENGL 241 or Grade of C or better in ENGL 242 or Grade of C or 
better in ENGL 243. Recommended background: ENGL 105 or 106. 
 
ENGL 405. Topics in Old English Literature. 3 or 4 hours. (revision of prerequisite statement) 
Studies in the language and literature of pre-Conquest England. Content varies. Course Information: 3 
undergraduate hours. 4 graduate hours. May be repeated up to 1 time(s). Prerequisite(s): ENGL 403; or 
consent of the instructor. 
 
 
Dropped Courses 
 
ENGL 106. English and American Prose. 3 hours. 
Reading and analysis of representative selections from a variety of periods and forms of nonfiction prose. 
Creative Arts course. 
 
ENGL 401. Modern English. 3 or 4 hours. 
This is a course on the sound system, the lexicon and syntax-semantics of modern American English 
taught from the linguistic perspective. Course Information: 3 undergraduate hours. 4 graduate hours. 
Prerequisite(s): Senior standing or 9 hours of English or consent of the instructor. Recommended 
background: ENGL 200. 
 

https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20240
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20241
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20242
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20243
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20105
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20403
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20200
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ENGL 403. Introduction to Old English. 3 or 4 hours. 
The elements of Old English grammar and readings from the literature of England before the Norman 
Conquest. Course Information: 3 undergraduate hours. 4 graduate hours. Prerequisite(s): ENGL 240; and 
ENGL 241 or ENGL 242 or ENGL 243; or consent of the instructor. 
 
ENGL 471. Topics in Native American Literatures. 3 or 4 hours. 
The history and development of literature by and about American Indians. Content varies. Course 
Information: Same as NAST 471. 3 undergraduate hours. 4 graduate hours. May be repeated up to 1 
time(s). Prerequisite(s): Senior standing or above and 6 hours of English, African American studies, or 
Latin American studies or consent of the instructor. 
 
ENGL 484. Studies in Language and Cognition. 3 or 4 hours. 
Examination of relationships among theories of language structure, cognition, and discourse, with 
applications of such theories to the writing process. Course Information: 3 undergraduate hours. 4 
graduate hours. Prerequisite(s): ENGL 401; or consent of the instructor. 
 

https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20240
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20241
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20242
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20243
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=NAST%20471
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20401


REQUEST FOR A NEW UNIT OF INSTRUCTION: Certificate 
 
Definitions and guidelines for creating certificate programs are available at  
http://ossssql1.admin.uillinois.edu/oaa/CertificatePrograms.asp 
 
BACKGROUND 

 
1.   Name of Institution: University of Illinois at Chicago 

Department and/or College Sponsor: Department of Germanic Studies 

List unit approvals with dates: Department: 4/17/19; LAS EPC: 4/29/19; LAS Faculty: TBD 

 
2.   Title of Proposed Certificate: Certificate in German Language 
 
3.   Contact Person: Patrick Fortmann  
 
 3.1. Telephone (312) 996-5218 

 3.2. E-mail fortmann@uic.edu 

 3.3. Fax (312) 413-1044 

 3.4 Contact Person and Unit to Receive Student Applications:  

             Patrick Fortmann (or current Director of Undergraduate Studies, Germanic Studies) 

 
4.   Level and Type of Proposed Certificate 
 
         ☐ Undergraduate Certificate (1-2 years)  ☐ Post-Baccalaureate Certificate 
         ☒ Undergraduate Certificate (2-4 years)  ☐ Post-Master’s Certificate 
         ☐ First Professional Certificate 

         ☒ Campus Certificate                                               ☐ IBHE Certificate 
 
5.   Requested CIP Code (6-digits) _________ (to be supplied by the Office of Academic Programs) 
 
6.   Proposed Date for Implementation: Fall 2020 
 
7.   Location Offered1: ☒ On-Campus  
                                         ☐ Off-Campus: Region Number(s)       or Statewide       
        ☐ Online 
 

                                                           
1 Institutions may request approval to offer a program, simultaneously, on- and off-campus, including statewide.  
However, assessments of program objectives and outcomes should be developed that address all of the locations 
and modes of delivery for which the institution is seeking approval.  Note that “on-campus” approval extends to the 
entire region in which the main campus is located.  New off-campus programs to be offered outside the institution’s 
region require approval. 

http://ossssql1.admin.uillinois.edu/oaa/CertificatePrograms.asp


8.   MISSION, OBJECTIVES AND PRIORITIES 
8.1 Describe specific objectives and measurable contributions the certificate will make to the 
university’s mission, paying particular attention to the program’s consistency with the university’s 
priorities.  Such objectives and contributions may include: 

• serving a distinct student population; 
• occupational and student demand for the program; 
• collaborating with and/or supporting other programs at the institution; 
• meeting the needs of state agencies, industry, business, health care providers, other 

educational institutions, and/or society; and 
• increasing the number of graduates in a high demand or emerging field of study. 

 
The UIC Scope and Mission Statement articulates the following charge: "To foster scholarship and 
practices that reflect and respond to the increasing diversity of the U.S. in a rapidly globalizing 
world." The Certificate in German Language will directly further this goal by equipping students with 
skills to more successfully navigate a highly global economy, of which Germany is a critical part.   

 
As described in more detail below (8.2 and 8.3), the Certificate in German Language will train future 
graduates and professionals to meet the need of state agencies, industry, business, health care 
providers, and educational institutions in Chicago and the surrounding Midwest region, a historical 
locus of German immigration to the United States.     

 
The certificate may be particularly appealing to students of primarily German heritage or 
engineering students who wish to study abroad, take advantage of funding opportunities provided 
by the German Academic Exchange Service, or work in a German-speaking country. Many of these 
students are already attracted to German language courses, and when queried in fall 2018, 22% of 
the 122 students taking GER 101, 102, 103, 104, or 212 said they would be interested in pursuing a 
German language certificate such as the one proposed here, with another 48% expressing a possible 
interest. The Certificate in German Language would provide these students the opportunity to 
formalize and document their pursuit of greater German fluency. 

 
Additionally, recent studies have shown, and the experience of UIC language instructors confirms, 
that knowledge of a second language increases cognitive function, empathy, and lifelong earning 
potential. As such, language skills prepare students to engage with an increasingly diverse and 
globalized society on both a personal and professional level. 

 
8.2 Explain how the certificate will meet regional and state needs and priorities. 
 

According to the International Monetary Fund, the German economy ranks number one in Europe 
and among the top five world-wide. Due to this globally-strong economy, a large number of 
technical, pharmaceutical, medical, legal, and commercial enterprises have branches in Chicago or in 
the broader Midwest, including BMW, Mercedes Benz, UBS, HARIBO of America, and ThyssenKrupp. 
As such, German language skills would carry particular value for students in the colleges of Liberal 
Arts and Sciences, Business Administration, Engineering, Applied Health Sciences, and Nursing who 
plan to pursue careers in which they would interface with German-speaking enterprises in our 
region or abroad. A formal certification of their training and skill that is marked on the student's 
transcript would be tangibly beneficial and distinguish them from other candidates on the job 
market. 

 



8.3 Discuss estimated future employment opportunities for completers of this certificate program.  
Where appropriate, provide documentation by citing data from such sources as employer surveys, 
current labor market analyses, and future workforce projections.   

 
Globalization and increases in the number of non-English-speaking individuals in the US have driven 
demand in the workforce for diverse language skills. As a reflection of this trend, the Bureau of 
Labor Statistics predicted in 2013 that interpreters and translators would be the fifth-fastest-
growing occupation over the next decade, and in 2018, the BLS projected the field would grow 18% 
between 2016 and 2026, which is well above average. Though the certificate is not meant to 
prepare students for careers as specially trained legal, medical, or literary translators, the students 
who complete it will be prepared to communicate in native-speaker settings and will thus bring 
coveted and valuable language skills to their everyday duties and responsibilities.    

 
Additionally, for students interested in graduate study in fields that may require advanced reading 
knowledge in German, such as Philosophy, History, English, and Art History, completion of the 
certificate would better prepare them for success in and may make them more competitive for top 
programs in their disciplines.   

 
 

9.   PROGRAM DESCRIPTION 
 

9.1 Provide a brief narrative description of the certificate program, including a list of its central academic 
objectives.  Explain how the curriculum is structured to meet the certificate’s stated objectives.  
Provide a complete catalog description for the proposed certificate, including: 

• program admission such as minimum grade point average, prior degrees or coursework, etc. 
• academic policies for completion of the certificate, such as minimum grade point average, 

grade requirements required in individual courses, etc. 
• policy on the acceptance of transfer credit to apply toward the certificate program 
• policy on application of certificate program credit toward a degree program at UIC 
• complete listing of course and other requirements; note that new courses should be forwarded 

concurrently through the Course Request System (CRS) 
• course descriptions from the UIC web catalog (may be attached as an appendix) 

 
The Certificate in German Language provides students interested in developing higher-level 
proficiency in the language with the opportunity to certify their acquisition of those skills. Students 
with basic listening, oral, and writing skills, as taught in the beginning-level courses, can satisfy the 
requirements of the certificate by taking two classes at the intermediate level to further develop 
these fundamental language skills, followed by three classes at a more advanced level, which allow 
students to polish language skills and raise proficiency to a level suitable for purposeful and effective 
communication in everyday German-speaking environments as well as German professional 
settings. 

 
Students from other disciplines who want to pursue the Certificate in German Language must 
complete a minimum of 17 semester hours, as outlined below: 

GER 103 Intermediate German I    4 
GER 104 Intermediate German II    4 
Two of the following:     6 



GER 211 Exploring German-Speaking Cultures 
GER 212 Rural, Urban, Global: Germanic Geographies 
GER 214 Conversational German through Popular Culture and Media 

 One of the following:     3 
  GER 299 Becoming Transcultural: Study Abroad 
  GER 310 Contemporary German 
  GER 311 German Literature in a Global Context 
  GER 315 Business Culture in German-Speaking Countries 
  GER 401 Research in German Studies 
  GER 415 Business Practices in German-Speaking Countries 
 
 Total hours      17 
 
 

Students with AP/IB credit who placed out of GER 104 and/or GER 214 must take additional credit 
hours to complete the 17 required for the certificate. Students pursuing the major or minor in 
Germanic Studies may not also pursue the Certificate in German Language.  
 
(Descriptions for these courses can be found at the end of this document.) 

 
9.2 Describe the strategies to be incorporated into the proposed certificate to promote student learning. 
 
 The basic language courses in German, concluding with GER 104 Intermediate German II, are 

designed to develop fundamental listening, oral, and writing skills in the language and to build 
vocabulary practical for everyday life. To receive the certificate, students would be required to take 
three additional courses beyond the intermediate level. These more advanced courses use teaching 
methods and materials that advance a student’s lexical and grammatical adeptness, develop writing 
skills, and facilitate the student’s consumption of complex visual, written, and oral texts in German. 
As such, these advanced courses will foster the more sophisticated language proficiency completion 
of the certificate implies.  

 
9.3 Learning Objectives and Outcomes: Explain what students are expected to know and/or be able to do 

upon completion of the certificate program. 
 

In addition to a solid grounding in foundational listening, oral, and writing skills, students will further 
develop conversational and writing abilities in advanced-level courses. They will be able to express 
opinions and form arguments in German, both orally and in writing, and will demonstrate the ability 
to use native-like idiomatic expressions to articulate nuanced ideas. Through the advanced courses, 
students will develop an understanding of contemporary cultural norms and practices of different 
German-speaking countries, as well as the ability to engage with and analyze German cultural 
products, including media and literature.  

       
9.4 Assessment: Describe how the above objectives will be assessed, such as:  

• End- or near-end-of-program assessment of student learning, in addition to course-by-course 
assessment such as: (1) evaluation of capstone experiences (projects, recitals, exhibits, 
portfolios, etc.); (2) pre- and post-testing (value-added assessment); 



• Multiple performance measures, if necessary, that reflect the uniqueness of the certification 
program and discipline such as:  (1) standardized or other comprehensive examinations; (2) 
certification examinations. 

 
 The advanced courses required for completion of the certificate incorporate regular writing 

assignments, including more substantial midterm and final written assessments. Along with in-class 
participation and oral presentations, these measures are designed to assess students' development 
and proficiency in written and oral communication.  

 
 
 
10.  RESOURCES 
 

10.1 Complete Table I.  Indicate on the appropriate lines in the table all sources of funds, both state and 
non-state, and reallocations that will support the certificate program. 

 
See attached. 

 
10.2 Provide a narrative budget statement that explains the source(s) of funds and how the funds are to 

be used to support the certificate program (e.g., additional faculty and staff, equipment, space, 
library resources). It would be useful to state the projected number of students anticipated in the 
program.  

     
 The department predicts that there will be between 10-20 students pursuing the certificate at any 

given time.  The courses required for the certificate are already customarily included as part of the 
department's instructional budget, and typically do not reach full capacity for enrollments. 
Therefore, neither the department nor the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences anticipates that this 
program will cause an increase in the present instructional budget nor necessitate additional space 
or faculty resources. Furthermore, the faculty will employ the same equipment and require the 
same library resources as presently.  

 
10.3 What tuition rate will be charged for this program (range tuition or online hourly)?       

(Note that a program must be offered at least 75% online if it is to assess the online   
    hourly tuition rate.) 

 
 Range 

 
10.4 Is this a contract program? If so, please identify the contracting agency or organization.  

 
 No 

 
 
 
11. EFFECT ON UIC UNITS 
 

11.1 Explain the involvement of other units at UIC in the certificate program. Have these units approved 
of their participation? Provide evidence of support.  

 



 The courses are all offered within the Department of Germanic Studies; no other units will be 
impacted. 

 
11.2 Explain the effect of the program on other UIC units’ programs. Have these units been notified of 

this effect? (Provide evidence of this notification.) 
 

 No other units will be impacted.  
 

 
 
12.  MODE OF DELIVERY AND PROGRAM SUPPORT 
 

12.1 Describe the certificate’s mode(s) of delivery. If some courses will be delivered online (fully online or 
hybrid) list those courses. 

 
  GER 103 and 104 are offered in a blended format. Other courses are in a lecture-discussion format.  
 
12.2 Describe the process for assuring the quality of the program in the following areas:  

(a) faculty qualifications and evaluation;  
 

Instructors teaching the courses required for the certificate will be specifically trained to teach 
the German language and coach students to raise their oral, written, and speaking skills as they 
progress through the coursework. All instructors will have an in-class evaluation and report on 
performance by a supervisor at least once every year, and student evaluations will be 
considered when assessing instructors' performances.   

 
(b) student access to necessary library resources;  

 
Students will be guided to textbook and dictionary sources online, as well as to the Richard 
Daley Library and the department library where additional sources will be placed on reserve for 
their use. 

 
(c) where appropriate, student and faculty access to technical support, including computing. 
  

Faculty and students may require, as they do now, technical assistance in the classroom when 
completing presentations on PowerPoint or similar computer programs.  

 
 

  



 
TABLE I 

         TOTAL RESOURCE REQUIREMENTS FOR THE NEW UNIT 
  Current Budget 2nd 3rd 4th 

Year Year Year Year Year 
1 Total Resource Requirements 

 
$109,369 $0.00   $0.00   $0.00   $0.00   

2 Resources Available from Federal Sources1 

 
$0.00 $0.00   $0.00   $0.00   $0.00   

3 Resources Available from Other Non-State 
Sources1 
 

$0.00 $0.00   $0.00   $0.00   $0.00   

4 Existing State Resources2 

 
$109,369 $0.00   $0.00   $0.00   $0.00   

5 Resources Available through Internal Reallocation3 

 
$0.00   $0.00   $0.00   $0.00   $0.00   

6 New State Resources Required4 

 
$0.00 $0.00   $0.00   $0.00   $0.00   

 Breakdown: New State Resources Required      
7 FTE Staff5 

 
6 
 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 

8 Personal Services 
 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

9 Equipment and Instructional Needs 
 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

10 Library 
 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

11 Other Support Services6 

 
N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
1These lines reflect funds available (not incremental funds) from non-state sources in any given year 
2Existing state resources in each successive year are equal to the sum of the previous year’s existing state 
resources (line 4); plus resources made available through internal reallocation (line 5); plus new state resources 
(line 6).  If state resources allocated to a program in any given year (line 4) exceed state resource requirements 
needed to support the program in the following year, state resource requirements should be reduced with a 
negative dollar adjustment on line 5.  The sum of lines 2 through 6 will always equal line 1. 
3Numbers can be either positive (allocated to the program) or negative (allocated away from the program). 
4Reflects the level of state funding requested in the referenced year.  Dollars reported are incremental. 
5Reflects the number of FTE staff to be supported with requested funds.  Not a dollar entry. 
6Other dollars directly assigned to the program.  Do not include allocated support services. 

 

 

 
  



Courses in Germanic Studies  
Impacted by Certificate in German Language 

 

Requirements for the certificate 
GER 103. Intermediate German I. 4 hours.  
Continuation of GER 102 or GER 106. Intensive exposure to the language and culture of German-
speaking countries, with use of current materials. Course Information: Credit is not given for GER 103 if 
the student has credit for GER 107. This is a blended-online and classroom course. Use of computer and 
internet access is required. A high speed connection, while not required, is strongly suggested. 
Prerequisite(s): Grade of C or better in GER 102 or grade of C or better in GER 106; or appropriate score 
on the department placement test. 
  
GER 104. Intermediate German II. 4 hours. (requirement for the certificate) 
Continuation of GER 103. Exposure to multiple textual and aural genres and socio-cultural situations to 
familiarize students with contemporary life in the German-speaking world. Course Information: Credit is 
not given for GER 104 if the student has credit for GER 107. A blended-online and classroom course. Use 
of computer and internet access is required. A high speed connection, while not required, is strongly 
suggested. Prerequisite(s): Grade of C or better in GER 103; or appropriate score on the placement test. 
  

Selectives for the certificate 
GER 211 Exploring German-Speaking Cultures. 3 hours (selective for the certificate) 
Exploration of cultural and political aspects of German-speaking cultures. High-intermediate to 
advanced language training using authentic written, visual and oral texts. Prerequisite(s): GER 104 or 
GER 107 or the equivalent. 
  
GER 212 Rural, Urban, Global: Germanic Geographies. 3 hours  
Exploration of cities and places within the German-speaking world along with their correlative cultures. 
High-intermediate to advanced language training using authentic written, visual and oral texts. 
Prerequisite(s): GER 104 or GER 107 or the equivalent. 
  
GER 214 Conversational German through Popular Culture and Media. 3 hours  
Exploration of German popular culture and media using authentic materials. Intermediate to advanced 
training in developing and refining effective communication skills by emphasizing pronunciation, 
idiomatic expressions, and monitoring grammatical errors. Course Information: May be repeated if 
course focus is different. Prerequisite(s): Credit or concurrent registration in GER 104 or Credit or 
concurrent registration in GER 107 or the equivalent. 
  
GER 299 Becoming Transcultural: Study Abroad. 0-17 hours  
Provides credit for foreign study in German-speaking countries. Proposal for Study Abroad must have 
prior approval of Department of Germanic Studies and College of Liberal Arts and Sciences. Final 
determination of credit made upon completion of work. Course Information: May be repeated for a 
maximum of 34 hours of credit per academic year. Prerequisite(s): Sophomore standing or above; and 
approval of the department and approval of the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences. In exceptional 
cases students may be permitted to take this course after the first freshman semester. Students must be 
in good academic standing. 
  
GER 310 Contemporary German Language, Culture and Society. 3 hours  

https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=GER%20102
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=GER%20106
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=GER%20103
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=GER%20107
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=GER%20102
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=GER%20106
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=GER%20103
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=GER%20104
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=GER%20107
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=GER%20103
http://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=GER%20104
http://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=GER%20107
http://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=GER%20104
http://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=GER%20107
http://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=GER%20104
http://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=GER%20107


Focus on contemporary German culture and society through analysis of visual, written and oral texts. 
Advanced training in German language skills and in cultural competence. Course Information: May be 
repeated for a maximum of 6 hours of credit. Only majors and certificates outside the Department of 
Germanic Studies may repeat this course for a maximum of 6 hours of credit. Prerequisite(s): Credit or 
concurrent registration in GER 211 or Credit or concurrent registration in GER 212 or Credit or 
concurrent registration in GER 214 or the equivalent. 
  
GER 311 German Literature in a Global Context. 3 hours  
Exploration of German literature within a European and international context. Advanced training in 
German language skills. Course Information: Prerequisite(s): Credit or concurrent registration in 
GER 211; or Credit or concurrent registration in GER 212; or Credit or concurrent registration in GER 214 
or the equivalent. 
  
GER 315 Business Culture in German-Speaking Countries. 3 hours  
Practical vocabulary and oral and written communication for business and industry. Prerequisite(s): 
Credit or concurrent registration in GER 211; or Credit or concurrent registration in GER 212; or Credit or 
concurrent registration in GER 214 or the equivalent. 
  
GER 401 Research in German Studies. 3 hours  
Capstone course with focus on research in a variety of areas under the umbrella of German Studies. 
Individual research projects and focused analysis of visual, written and oral texts. Advanced training in 
German language skills. Course Information: May be repeated for a maximum of 6 hours of credit for 
undergraduates. Prerequisite(s): GER 211 or GER 212 or the equivalent.  
 
GER 415 Business Practices in German-Speaking Countries. 3 hours  
Extensive practice in the writing of business correspondence and formal presentations.3 undergraduate 
hours. Prerequisite(s): GER 211, GER 212 or consent of the instructor.  

 

http://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=GER%20211
http://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=GER%20211
http://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=GER%20211
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Title: Proposal to Revise the BA in Liberal Arts and Sciences, Major in Latin American and Latino 
Studies 

 Proposal to Revise the Minor in Latin American and Latino Studies 
 
Sponsor:  Latin American and Latino Studies Program 
  College of Liberal Arts and Sciences 
 
Executive 
Summary: The department proposes replacing the two-course 400-level elective requirement in the Major in 

Latin American and Latino Studies with the requirement that students complete LALS 491, Topics 
in Latin American Studies, and LALS 495, Topics in Latino Studies. The one-course 400-level 
elective requirement in the Minor would be replaced with the option for students to take either 
LALS 491 or 495. 

 
 Additionally, the department proposes naming LALS 403, Interdisciplinary Research Methods in 

Latin American and Latino Studies, as the course requirement for highest departmental distinction 
instead of LALS 302, Research Workshop in Latin American and Latino Studies. In addition, the 
current Senior Thesis requirement for highest departmental distinction will be relabeled as Senior 
Project. 

 
Description: The Major in Latin American and Latino Studies (LALS) currently requires students to take two 

LALS electives at the 400-level. The department proposes replacing these electives with the 
requirement that students take both LALS 491, Topics in Latin American Studies, and LALS 495, 
Topics in Latino Studies. Additionally, the department proposes replacing the one 400-level 
elective required for the Minor in LALS with the requirement that students take either LALS 491 
or LALS 495. The total credit hours required for both the major and minor remain unchanged. 

  
Justification: Currently, students in the major receive requisite training in the study of both Latino Studies and 

Latin American Studies through LALS 101, Introduction to Latin American Studies, and LALS 
102, Introduction to Latino Studies. However, after these two introductory courses, the current 
structure of the major permits students to focus the remaining coursework in only one of these 
areas. Requiring students to take LALS 491 and 495 instead of any 400-level will insure they are 
exposed to both areas of study throughout the course of the major. Additionally, including these 
two courses in the major will help foster a stronger sense of cohort with shared intellectual 
concerns and experiences; currently, LALS 301 is the only required course that brings all our 
majors together before graduation. 

 
 LALS 491 and 495 also provide an important emphasis on theory, and the department believes that 

courses focusing on social or cultural theory of Latin America and Latinos are an important 
element of students’ training in the discipline. Guaranteeing exposure to theoretical thinking in the 
field is also the motivation for the revision to the minor. 

 
 The department plans to continue offering LALS 491 and 495 in regular rotation every year, so the 

courses will be easily accessible, and other elective requirements in the major and minor will 
continue to allow students to explore other areas of interest in the field. LALS 495 will be offered 
every fall and 491 every spring semester. 

 
Description: The department also proposes revising the expectations for earning highest distinction in the major. 

Currently, the requirements for highest distinction read, “3.75/4.00 in the major, LALS 302 
(Research Workshop in Latin American and Latino Studies), and completion of a senior thesis.” 



Revision of the Major and Minor in Latin American and Latino Studies 2 

With the revision, that would instead read, “3.75/4.00 in the major, LALS 403 (Interdisciplinary 
Research Methods in Latin American and Latino Studies), and a 15-20–page Senior Project.” 

  
Justification: This change seeks to raise the bar for highest distinction by requiring a graduate-level research 

experience. In addition to requiring a more challenging experience, it will expose our top students 
to a foundational course for graduate research in this discipline, whereas the currently required 
300-level course tends to attract undergraduates from a variety of fields. Because many LALS 
students who apply for highest distinction aspire toward graduate school, the department believes 
this revision will better prepare them for that path.  

 
 The change to the “Senior Project” more accurately reflects the expectations and goals for this 

requirement and gives clearer guidance on length. Due to the interdisciplinary nature of the field, 
the department wishes to better accommodate social science students whose methodologies (e.g., 
surveys, interviews, field work) might make a one-semester timeline unrealistic and students 
interested in art-based research. Accordingly, the “Senior Project” might be a developed research 
proposal that includes a thorough literature review and appropriate research design, or other forms 
of intellectual production based in the literary, visual, and performing arts (e.g., fiction writing, 
photovoice, ethnodrama), in addition to traditional research essays.  
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Catalog Statement 
 

Present 
 
The program in Latin American Studies and Latino 
Studies seeks to provide students with an understanding 
of the history, cultures, and contemporary issues of 
Latin Americans and Latinos in the U.S. using 
interdisciplinary approaches. Courses for the major and 
minor cover Mexico, the Caribbean, and Central and 
South America as well as urbanization and social and 
political processes among Latino groups in Chicago and 
throughout the United States. Comparative and diverse 
developmental perspectives illuminate linkages among 
the countries and peoples of the Americas. A major or 
minor in Latin American and Latino Studies can serve 
as a useful basis for careers in public service, business, 
professional, or academic life related to Latin America 
or U.S. Latinos. 
 
Requirements are designed so that students acquire a 
general background in both Latin American and Latino 
studies in the lower-division courses. Students have the 
option to pursue a general curriculum by taking an 
equal amount of upper-division courses in Latin 
American and Latino Studies or to pursue an area of 
specialization in either Latin American or Latino 
Studies by taking more upper-division courses in one of 
the two areas. Students may also choose to take courses 
in a particular disciplinary area of the humanities 
(history and cultural studies) or the social sciences 
(anthropology, political science, sociology) or a 
combination of these areas. Students are strongly 
encouraged to take at least one course on Mexico. 
 
 
Distinction 
To be considered for distinction, students must obtain a 
3.00/4.00 overall GPA, plus the following: 
 

• 3.50/4.00 GPA in the major for Distinction; 
• 3.75/4.00 GPA in the major for High 

Distinction; 
• 3.75/4.00 GPA in the major, LALS 302, and 

completion of a senior thesis for Highest 
Distinction. 

 
 
 
 

 

Proposed 
 
SAME 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Requirements are designed so that students acquire 
exposure to both Latin American and Latino studies, 
with a general background from introductory-level 
courses and more specialized study at the advanced 
level. Students can tailor the remaining requirements 
toward a more general curriculum by taking an equal 
amount of courses in Latin American Studies and in 
Latino Studies or pursue an area of specialization by 
taking more of their remaining courses in one of the two 
areas. Students may also choose to take courses in a 
particular disciplinary area of the humanities (history 
and cultural studies) or the social sciences 
(anthropology, political science, sociology) or a 
combination of these areas. Students are strongly 
encouraged to take at least one course on Mexico. 
 
Distinction 
SAME 
 
 
 
 
 

• 3.75/4.00 GPA in the major, LALS 403 and a 
15-20 page Senior Project for Highest 
Distinction. 

 

https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=LALS%20302
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Degree Requirements 
To earn a Bachelor of Arts in Liberal Arts and Sciences 
degree from UIC, students must complete university, 
college, and program degree requirements. The Latin 
American and Latino Studies Program degree 
requirements are outlined below. Students should 
consult the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences section 
for additional degree requirements and college 
academic policies. 
 
Summary of Requirements 
 
Major Requirements 33-36 
Prerequisite and Collateral Courses 4 
General Education and Electives to reach 80-83 
minimum Total Hours 
Total Hours 120 
 
General Education 
See General Education and Writing-in-the-Discipline in 
the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences section for 
information on meeting these requirements. 
 
Major Requirements 
For the Bachelor of Arts, 33 semester hours are required 
as distributed below. For the Bachelor of Arts with 
highest academic distinction, 36 semester hours are 
required as distributed below: 
 
Required Courses 
LALS 101 Introduction to Latin American 3 
 Studies a,b 
LALS 102 Introduction to Latino Studies b,c 3 
Three 200-level courses 9 
LALS 301 Research Methods in Latin America  3 
 and Latino Studies d 
One additional 100- or 200-level course 3 
Two additional 300-level courses 6 
Two 400-level courses 6 
 
LALS 302 Research Workshop in Latin 3 
 American and Latino Studies 
 (Required for highest departmental  
 distinction only) 
Total Hours  33-36 
 
 
 
 

Proposed 
 
SAME 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LALS 491 Topics in Latin American Studies 3 
LALS 495 Topics in Latino Studies 3 
LALS 403 Interdisciplinary Research Methods 3 
 in Latin American and Latino Studies 
 (Required for highest departmental 
 Distinction only) 
SAME 
 
 
 
 

https://catalog.uic.edu/ucat/colleges-depts/liberal-arts-sciences/
https://catalog.uic.edu/ucat/colleges-depts/liberal-arts-sciences/
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=LALS%20101
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=LALS%20102
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=LALS%20301
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=LALS%20302
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a This course is approved for the Exploring World 

Cultures General Education category.  
b This course is approved for the Understanding the 

Past General Education category. 
c This course is approved for the Understanding U.S. 

Society General Education category.  
d LALS 301 fulfills the Writing-in-the-Discipline 

requirement.  
 
Prerequisite and Collateral Courses 
Courses 
SPAN 104 Intermediate Spanish II 4 

or SPAN 114   Spanish for Bilinguals II 
Total Hours  4 
 
Recommended Plan of Study 
 
First Year 
Fall Semester  Hours 
ENGL 160 Academic Writing I: Writing in  3 
 Academic and Public Contexts 
Elective  4 
Quantitative Reasoning 3-5 
General Education Requirement course 3-5 
 
 Hours 13-17 
 
Spring Semester 
ENGL 161 Academic Writing II: Writing for  3 
 Inquiry and Research 
LALS 101 Introduction to Latin American 3 
 Studies 

or LALS 102   or Introduction to Latino Studies 
Elective  4 
General Education Requirement course 3 
General Education Requirement course 3-5 
 
 Hours 16-18 
 
Second Year 
Fall Semester 
LALS 101 Introduction to Latin American 3 
 Studies 

or LALS 102   or Introduction to Latino Studies 
Elective  3 
LALS 2xx or LALS 1xx b 3 
General Education Requirement course 3-5 
 

Proposed 
 
SAME 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=LALS%20301
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=SPAN%20104
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=SPAN%20114
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20160
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20161
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=LALS%20101
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=LALS%20102
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=LALS%20101
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=LALS%20102
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General Education Requirement course 3 
 
 Hours 15-17 
 
Spring Semester 
LALS 1xx or 2xx b 3 
LALS 2xx b  3 
SPAN 104 Intermediate Spanish II a 4 

or SPAN 114    or Spanish for Bilinguals II 
General Education Requirement course 3 
General Education Requirement course 3 
 
 Hours 16 
 
Third Year 
Fall Semester 
LALS 2xx b  3 
Select one of the following: 3 

LALS 3xx b 
LALS 301 Research Methods in Latin America  
  and Latino Studies 

General Education Requirement course/Elective 3-5 
General Education Requirement course/Elective 3 
Electives  3 
 
 Hours 15-17 
 
Spring Semester 
LALS 301 Research Methods in Latin America 3 
 and Latino Studies 
LALS 3xx or LALS 4xx b 3 
Electives  9 
 
 Hours 15 
 
Fourth Year 
Fall Semester 
LALS 4xx b  3 
Electives  12 
 
 Hours 15 
 
Spring Semester 
LALS 4xx b  3 
Electives  12 
 
 Hours 15 
 
 Total Hours 120 

Proposed 
 
SAME 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Spring Semester 
LALS 301 Research Methods in Latin America 3 
 and Latino Studies 
LALS 3xxb  3 
Electives  9 
 
 Hours 15 
 
Fourth Year 
Fall Semester 
LALS 491 Topics in Latin American Studies 3 
Electives  12 
 
 Hours 15 
 
Spring Semester 
LALS 495 Topics in Latino Studies 3 
Electives  12 
 
 Hours 15 
 
 Total Hours 120 

https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=SPAN%20104
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=SPAN%20114
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=LALS%20301
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=LALS%20301
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=LALS%20301
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a SPAN 104 or SPAN 114 is a required collateral 

course for the major. Students may place out of this 
requirement with an appropriate score on the 
Spanish Language Placement Exam.  

b Students are required to take three 200-level courses, 
two 300-level courses, two 400-level courses, and 
one additional 100- or 200-level course.  

 
 
Minor in Latin American and Latino Studies 
Students from other disciplines who want to minor in 
Latin American and Latino Studies must complete 18 
credit hours as outlined below: 
 
Required Courses 
LALS 101 Introduction to Latin American 3 
 Studies 
LALS 102 Introduction to Latino Studies 3 
Two 200-level LALS courses 6 
One 300-level LALS course 3 
One 400-level LALS course 3 
 
 
 
Total Hours  18 
 

Proposed 
 
SAME 
 
 
 
b Students are required to take three 200-level courses, 

two 300-level courses, and one additional 100- or 
200-level course.  

 
 
Minor in Latin American and Latino Studies 
SAME 
 
 
 
Required Courses 
SAME 
 
 
 
 
DELETE 
One of the following: 3 

LALS 491 Topics in Latin American Studies 
LALS 495 Topics in Latino Studies 

Total Hours  18 
 

 
 
Minority Impact Statement: No impact on minority students in anticipated. 
 
Budgetary and Staff Implications: No budgetary or staff implications as the number of required credits 
for the major and minor remain the same and these courses are offered every year. 
 
Library Resource Implications: There are no library resources implications as these courses are 
presently offered every year.  
 
Space Implications: Current space allocations are sufficient. 
 
Unit (e.g., departmental approval date):  9-4-2019 
 
College (educational policy committee, faculty) approval dates: 
 LAS Educational Policy Committee: October 7, 2019 
 LAS Faculty: TBA 
 
Contact Person: Cristián Roa 
 
Proposed Effective Date: Fall 2020 
 

https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=SPAN%20104
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=SPAN%20114
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=LALS%20101
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=LALS%20102
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Proposal to Revise the BA in Liberal Arts and Sciences, 
Major in Latin American and Latino Studies 

Required for Major, Selective for Minor: 

LALS 491. Topics in Latin American Studies. 3 or 4 hours. 
In-depth study of selected topics such as state formation, education, populism, the family, 
democratization, industrialization, and ideological currents in Latin America. Course Information: 3 
undergraduate hours. 4 graduate hours. May be repeated if topics vary. Prerequisite(s): Any two 200-level 
Latin American and Latino Studies courses or consent of the instructor. 

LALS 495. Topics in Latino Studies. 3 or 4 hours. 
In-depth study of topics in Latino studies, including communities and current issues from an 
interdisciplinary perspective. Course Information: 3 undergraduate hours. 4 graduate hours. May be 
repeated if topics vary. Prerequisite(s): Any two 200-level Latin American and Latino Studies courses or 
consent of the instructor. 

Required for highest departmental distinction: 
LALS 403. Interdisciplinary Research Methods in Latin American and Latino Studies. 3 or 4 
hours. 
Examination of research methods in social sciences and current trends in Latin American and Latino 
Studies. Emphasis on critical analysis of research methods, use of analytical approaches for particular 
kinds of investigation, and hands on application to case studies. Course Information: 3 undergraduate 
hours. 4 graduate hours. Prerequisite(s): LALS 301; or graduate standing. Recommended Background: 
Credit or concurrent registration in LALS 501. 

https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=LALS%20301
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=LALS%20501


Notice of Intent, New Degree 

Campus:  University of Illinois at Chicago 

Degree Title: Bachelor of Science in Computer Science and (LAS Discipline); Bachelor of Science in 
Computer Science and Linguistics 

Level of Proposed Program: Bachelors 

Region*: 10 – Chicago   

Zip Code of Proposed Location: 60607 

Requested CIP Code**: 11.0199  Computer and Information Sciences, Other.  

Proposed Date for Enrollment of First Class: Fall 2020 

Description of Program Objectives: The Bachelor of Science in Computer Science and (LAS 
Discipline) framework is designed to facilitate the creation of degree programs that will prepare 
students to pursue technical or professional careers in arts and sciences areas requiring a sound 
grounding in computer science. The specific iteration of this program proposed here, the BS in 
Computer Science and Linguistics, will respond to increasing demand for programming skills in various 
disciplines that include an aspect of language or more direct work with language analysis using 
computational tools. 

Description of Target Demographics: Students from metropolitan Chicago and the state of Illinois. 

Description of Delivery Modes: Predominantly a face-to-face program, with some blended and on-line 
course work. 

Projected Enrollments: 5 in the year one; 75 majors by year five 

Contact Information: 
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences: Rosilie Hernández 
Professor, Hispanic and Italian Studies; Associate Dean of Student Academic Affairs 
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences 
801 South Morgan Street, Room 400 (MC 315), Chicago, IL 60607 
Email: rosieher@uic.edu; Phone: 312-413-7563 

Dept. of Computer Science: Joe Hummel 
Clinical Associate Professor; Director of Undergraduate Studies 
College of Engineering  
851 South Morgan Street, Room 908 (MC 152), Chicago, IL 60607 
Email: Jhummel2@uic.edu; Phone: 312-555-1317 

Dept. of Linguistics: Xuehua Xiang 
Associate Professor of Applied Linguistics, Chinese 
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, School of Literatures, Cultural Studies, and Linguistics 
601 South Morgan Street, Room 1508 (MC 315), Chicago, IL 60607 
Email: xxiang@uic.edu; Phone: 312-996-5588  

*Map:  http://www.ibhe.state.il.us/Academic%20Affairs/Applications/public/materials/CRegionMap
**CIP 2010:  http://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/cipcode/

Addendum to the Proposal
After the EPC’s approval of the proposal, Computer Science/College of Engineering agreed to include one 
additional MCS course, MCS 441, as a selective to the core requirements of the degree. Students may select either 
CS 301 (Languages and Automata) or MCS 441 (Theory of Computation I), both of which currently serve as 
possible prerequisites for CS 421 (Natural Language Processing). The Department of Linguistics agreed to move 
forward with this change. The EPC was informed of the revision and expressed no objection. 
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1. Degree Program Title and Overview
What is the specific title of the proposed degree program as it would be listed in the IBHE 
Program Inventory?  The name should be what typically is used for similar programs nationally. 
Provide a short description of the program, including highlights of the program objectives, and 
the careers, occupations, or further educational opportunities for which the program will prepare 
graduates. 

The proposed degree program will be titled the Bachelor of Science in Computer Science and 
(LAS Discipline). At this time, one specific iteration of this degree is proposed by the colleges of 
Liberal Arts and Sciences and Engineering: BS in Computer Science and Linguistics. 

The Bachelor of Science in Computer Science and (LAS Discipline) framework is designed for 
students who plan to pursue technical or professional careers in arts and sciences areas requiring 
a sound grounding in computer science. Students can use the supporting coursework to prepare 
for employment immediately upon graduation or for pursuing graduate study in a wide variety of 
fields. Possible areas may include programming in sciences (e.g., bioinformatics, population 
genetics, demography, geographic information sciences, and climate modeling), the humanities 
(e.g., digital restoration, textual analyses, and language documentation and revival), or social 
sciences (e.g., population research and social network analysis). The required coursework will 
include a minimum of 32 hours in computer science and a minimum of 24 hours in the relevant 
LAS discipline. A total of 120 hours is required for graduation. 

The degree will be housed in the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, but the curriculum has 
been designed to facilitate and encourage the proposal of additional major pairings between 
Computer Science (CS) and LAS disciplines. If a LAS unit wishes to propose a new pairing, they 
will design a program with at least 24 credit hours in the discipline and work with Computer 
Science to tailor the CS portion of the curriculum, as relevant. Upon consultation with and 
approval of the coursework by both colleges, the proposal will travel the traditional channels for 
review and approval. Given the structured nature and common framework of the degrees, this 
proposal also seeks approval from the IBHE to submit future proposals of additional iterations of 
the BS in Computer Science and (LAS Discipline) as Reasonable and Moderate Extensions.  

This proposal presents one specific program, as noted above: the BS in Computer Science and 
Linguistics. Due to increasing demand for programming skills in various disciplines that include 
an aspect of language (e.g., speech recognition, speech synthesis, machine-human interaction, 
narrative science/natural language generation, demography, social network analysis) or more 
direct work with language analysis using computational tools (e.g., documentation of indigenous 
languages, language learning apps, health care communication, digital humanities and textual 
analyses), Linguistics is an ideal partner for the initial iteration of this degree. 

2. Classification of Instructional Program (CIP) Code
Recommend the University’s preferred six-digit CIP code for this program. 

11.0199  Computer and Information Sciences, Other. 
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3. Enrollment and Degree Projections for the First and Fifth Years of the Program  
In the Excel table below, summarize enrollment and degrees conferred projections for the 
program for the first and the fifth years of operation. If possible, indicate the number of full-time 
and part-time students to be enrolled each fall term in the notes section. If it is not possible to 
provide fall enrollments or fall enrollments are not applicable to this program, please indicate so 
and give a short explanation. The degree projections should encompass the fiscal year as 
reported to the IBHE. 
Table 1 

STUDENT ENROLLMENTAND DEGREE PROJECTIONS  
FOR THE PROPOSED PROGRAM 

  

Year One 

5th Year 
(or when fully 
implemented) 

Number of Program Majors (Fall 
Headcount) 5 75 

Annual Full-time-Equivalent Majors 
(Fiscal Year) 5 75 

Annual Number of Degrees Awarded 0 25 
 
 

4. Background 
Briefly describe the historical and institutional context of the program’s development. Include a 
short summary of any existing program(s) upon which this program will be built and of any 
existing administrative unit(s) and program(s) that will share resources with this program. (Note: 
Student and occupational demand for the program is addressed in #6, below.) 
 
Computer Science is one of the fastest-growing undergraduate disciplines at UIC, with the 
number of CS majors increasing fivefold in the last ten years. However, students interested in 
applying those computer science skills toward questions and issues in other fields are limited in 
their options for seeking an educational background in both disciplines. This program is 
proposed as a response to the College of Engineering’s interest in enhancing the preparation of 
CS majors to meet increased market demands in these areas. The BS in Computer Science and 
(LAS Discipline) will combine the study of computer science alongside formal training in one of 
the fields in Liberal Arts and Science in order to offer students novel perspectives on 
interdisciplinary work, without requiring students to complete the 150 hours of coursework 
required for a double degree in LAS and Engineering. 
 
At the moment, students at UIC interested in fields that combine aspects of computation and 
language only have the option of pursuing a minor in Linguistics to complement their CS 
training. Due to department size, UIC does not currently offer a major in Linguistics. However, 
Hispanic Linguistics is a particular strength of UIC’s Department of Hispanic and Italian Studies, 
with seven linguists currently on faculty or in the process of joining the university. The 
departments’ collective expertise allows for the development of this more formalized opportunity 
for students interested in such in-demand fields.  
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5. Mission 
Illinois Administrative Code: 1050.30(a)(1):  A) The objectives of the unit of instruction, 
research or public service are consistent with the mission of the college or university; B) The 
objectives of the unit of instruction, research or public service are consistent with what the unit 
title implies. 
Briefly describe how this program will support the University’s mission, focus, and/or current 
priorities. Demonstrate the program’s consistency with and centrality to that mission. 
 
UIC’s mission statement includes the following goals: 

• To provide a wide range of students with the educational opportunity only a leading 
research university can offer. 

• To create knowledge that transforms our views of the world and, through sharing and 
application, transform the world. 

 
The proposed degree responds to tremendous demand for computation in traditional liberal arts 
and sciences fields. Prominent examples include emerging computational fields in linguistics, 
biology, neuroscience, atmospheric sciences, finance, and economics. Quantitative advances in 
social sciences have created further demand for workers with computational skills. Some of our 
peer and aspirational institutions have responded to this clear and increasing demand in the 
industry by creating hybrid programs that are specifically designed to give students the skillsets 
needed to meet such demands. Offering a similar program at UIC, albeit tailored to our particular 
strengths and unique student body, would allow our undergraduates, many of whom commute 
and unable to relocate for their college education, access to comparable training and make them 
more competitive in these high-demand fields. 
 
Providing students the opportunity to build these critical skill sets will help position them to be at 
the forefront of research and development in various sectors and to play a role in the 
development and refinement of cutting-edge technologies that could have significant 
implications for society at large. 
 
6. Need for the Program and Future Employment and Additional Educational 
Opportunities for Graduates 
Illinois Administrative Code:  1050.30(a)(6): A)  The unit of instruction, research or public 
service is educationally and economically justified based on the educational priorities and needs 
of the citizens of Illinois.  
Explain how the program will meet the needs of regional and state employers, including any 
state agencies, industries, research centers, or other educational institutions that expressly 
encouraged the program’s development. (If letters of support are available, include them in the 
appendix as an Adobe Acrobat (pdf) document.)  
Discuss projected future employment and or additional educational opportunities for graduates of 
this program. Compare estimated demand with the estimated supply of graduates from this 
program and existing similar programs in the state. Where appropriate, provide documentation 
by citing data from such sources as employer surveys, current labor market analyses, and future 
workforce projections. (Whenever possible, use state and national labor data, such as that from 
the Illinois Department of Employment Security at http://lmi.ides.state.il.us/ and/or the U.S. 
Bureau for Labor Statistics at http://www.bls.gov/).  



Public Universities’ In-Region New Degree Program Application  
to the Illinois Board of Higher Education (IBHE) 

         Form approved November 19, 2010                                                                [Page 4 of 25 ] 
 

 
CS+LAS Discipline 
Students can use a Computer Science and (LAS Discipline) degree to prepare either for 
employment immediately upon graduation or to pursue graduate study in a wide variety of fields. 
Examples of such fields may include programming in sciences (bioinformatics, population 
genetics, geographic information sciences, climate modeling, etc.) and the humanities (digital 
restoration, textual analyses, etc.), among others. Those entering industry will have abundant 
options; according to projections made by the Bureau of Labor Statistics in 2017, “Employment 
in computer occupations is projected to increase by 12.5 percent from 2014 to 2024, and due to 
its large employment size, this growth is expected to result in nearly half a million new jobs, far 
more than any other STEM group.” 
 
According to the BLS’s Occupational Employment Statistics for 2018, the state of Illinois ranked 
sixth in employment level for computer and math occupations, and Chicago-Naperville-Elgin 
ranked fifth among U.S. metropolitan areas for employment levels in these fields. Indeed, 
Chicago is widely considered to be in the midst of a so-called tech boom, with multiple tech 
giants expanding operations in downtown Chicago. UIC students, particularly those with 
specialized, in-demand skills, will be well positioned to compete for the resulting job 
opportunities. 
 
CS+Linguistics 
For Computer Science and Linguistics, specifically, potential routes for immediate employment 
would include programming in various disciplines that include an aspect of language (e.g., 
speech recognition, speech synthesis, machine-human interaction, social network analysis) or 
more direct work with language analysis using computational tools (e.g., documentation of 
indigenous languages, language learning apps, digital humanities and textual analyses, 
translation and interpretation in professional settings). A recent (5.21.2019) search of the 
Linguist List (https://linguistlist.org/, the leading job aggregate site in the field of linguistics), 
showed more jobs listed in computational linguistics than any other subfield of linguistics and 
included positions in academia (assistant professor, postdoctoral positions) as well as national 
and international positions in industry (Amazon, Google, Duolingo, Emogi Technologies, 
Lionbridge Technologies, Inc., Adecco [UK based]).  
 
Potential areas of graduate study include masters and doctoral programs in computer science, 
computational linguistics, linguistics, applied linguistics, communication studies, or other related 
fields. Such degrees could lead to more advanced computer science-related jobs, as noted above, 
or to additional opportunities in academia.  

7. Comparable Programs in Illinois 
Illinois Administrative Code:  1050.30(a)(6): B)  The unit of instruction, research or public 
service meets a need that is not currently met by existing institutions and units of instruction, 
research or public service. 
 
Identify similar programs and sponsoring institutions in the state, at both public and private 
colleges and universities. Compare the proposed program with these programs, and discuss its 
potential impact upon them. 
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For additional information about similar programs, check the Degree Program Inventory on the 
IBHE website (http://www.ibhe.org/BHEProgramInventory/default.htm) and review the Notice 
of Intent website for programs being planned 
(http://www.ibhe.state.il.us/ODA/tracking/NOI/NOISearch.asp).  
 
CS+LAS discipline 
The University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign has a successful track record of undergraduate 
programs between computer science and other disciplines. In addition to established blended 
majors with Math and with Statistics, in 2014 they introduced a “CS and (LAS Discipline)” 
degree, which serves as a model for the UIC degree proposed here. This degree at UIUC began 
with four iterations (Anthropology, Astronomy, Chemistry, and Linguistics) and a total of 40 
students; they have since added one additional LAS discipline (Economics) and the number of 
declared students in these collective majors rose to 226 in fall 2019. Additionally, Lewis 
University approved for fall 2019 a CS+X discipline program with initial iterations in History, 
Music, Political Science, and Theology.  
 
However, UIC serves a unique student population. Designated as a Hispanic Serving Institution 
and an Asian American and Native American Pacific Islander-Serving Institution, UIC is a proud 
research I university and education provider for urban working-class and multilingual immigrant 
populations. Additionally, it caters primarily to local students, with nearly two-thirds of 
undergraduates coming from Cook County alone – most of whom commute to campus. We 
expect that this degree would be a valuable opportunity for students who would have already 
considered UIC as the better fit for their individual needs and priorities.  
 
CS+Linguistics 
Currently at UIC, there is no undergraduate degree program in Computer Science and 
Linguistics, nor in Linguistics alone. In the Illinois system, UIUC also offers a degree in CS and 
Linguistics; however, the proposed program differs significantly because of the uniqueness of 
UIC’s student body and because it focuses on discourse and pragmatic aspects of language 
processing and generation. The linguistic reality of Chicago presents both a challenge and an 
opportunity this degree is uniquely positioned to address. In November 2015, the US Census 
Bureau reported that a total of 153 different languages are spoken in Chicago and that 29% of the 
population under the age of five speaks a language other than English as the primary home 
language. This degree would both serve the academic and professional futures of these 
populations and utilize UIC’s heritage-rich, linguistically diverse student populations to create a 
unique program. 
 
The proposed degree also draws from faculty and curricular strengths in linguistic structure 
modeling, discourse processing, and the application of linguistics in real world situations (e.g., 
bilingualism, language documentation, language acquisition, languages in contact, language 
teaching, and healthcare communication). Overall, its unique qualities address language-related 
real-world problems through computational approaches that are not currently available to 
students at UIC nor through the CSLinguistics program at UIUC.  
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8. The Illinois Public Agenda for College and Career Success 
Illinois Administrative Code:  1050.30(a)(6): A)  The unit of instruction, research or public 
service is educationally and economically justified based on the educational priorities and needs 
of the citizens of Illinois 
Demonstrate how the proposed program will support one or more goals of The Illinois Public 
Agenda, the Illinois Board of Higher Education’s Strategic Initiative. Each program does not 
have to contribute to every goal, but it must contribute to at least one. 
(For more information about each of the four goals of The Illinois Public Agenda, go to the 
IBHE website:  http://www.ibhe.org/masterPlanning/materials/070109_PublicAgenda.pdf) 
Goal 1. EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT. – Increase educational attainment to match the best-
performing states. 
Goal 2. COLLEGE AFFORDABILITY. – Ensure college affordability for students, families, and 
taxpayers. 
Goal 3. HIGH QUALITY CREDENTIALS TO MEET ECONOMIC DEMAND. - Increase the 
number of high-quality post-secondary credentials to meet the demands of the economy and an 
increasingly global society. 
Goal 4. INTEGRATION OF EDUCATIONAL, RESEARCH, & INNOVATION ASSETS. – Better 
integrate Illinois’ educational, research, and innovation assets to meet economic needs of the 
state and its regions. 
 
Goal 1. EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT. – Increase educational attainment to match the best-
performing states. 
IBHE’s recommendations for action on this goal include, “Increase success of students at each 
stage of the P-20 education pipeline to eliminate achievement gaps by race, ethnicity, 
socioeconomic status, gender, and disability.” Nationally, there is a dearth of women and under-
represented minorities pursuing higher education in the engineering disciplines, and this is 
especially true in CS, where typical female enrollments are between 10% and 20% and under-
represented minority enrollments less than 5%. We expect that blending CS with application area 
disciplines will lead to higher rates of participation by these groups. In the case of linguistics, for 
example, the Linguistic Society of America’s Annual Report for 2018 indicated that, on average, 
women outnumber men 2:1 in undergraduate linguistics programs nationwide. Partnering with 
fields that consistently draw a more equitable balance of genders may encourage a wider 
population of students to pursue computer science training.  
 
Goal 3. HIGH QUALITY CREDENTIALS TO MEET ECONOMIC DEMAND. - Increase the 
number of high-quality post-secondary credentials to meet the demands of the economy and an 
increasingly global society. 
Students with a strong CS background are in high demand in graduate programs worldwide. 
Students contemplating a career in private industry would gain valuable experience working on 
cutting-edge computational problems in areas where there is also significant demand, such as 
image processing and mining large data sets. Students in the Chicagoland area may be 
particularly well positioned to capitalize on recent growth in the city’s tech industry. Major 
companies such as Google, Facebook, Uber, Microsoft, and Salesforce have all recently 
expanded their presence in downtown Chicago or have plans to do so in the near future. 
Depending on the student’s professional interests, a program such as this one would make UIC 
students more competitive for the new positions created by such growth. 
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9. Program Description and Requirements 
Illinois Administrative Code: 1050.30(b)(1)  [applicable only to new units of instruction]:  A) 
The caliber and content to the curriculum assure that the objectives of the unit of instruction will 
be achieved; B) The breadth and depth of the curriculum are consistent with what the title of the 
unit of instruction implies; C) The admission and graduation requirements for the unit of 
instruction are consistent with the stated objectives of the unit of instruction.  
1050.30(b)(3):  Appropriate steps shall be taken to assure that professional accreditation needed 
for licensure or entry into a profession as specified in the objectives of the unit of instruction is 
maintained or will be granted in a reasonable period of time. 
1050.50 (a)(2)(C)  Requirement for Programs in which State Licensure is Required for 
Employment in the Field:  In the case of a program in which State licensure is required for 
employment in the field, a program can be found to be in good standing if the institution is able 
to provide evidence that program graduates are eligible to take the appropriate licensure 
examination and pass rates are maintained as specified in the objectives of the unit of 
instruction. If there is no such evidence, the institution shall report the program as flagged for 
review. 
a. Admission Requirements  
Provide a brief narrative description of the minimum admission requirements for this program. 
Where relevant, include information about licensure requirements, student background checks, 
GRE and TOEFL scores, and admission requirements for transfer students. 

The CS and (LAS Discipline) degree will not accept direct admits. Students interested in the 
program would apply to enter UIC as a pre-major in, for example, Computer Science and 
Linguistics. Students would become eligible for admission to the major only after completing the 
requirements established by the departments. In the event that a transfer student is admitted to 
UIC with the requirements already completed, they will be instructed to discuss next steps with 
their LAS academic advisor at orientation. 
 
In order to be considered for admission to Computer Science and Linguistics, students must 
have: At least a C in MATH 180 and CS 111 with an average math/science GPA of a 2.50, and at 
least a B in LING 150.  
 
The cross-college council overseeing this major will reassess admissions requirements on an 
annual basis. The College of Liberal Arts and Sciences reserves the right to restrict enrollment of 
students into its academic programs based on space availability.  
 
 
b. Program Description 
Provide a description of the proposed program and its curriculum, including a list of the required 
core courses and short (“catalog”) descriptions of each one. (This list should identify all courses 
newly developed for the program. The learning objectives on which the curriculum is based are 
discussed in Section 10)  
 
This section also should discuss: 
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• The unique qualities of this program
• Its delivery method (face-to-face, online, hybrid, etc.)
• Its curriculum’s alignment with national standards (if applicable)

CS+LAS Discipline 
The LAS degree in Computer Science and (LAS Discipline) is designed for undergraduates who 
plan to pursue technical or professional careers in arts and sciences areas requiring a sound 
grounding in computer science. Examples may include programming in sciences (e.g., 
bioinformatics, population genetics, demography, geographic information sciences, and climate 
modeling), the humanities (e.g., digital restoration, textual analyses, and language documentation 
and revival), or social sciences (e.g., population research and social network analysis).  

Course delivery is varied, depending on the course and section. Some courses are laboratory-
based; others are large lectures with smaller discussion sections. Following national trends and 
pedagogical best-practices, some course materials are moving towards online delivery, with in-
class engagement focusing on discussion and problem-solving, rather than straight lecture. 

The Computer Science and (LAS Discipline) majors would have a common core of five courses 
in Computer Science and three in Math/Statistics, listed below. Additional Computer Science 
coursework will be designated as appropriate for each LAS discipline for a minimum of 32 total 
hours in Computer Science. For each of these majors, LAS departments will approve 24 hours of 
relevant coursework in the specific discipline.  

CS+Linguistics 
The specific requirements set for the Computer Science and Linguistics program factor in the 
unique qualities of the program, including 1) the diverse and multilingual student populations it 
serves; 2) faculty and curricular strengths on natural language processing, linguistic structure 
modeling, discourse processing, and application of linguistics in real world situations. 

Students will take 24 hours of coursework in linguistics, including a core of five courses. As with 
the CS courses, delivery varies, including seminar-style courses and lectures with smaller 
discussion sections. Beyond the general CS core outlined above, the BS in Computer Science 
and Linguistics requires five additional CS courses, two of which are considered core for this 
program: 

 Languages and Automata and CS 421 Natural Language Processing. CS 421

serves as a culminating point in the major, with linguistics concepts integrated with computer 
science training at the upper level. Assuming student demand for the program grows as expected 
over the next few years, one goal would be to develop a parallel course opportunity in LING 
with a heavier emphasis on the linguistics side of the curriculum. 

(Note that course information listed below reflects some changes that are currently in-progress 
and do not yet appear in the catalog.) 

CS+LAS Discipline: Core Courses 
MATH 180. Calculus I. 4 hours. 
Differentiation, curve sketching, maximum-minimum problems, related rates, mean-value 
theorem, antiderivative, Riemann integral, logarithm, and exponential functions. Course 
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Information: Prior credit in MATH 165 or MATH 170 will be lost with subsequent 
completion of MATH 180. Prerequisite(s): Grade of C or better in MATH 121 or appropriate 
performance on the department placement test. Natural World - No Lab course. 
 
MATH 181. Calculus II. 4 hours. 
Techniques of integration, arc length, solids of revolution, applications, polar coordinates, 
parametric equations, infinite sequences and series, power series. Course Information: 
Prerequisite(s): Grade of C or better in MATH 180. Natural World - No Lab course. 
 
STAT 381. Applied Statistical Methods I. 3 hours. 
Graphical and tabular representation of data; Introduction to probability, random variables, 
sampling distributions, estimation, confidence intervals, and tests of hypotheses. Includes 
SAS and SPSSX applications. Course Information: Prerequisite(s): Grade of C or better in 
MATH 181. 
 
CS 111. Program Design I. 3 hours. 
Introduction to programming: control structures; variables and data types; problem 
decomposition and procedural programming; input and output; aggregate data structures 
including arrays; programming exercises. Course Information: 3 hours. Extensive computer 
use required.  
 
CS 141. Program Design II. 4 hours. 
Data abstraction and modular design; recursion; lists and stacks; dynamic memory allocation; 
file manipulation; programming exercises. Course Information: 4 hours. Extensive computer 
use required. Credit is not given for CS 141 if the student has credit for CS 107. 
Prerequisite(s): CS 109 or CS 111; and credit or concurrent registration in MATH 180.  
 
CS 151. Mathematical Foundations of Computing. 3 hours. 
Discrete mathematics concepts fundamental to computing: propositional logic, predicates and 
quantifiers; proofs; sets; recursive definitions and induction; functions, relations and graphs; 
combinatorics and discrete probability; applications. Course Information: 3 hours. Credit is 
not given for CS 151 if the student has credit in MCS 361. Prerequisite(s): MATH 180; and 
Grade of C or better in CS 111.  
 
CS 211. Programming Practicum. 3 hours.  
Software development tools and practices; debugging and testing; advanced language 
features; standard libraries; code management. Course Information: 3 hours. Extensive 
computer use required. Prerequisite(s): Grade of C or better in CS 141 or Grade of C or better 
in CS 107. The option to use CS 107 as a prerequisite (in place of CS 141) is only for 
Computer Engineering majors or students doing a Computer Engineering minor.  
 
CS 251. Data Structures. 4 hours. 
Design, usage and analysis of data structures: review of lists, stacks and queues; hash tables, 
priority queues, search trees, introduction to graphs; searching and sorting; runtime analysis; 
programming projects and lab exercises. Course Information: 4 hours. Prerequisite(s): 
CS 151, and credit or concurrent registration in CS 211.  
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CS+Linguistics: Core Courses 
CS 301. Languages and Automata. 3 hours. 
Regular sets and finite automata. Context-free languages and push-down automata. Parsing. 
Computability theory including Turing machines and decidability. Prerequisite(s): Grade of 
C or better in CS 151, and credit or concurrent registration in CS 251.  

CS 421. Natural Language Processing. 3 or 4 hours. 
Design of natural language processing systems; part-of speech tagging, statistical and 
symbolic parsers; semantic interpretation; discourse and dialogue processing; natural 
language generation; applications. Course Information: 3 undergraduate hours. 4 graduate 
hours. Prerequisite(s): CS 301 or MCS 441. 

LING 150. Introduction to the Study of Language. 3 hours.  
The nature of human language, including analysis of structure and use in social context. 
Class Schedule Information: This course is offered in both a blended and traditional format. 
If the section is marked "Blended-Online and Classroom," use of a computer and internet 
access is required. Blended sections require students to do some of their coursework online. 
A high-speed connection, while not required, is strongly suggested. Individual and Society 
course. 

LING 160. Language and Society. 3 hours.  
Language and its social context: linguistic variation and diversity in the community involving 
bilingualism, language contact, dialects, style, class, gender, age, and change. Course 
Information: Recommended background: LING 150. Individual and Society course, and US 
Society course. 

LING 210 Syntax. 3 hours. (New course) 
This course introduces students to concepts and methodologies for the syntactic analysis of 
natural language. Emphasis is on recursive phrase structures, feature structures, and feature 
dependencies. Prerequisite(s): LING 150; or consent of the instructor. 

LING 220. Phonetics and Phonology. 3 hours. (New course) 
This introduction to concepts and methodologies for the phonetic and phonology analysis of 
natural language emphasizes the description and analysis of phonological patterns using 
feature specifications and analysis of acoustic properties of speech. Prerequisite(s): LING 
150; or consent of the instructor. 

LING 230. Pragmatics, Semantics, and Discourse. 3 hours. (New course)  
This course introduces students to the core issues in semantics, pragmatics and discourse 
processing. It familiarizes students with the concepts and methodologies in the analysis of 
meaning, use and discourse structures of natural language. Emphasis is on lexical semantics, 
meaning as conceptualization, the relation between pragmatics and semantics, and the 
relation between pragmatics and discourse structuring. Prerequisite(s): LING 150; or consent 
of the instructor. 
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The remaining coursework in CS will be comprised of selectives and electives in line with 
students’ computer science training, while the remaining coursework in Linguistics is 
comprised of relevant selective options. 

c. Graduation Requirements
Provide a brief narrative description of all graduation requirements, including, but not limited to, 
credit hour requirements, and, where relevant, requirements for internship, practicum, or clinical. 
For a graduate program, summarize information about the requirements for completion of the 
thesis or dissertation, including the thesis committees, and the final defense of the thesis or 
dissertation. If a thesis or dissertation is not required in a graduate program, explain how the 
functional equivalent is achieved.  

CS+LAS Discipline 
The BS in Computer Science and (LAS Discipline) degrees will require 120 total hours, 
including 11 hours in Math/Statistics, 32 in Computer Science, and 24 in the specific LAS 
discipline. Of the 32 hours required in CS, 17 hours will be considered core for all Computer 
Science and (LAS Discipline) programs, with the remainder tailored for that LAS discipline. 
Because the degree is housed in the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, students will be 
required to fulfill LAS’s general education requirements. 

CS+Linguistics 
For the Bachelor of Science in Computer Science and Linguistics, the proposed requirements 
are: 

• 11 hours in Math and Statistics:
o MATH 180 Calculus I (4 hours)
o MATH 181 Calculus II (4 hours)
o STAT 381 Applied Statistical Methods I (3 hours)

• 32 hours in Computer Science:
o CS 111 Program Design I (3 hours)
o CS 141 Program Design II (4 hours)
o CS 151 Mathematical Foundations of Computing (3 hours)
o CS 211 Programming Practicum (3 hours)
o CS 251 Data Structures (4 hours)
o CS 301 Language and Automata (3 hours)

or MCS 441 Theory of Computation (3 hours)
o CS 421 Natural Language Processing (3 hours)
o Two courses (6 hours), chosen from:

§ CS 342 Software Design
§ CS 411 Artificial Intelligence I
§ CS 412 Introduction to Machine Learning
§ CS 418 Introduction to Data Science
§ CS 422 User Interface Design and Programming
§ MCS/CS 401 Computer Algorithms I

o One additional CS elective (3 hours). (MCS 421 Combinatorics, MCS 423 Graph
Theory, or MCS 425 Code and Cryptography may be taken in place of an elective
in CS.)
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• 24 hours in Linguistics
o LING 150 Introduction to the Study of Language (3 hours)
o LING 160 Language and Society (3 hours)
o LING 210 Syntax (3 hours) (new course)
o LING 220 Phonetics and Phonology (3 hours) (new course)
o LING 230 Pragmatics, Semantics, and Discourse (3 hours) (new course)
o Three courses (9 hours)*, chosen from:

§ LING 260 Language Acquisition, Language Contact, and Bilingualism
§ LING 300 Seminar in Linguistic Analysis (new course)
§ LING 440 Language and Gender
§ LING 459 Topics in Linguistics
§ LING 483 Methodology of Second Language Teaching
§ LING 487 Computer-Assisted Language Learning
§ PHIL 206 Introduction to the Philosophy of Language
§ SPAN 361 The Structure of Spanish**
§ SPAN 362 Sounds of Spanish**
§ SPAN 363 Spanish is Society**
§ SPAN 365 Meaning in Language**

*Two of these three courses (6 hours) must be at the 300-level or above, and at
least one course at the 300-level (or above) must come from LING.
**Taught in Spanish.

See Appendix for the complete list of requirements, including general education, and 
descriptions of these courses. 

d. Specialized Program Accreditation
Describe the institution’s plan for seeking specialized accreditation for this program. Indicate if 
there is no specialized accreditation for this program or if it is not applicable. 

Not applicable. 

e. Licensure or Certification for Graduates of the Program
If this program prepares graduates for entry into a career or profession that is regulated by the 
State of Illinois, describe how it is aligned with or meets licensure, certification, and/or 
entitlement requirements. 

Not applicable. 

10. Plan to Assess and Improve Student Learning
Illinois Administrative Code: 1050.30(b)(1)(D) Provision is made for guidance and counseling 
of students, evaluations of student performance, continuous monitoring of progress of students 
toward their degree objectives and appropriate academic record keeping. 

a. List the program’s student learning objectives.
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Each objective should identify what students are expected to know and/or be able to do upon 
completing this program. 

CS+LAS Discipline 
The program’s student learning objectives are not significantly different from those for Computer 
Science degree, though they indicate ability to design systems of less complexity. In addition, we 
expect students to obtain advanced knowledge in some discipline in the arts and sciences in 
which computer technology can play a significant role. 

By the time of graduation, our students will have attained an ability to: 
a) Apply knowledge of computing and mathematics appropriate to the discipline.
b) Analyze a problem, and identify and define the computing requirements appropriate to its solution.
c) Contribute to the design, implementation, and evaluation of a computer-based system, process,

component, or program to meet desired needs.
d) Function effectively on teams to accomplish a common goal.
e) Engage in – and recognize the need for – continuing professional development.
f) Use current techniques, skills, and tools necessary for computing practice.
g) Apply mathematical foundations, algorithmic principles, and computer science theory in the

modeling and design of computer-based systems in a way that demonstrates comprehension of
the tradeoffs involved in design choices.

h) Apply design and development principles in the construction of software systems of moderate
complexity.

i) Apply computation to at least one discipline in the arts and sciences, of which they will have
gained substantive knowledge.

CS+Linguistics 
Additionally, students in the CS and Linguistics program will: 

j) Understand the general characteristics of human language and demonstrate knowledge of the
core principles and empirical issues addressed by linguistic theories.

k) Gain experience with different levels of linguistic analysis and their representations, from
morphology, morpho-syntax, syntax, and lexical semantics to larger units of text and interaction.

l) Gain knowledge of language change and variation across community, region, class, age, gender,
and ethnicity.

m) Demonstrate knowledge and critical thinking in areas of language development and
maintenance, communication, multilingualism, and language acquisition.

n) Develop critical thinking skills to understand the social and ethical contexts of language
processing and computing, as well as the impact of language technologies on human life.

o) Develop the theory and practice necessary to apply linguistic principles in a computational way.
p) Design and build software systems capable of linguistic processing, including speech

recognition and machine-human interaction.

b. Describe how, when, and where these learning objectives will be assessed.
Your description should demonstrate that the assessment will: 
• be systematic (that is, occur at different points throughout the program, including course-
by-course and end-of-program);
• include multiple, discipline-appropriate measures of student learning;



Public Universities’ In-Region New Degree Program Application 
to the Illinois Board of Higher Education (IBHE) 

Form approved November 19, 2010  [Page 14 / 25] 

• emphasize direct measures (e.g., assessments of learning via capstone courses,
internships, portfolios, recitals, exhibits, theses, dissertations; standardized, locally-developed,
comprehensive, or professional licensure and certification exams; and so on); and
• include indirect assessments from key stakeholders such as current students, alumni,
employers, graduate schools, etc. These may include job placement/career advancement/graduate
school acceptance rates of graduates, graduate/employer satisfaction survey results etc.

CS+LAS Discipline 
The core courses are aligned with these learning goals, and successful completion will ensure 
that the goals are met. For example, goal (b) is met by the various courses which involve 
problem solving, which is the case in several assignments in each of CS 111, CS 141, CS 151, 
CS 211, CS 251, CS 301, and CS 421. The table below describes which courses support each of 
the learning goals. 

Goal 
(a) 

Goal 
(b) 

Goal 
(c) 

Goal 
(d) 

Goal 
(e) 

Goal 
(f) 

Goal 
(g) 

Goal 
(h) 

Goal 
(i) 

CS 111 x x x x 
CS 141 x x x x x x 
CS 151 x x x x x x 
CS 211 x x x x x x 
CS 251 x x x x x x 
CS 301 x x x x x x x x 
CS 421 x x x x x x x x x 
MATH 180 x 
MATH 181 x 
STAT 381 x x x 
LAS discipline x x x 

Each course has specific learning objectives. End-of-course evaluations administered by the 
University anonymously will assess the effectiveness of the courses from students' perspectives. 
Students' performance in course projects, homework, exams, essays will assess the attainment of 
these course specific goals.  
Holistic assessment of the attainment of each program's learning outcomes will be based on: 

• regular feedback and assessment administered from current students and alumni, via
focus groups and regular surveys.

• graduation rates and average time-to-degree.
• job placement salary and other employment data.
• student applications and acceptance rates.

CS+Linguistics 
For the Computer Science and Linguistics degree, additional learning objectives will be assessed 
through a range of tools including: quizzes, problem sets, exams, essays, research critiques, 
student-led presentations and discussions, guided learning activities, class discussions and 
debates, and research paper projects.  
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Assessment of the learning outcomes within each course takes place through each semester. 
Successful completion of each course reflects that students have met the goals within the course. 
The table below describes which courses support each of the learning goals. 

Goal 
(j) 

Goal 
(k) 

Goal 
(l) 

Goal 
(m) 

Goal 
(n) 

Goal 
(o) 

Goal 
(p) 

Goal 
(q) 

LING 150 x x x x x 
LING 160 x x x x x x 
LING 210 x x x 
LING 220 x x x 
LING 230 x x x x x x 
CS 111 x x 
CS 141 x x 
CS 151 x x 
CS 211 x x 
CS 251 x x 
CS 301 x x 
CS 421 x x 

c. Identify faculty expectations for students’ achievement of each of the stated student
learning objectives.
What score, rating, or level of expertise will signify that students have met each objective? 
Provide rating rubrics as necessary. 

Students must pass each course as evidence of having met the corresponding learning objectives. 
The minimum cumulative GPA is 2.0.  

For Computer Science and Linguistics, students must receive a B or above in LING 150 and a C 
or above in all other courses in the linguistics portion of the requirements, and a C or above in 
CS 141, CS 151, CS 211, and CS 251.

d. Explain the process that will be implemented to ensure that assessment results are used
to improve student learning.

CS+LAS Discipline 
Student performance and course efficacy is regularly evaluated by individual instructors, based 
on student exam and homework scores and student course evaluations, by CS sub-area faculty for 
courses under their purview, and by an undergraduate study committee which evaluates 
curricular changes, course revisions, and new course proposals and provides recommendations to 
the entire CS faculty for adoption. Changes in course delivery methods, in homework and 
programming project design, and in topical coverage result from such evaluations. 
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CS+Linguistics 
At the end of each semester, instructors of record and the Department of Linguistics’ Academic 
Affairs Committee (AAC) review student evaluations for each course. Both the committee and 
the instructor evaluate the effectiveness of each assessment at achieving student learning 
objectives and make, as well as implement, recommendations to improve learning.  

The department’s AAC will also conduct an annual survey of students’ progress in the degree 
program and their overall satisfaction, which will generate data for the continued improvement 
of student learning. Additionally, the AAC will review the implementation of its 
recommendations and the achievement of student learning outcomes within the 3-year new 
program review, as well as the IBHE 8-year review.  

11. Plan to Evaluate and Improve the Program
Illinois Administrative Code: 1050.30(a)(2):  The design, conduct, and evaluation of the unit of 
instruction, research or public service are under the direct and continuous control of the 
sponsoring institution’s established processes for academic planning and quality maintenance. 

1050.50 (a)(1)  Three years after approval of a new program, the institution shall provide a 
program progress report to the Board as part of the institution's annual report. The third year 
progress report shall describe the institution's performance in meeting program objectives and 
show where any improvements are necessary. The placement of a program in voluntary 
temporary suspension will not negate the requirement of submitting a third year progress report. 

Describe the program’s evaluation plan.* 

This plan should identify the methods of program evaluation (e.g., faculty self study, curriculum 
committee review, external review, feedback from key stakeholders such as current students, 
alumni, employers, and/or staff at residency/internship/practicum sites) as well as its key 
elements (e.g., curriculum, teaching, research, public services, diversity, quality, cost 
effectiveness, employer demand, etc., as is relevant to the program), and the goals that will be set 
for each one. It also should illustrate the existence of  regular review and feedback processes to 
ensure that results of the evaluation will be used to improve the curriculum, instruction, and the 
overall quality of the program. 
Your discussion may include (but is not limited to) the following items:  
• Faculty/student collaboration in research, community service, or other projects;
• Faculty productivity (in research, scholarship, creative activities, instruction, and public
service);
• Student engagement in integrative learning activities (internships, practica, service
learning, study abroad, etc.);
• External funding such as research grants and contracts;
• Support of one or more of the Goals of The Illinois Public Agenda;
• Results of student learning assessment;
• Employer, alumni, and other satisfaction survey results;
• Percent of students involved in faculty research or other faculty led projects;
• Percent of graduate students in the program presenting or publishing papers;



Public Universities’ In-Region New Degree Program Application  
to the Illinois Board of Higher Education (IBHE) 

Form approved November 19, 2010                                                                 [Page 17 of 25 ] 

• Pass rate of graduates on the end-of-program, comprehensive, standardized, and/or 
certification/licensure examinations; 
• Retention, graduation, and time-to-degree completion rates; and 
• Job placement, career advancement, and/or graduate school acceptance rates. 
 
*This plan may be based on the institution’s process for the submission of a progress report to 
the IBHE at the end of the 3rd year of operation and the program’s participation in the IBHE’s 8-
year program review process or the program’s specialized accreditation review process.  
 
CS+LAS Discipline 
The undergraduate study committee of the CS department regularly meets for such purposes 
regarding existing majors. It will be easy to incorporate consideration and evaluation of the new 
program under its purview, because they are well-aligned as far as core computer science courses 
are concerned.  
 
Due to the interdisciplinary nature of the program, the two colleges will convene a council 
comprised of the relevant department heads/chairs, directors of undergraduate study, academic 
advisors, and deans/directors in Student Academic Affairs. On an annual basis, the council will, 
among other things, monitor the program’s performance and growth and ensure the curriculum 
remains current. 
 
Data to aid in the evaluation of the program will include: 

• Student performance data, in comparison to students enrolled in the traditional CS major 
• Retention rates, and average time to degree 
• Annual senior survey results 
• Employment rates and salaries, as compared to national averages 
• Rates of employment in summer internship programs 
• Rates of acceptance to graduate schools 
• Alumni surveys, approximately every five years 

 
CS+Linguistics 
Given that the program will be housed within the Linguistics department in the College of 
Liberal Arts and Sciences, the department’s Head and Director of Undergraduate Studies will be 
primarily responsible for the program’s on-going evaluation. They will also coordinate the 
annual meeting of the cross-college council for the CS and Linguistics degree. 
 
Data to aid in the evaluation of the program will include: 

• Number of majors and course enrollments, along with availability of courses  
• Retention rates, and average time to degree 
• Annual student survey results until the first graduating class, and annual senior survey 

results thereafter 
• Alumni surveys, approximately every five years 

 
 
12. Budget Narrative  
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Fiscal and Personnel Resources 
 
Illinois Administrative Code: 1050.30(a)(5):  A) The financial commitments to support the unit 
of instruction, research or public service are sufficient to ensure that the faculty and staff and 
support services necessary to offer the unit of instruction, research or public service can be 
acquired and maintained; B) Projections of revenues necessary to support the unit of instruction, 
research or public service are based on supportable estimates of state appropriations, local tax 
support, student tuition and fees, private gifts, and/or governmental grants and contracts. 
 
Budget Rationale 
 
Provide financial data that document the university’s capacity to implement and sustain the 
proposed program and describe the program’s sources of funding. 
 
 
a. Is the unit’s (Department, College, School) current budget adequate to support the program 

when fully implemented?  If new resources are to be provided to the unit to support the 
program, what will be the source(s) of these funds?  Is the program requesting new state 
funds?  (During recent years, no new funds have been available from the state (IBHE) to 
support new degree programs). 

 
Students enrolled in this program will pay the same differential tuition as current College 
of Engineering Computer Science students. No new state funds requested. 
 

b. Will current faculty be adequate to provide instruction for the new program or will additional 
faculty need to be hired?  If additional hires will be made, please elaborate. 

 
CS+LAS Discipline  
Yes, current Computer Science faculty will be sufficient to provide the needed 
instruction. 
 
CS+Linguistics 
Current faculty will be adequate to provide instruction for the new LING courses given 
the projected enrollment for this program. In addition to faculty from Linguistics, 
linguists among the faculty in the Department of Hispanic and Italian Studies will teach 
courses for the major, as it is a particular area of strength within that department. This 
collaboration in teaching rotation has been discussed and agreed to by both the head of 
the department and the individual faculty. (See Appendix.) 

 
c. Will current staff be adequate to implement and maintain the new program or will additional 

staff be hired?  Will current advising staff be adequate to provide student support and 
advisement, including job placement and or admission to advanced studies?  If additional 
hires will be made, please elaborate. 

 
Current advising resources are expected to be sufficient given projected enrollment 
numbers. Because the degree is housed in the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, 
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academic advisors for the respective LAS disciplines would assume primary 
responsibility for the advising load. However, they would work jointly with advisors in 
the College of Engineering as appropriate.  
 
The Colleges of Engineering and LAS will work together to publicize the program and 
ensure that proper advising resources are provided, particularly in ensuring contacts 
between current CS advisors and LAS departmental advising staff. Should LAS 
experience high demand for this curriculum, advising resources will be supplemented as 
needed. 

 
d. Are the unit’s current facilities adequate to support the program when fully implemented?  

Will there need to be facility renovation or new construction to house the program?  (Refer to 
Section #13.1). 

 
Existing facilities are adequate for the projected enrollment. 

 
e. Are library resources adequate to support the program when fully implemented? (Refer to 

Section #13.2).  
 

As the CS degree already exists, as does most of the LAS coursework it will be paired 
with, there are no additional resources needed for the library. 

 
f. Are any sources of funding temporary (e.g., grant funding)?  If so, how will the program be 

sustained once these funds are exhausted? 
 

The proposed major does not rely on any temporary funding. 
 
g. If this is a graduate program, please discuss the intended use of graduate tuition waivers. If 

the program is dependent on the availability of waivers, how will the unit compensate for lost 
tuition revenue?  

 
N/A 

 
h. Complete the budget Table 2 below 

ESTIMATED COSTS OF THE PROPOSED PROGRAM 

Category 
Unit of 

Measurement Year One 

5th Year 
(or when fully 
implemented) 

Personnel $ $50,000 
Faculty FTE # $90,000-110,000 
Faculty $ $ $ 
Other Personnel Costs $ $ $ 
Supplies, Services, Equipment1 $ $ $ 
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Facility Costs (e.g., rental, 
maintenance) 

$ $ $ 

Other Costs (itemized):     $ 
�           $ $ $ 
�           $ $ $ 
�           $ $ $ 

Total $ $ $140,000-160,000 
Notes: [Explain any unique attribute(s) in this budget table.]

 The projected personnel costs assume increased advising demands in LAS. 
 
13. Facilities and Equipment  
Illinois Administrative Code: 1050.30(a)(4): A)  Facilities, equipment and instructional 
resources (e.g., laboratory supplies and equipment, instructional materials, computational 
equipment) necessary to support high quality academic work in the unit of instruction, research 
or public service are available and maintained; B)  Clinical sites necessary to meet the 
objectives of the unit of instruction, research or public service; C)  Library holdings and 
acquisitions, owned or contracted for by the institution, that are necessary to support high 
quality instruction and scholarship in the unit of instruction, research and public service, are 
conveniently available and accessible, and can be maintained. 
 
a. Describe the facilities and equipment that are available, or that will be available, to develop 

and maintain high quality in this program. Summarize information about buildings, 
classrooms, office space, laboratories and equipment, and other instructional technologies for 
the program. 

 
Existing facilities are adequate and will be improved as needed through the use of 
differential tuition. The CS department also maintains laptops that students may borrow if 
they cannot afford their own computer hardware. 
 

 
b. Summarize information about library resources for the program, including a list of key 

textbooks, a list of key text and electronic journals that will support this program, and a short 
summary of general library resources of the University that will be used by the program’s 
faculty, students, and staff. 

 
As the CS degree already exists, as does most of the LAS coursework it will be paired 
with, there are no additional resources needed for the library. 

 
 

14. Faculty and Staff 
Illinois Administrative Code: 1050.30(a)(3): A)  The academic preparation and experience of 
faculty and staff ensure that the objectives of the unit of instruction, research or public service 
are met; B)  The academic preparation and experience of faculty and staff, as evidenced by level 
of degrees held, professional experience in the field of study and demonstrated knowledge of the 
field, ensure that they are able to fulfill their academic responsibilities; C)  The involvement of 
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faculty in the unit of instruction, research or public service is sufficient to cover the various 
fields of knowledge encompassed by the unit, to sustain scholarship appropriate to the unit, and 
to assure curricular continuity and consistency in student evaluation; D)  Support personnel, 
including but not limited to counselors, administrators, clinical supervisors, and technical staff, 
which are directly assigned to the unit of instruction, research or public service, have the 
educational background and experience necessary to carry out their assigned responsibilities. 
 
 
a. Describe the personnel resources available to develop and maintain a high quality program, 

including faculty (full- and part-time, current and new), staff (full- and part-time, current and 
new), and the administrative structure that will be in place to oversee the program. Also 
include a description of faculty qualifications, the faculty evaluation and reward structure, 
and student support services that will be provided by faculty and staff. 

 
CS+LAS 
With 49 full-time faculty and 6 lecturers, 20+ staff, and a state-of-the-art facility, the CS 
department has ample human resources from which to draw in the administration and 
delivery of this program. In the CS department, each faculty member and lecturer is 
required to submit an annual report describing their research, service, and educational and 
teaching activities, followed by a review meeting with the head of the department. 
Internal review processes will vary between LAS departments, but each actively and 
annually evaluates the same activities of each of their participating faculty members and 
related instructional staff. These annual reviews are used as part of any salary program 
the university will offer and also inform any subsequent tenure/promotion decisions. 
 
The Undergraduate Studies Committee of the CS department will oversee the computer 
science portion of the degree and make recommendations to the entire faculty, who vote 
on substantive changes. The department will work with the Associate Dean for Student 
Academic Affairs in the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences and the appropriate LAS 
departments on any program revisions, which would progress through the standard 
governance process. 
 
Because the degree is housed in the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, academic 
advisors and faculty in the respective LAS disciplines will assume primary responsibility 
for advising. However, they would work jointly with advisors in the College of 
Engineering, as appropriate. Academic advisors and/or participating faculty in both 
departments will work with students to identify the subset of selective and elective course 
options in the respective fields that best match their interests and career aspirations.   
 
CS+Linguistics 
Annual peer teaching evaluations will be conducted for all faculty that teach in the degree 
program according to their respective College's bylaws regarding the process for peer 
teaching evaluations. Teaching and course evaluations will be among the materials 
assessed by the cross-college council overseeing the CS and Linguistics degree program.  
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The Linguistics department will work in conjunction with staff members from the School 
of Literatures, Cultural Studies, and Linguistics on logistical and administrative issues 
and with LAS’s academic affairs team on larger programmatic issues. Additionally, the 
professional academic advisor currently assigned to work with students in all programs in 
the School, including Linguistics, will work in collaboration with the Director of 
Undergraduate Studies and serve as the primary advising contact for students. 

 
 

b. Summarize the major accomplishments of each key faculty member, including 
research/scholarship, publications, grant awards, honors and awards, etc. Include an 
abbreviated curriculum vitae or a short description.  

 
Computer Science 
The Computer Science department has a nearly 20-year track record of excellence in the 
discipline. According to csrankings.com (Computer Science Rankings), UIC’s program is 
39th overall in the country, 22nd for all AI areas, and 19th on natural language processing. 
The 50+ faculty and lecturers in CS have received a broad array of international and 
national honors. Many of the faculty teaching in the CS courses included in this degree 
have been recognized on campus for their teaching and include recipients of UIC’s Silver 
Circle award and its Excellence in Teaching award. Below is additional information 
about some of the clinical faculty who teach the 100-200 level courses considered core 
for the CS and (LAS Discipline) degree, as well as tenure track faculty who teach the 
upper-level natural language processing coursework required for CS and Linguistics. 
 
Joe Hummel. Prof. Hummel is Clinical Associate Professor and Director of 
Undergraduate Studies in the Department of Computer Science. He received his PhD 
from the University of California, Irvine and specializes in computer architecture, 
compilers, programming languages, and parallel processing. He has co-authored two 
books on Windows programming, developed curricular materials around HPC for 
Microsoft, and is well-versed in both parallel hardware and software. In addition to being 
recognized for his teaching as a repeat recipient of UIC’s Silver Circle Award, he is a 
member of the technical staff at Pluralsight, a Microsoft MVP in Visual C++, and a 
private consultant.  
 
Pat Troy. Prof. Troy is a Clinical Associate Professor in the Department of Computer 
Science and earned a M.S. in Computer Science from Pennsylvania State University. He 
has focused his career on computer science education and his teaching has been 
recognized with both UIC’s Excellence in Teaching Award and its Teaching Recognition 
Program. 
 
Dale Reed. Prof. Reed is a Clinical Professor in the Department of Computer Science 
with particular interests in uses of technology in education and artificial intelligence. He 
received his PhD from Northwestern University. As Director of Undergraduate 
Recruitment for the Computer Science department, he has given over 300 presentations 
to ~10,000 high school students over the last 12 years, funded in part by a NSF BPC-A 
grant. He has spearheaded UIC CS department undergraduate student population growth 
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from 185 students in 2005 to over 1500 students in 2019, exceeding the national growth 
average by ~6%. Additionally, his teaching has merited both UIC’s Excellence in 
Teaching Award and its Teaching Recognition Program award. 
 
Barbara Di Eugenio. Prof. Di Eugenio is Professor and Director of Graduate Studies in 
the Department of Computer Science and co-director of the Natural Language Processing 
Laboratory. She earned her PhD from the University of Pennsylvania, and her main area 
of research is natural language processing (NLP) and its application to human-computer 
interaction, educational technology, health care, human-robot interaction, and multimedia 
systems. Her goal is to use NLP to support education and instruction, and collaboration 
between human or artificial agents. She has received a Fulbright Fellowship, NSF’s 
CAREER award, and in 2018 received UIC’s University Scholar award. 
 
Cornelia Caragea. Prof. Caragea is an Associate Professor in the Department of 
Computer Science and received her PhD at Iowa State University. Her research interests 
are in natural language processing, information retrieval, artificial intelligence, and 
machine learning. The overarching goal of her research is to effectively and efficiently 
mine and discover knowledge from large amounts of data. Her research has been 
supported by NSF and she is a recipient of NSF’s CAREER award. 
 
Natalie Parde. Prof. Parde received her PhD from the University of North Texas and is 
Assistant Professor in the Department of Computer Science and co-director of the Natural 
Language Processing Laboratory. Her primary research interests are in dialogue systems 
and their applications, computational processing of figurative language and other forms of 
linguistic creativity, and grounded language learning. In addition to her research interests, 
she enjoys CS outreach and has been involved in organizing K-12 opportunities with the 
National Center for Women & Information Technology, the Design Your World STEM 
Conference for Girls, and the North American Computational Linguistics Olympiad. 
 
 
Linguistics 
Participating linguistics faculty will come from two departments: Linguistics, and 
Hispanic and Italian Studies, both of which are housed in the School of Languages, 
Cultural Studies, and Linguistics at UIC. The Department of Linguistics has particular 
strengths in sociolinguistics, second language acquisition, computer-assisted language 
learning, curriculum development, and discourse processing. The Department of Hispanic 
and Italian Studies boasts a particular strength in the area of Hispanic Linguistics and 
offers both a M.A. and Ph.D. in the subfield. Faculty in both departments have been 
recognized for their teaching and include recipients of UIC’s Excellence in Teaching 
Award and the Teaching Recognition Program Award from UIC’s Council of Excellence 
in Teaching and Learning. 
 
Susanne Rott. Professor Rott received her PhD from the University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign. She is as Associate Professor of Linguistics as well as Associate Professor 
and Head of Germanic Studies. Her principal area of research is the development of 
lexical semantics in second language learners and computer assisted language learning. 
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She has received multiple Study Visit Grants from DAAD to support research in 
Germany and her teaching has merited UIC’s Teaching Recognition Program award.  
 
Xuehua Xiang. Professor Xiang is Associate Professor, Head of Department of 
Linguistics, and Director of Undergraduate Studies (Linguistics, Chinese, Korean, 
Japanese) at UIC. She received her PhD from Pennsylvania State University. Her 
research focuses on discourse, interaction, grammar and language curriculum design. She 
principally works with naturalistic data in American English, Mandarin Chinese, 
Cantonese, Lingao (a non-Chinese language spoken in southern China) as well as 
naturally occurring classroom data. Her current research projects are marketplace 
interactions based on fieldwork conducted on northern Hainan Island (China).  
 
Jennifer Cabrelli Amaro. Professor Cabrelli Amaro received her PhD from the 
University of Florida and is an Assistant Professor in Hispanic and Italian Studies. Her 
primary research interests lie in acquisition and attrition of phonology and phonetics, 
third language acquisition, Spanish and Brazilian Portuguese phonology and 
morphosyntax, and acquisition and attrition of morphosyntax. She is the Director of the 
Multilingual Phonology Laboratory, as well as Editor for Issues in Hispanic and 
Lusophone Linguistics and Associate Editor for Hispania. She has also received an award 
from UIC’s Teaching Recognition Program. 
 
José Camacho. Prof. Camacho is joining UIC in Spring 2020 as Director of the School 
of the Literatures, Cultural Studies, and Linguistics and Professor in Hispanic and Italian 
Studies. He received his PhD from University of Southern California. His research covers 
theoretical syntax and second language acquisition/contact, and he currently has research 
projects on the syntax of Spanish and Pano languages (spoken in Peru and Bolivia) 
 
Luis López. Prof. López is a Professor in the Department of Hispanic and Italian Studies. 
He received his PhD from Cornell University. His main research interest is general 
linguistic theory with special concentrations on syntax, morphology and information 
structure, and for the last few years he has focused on the study of code-switching. 
Professor López has been the recipient of fellowships from the Alexander von Humboldt 
Foundation and the Fulbright Commission, and he is currently Director of the 
Bilingualism Research Laboratory. 

David Miller. Prof. Miller received his PhD from the University of Reading (UK) and is 
an Assistant Professor in the Department of Hispanic and Italian Studies. His research 
interests include language processing, second language acquisition, bi- and 
multilingualism, semantics-pragmatics interface, and the role of logic, including 
inferencing, on language structure and use. He is the Director of the Psychology of 
Multilingualism research lab at UIC. 

Kara Morgan Short. Prof. Morgan-Short received her Ph.D. in Spanish Linguistics at 
Georgetown University. She is a Professor in the Department of Hispanic and Italian 
Studies as well as the Interim Associate Director of the School of Literatures, Cultural 
Studies, and Linguistics. She is also an Associate Professor of Psychology in the 
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Laboratory of Integrative Neuroscience, and her teaching has been recognized with both 
UIC’s Excellence in Teaching Award and its Teaching Recognition Program. Her 
research focuses on second language acquisition, focusing on second language 
neurocognitive processes; effects of explicit and implicit training conditions; and the role 
of individual cognitive abilities. She is Director of the Cognition of Second Language 
Acquisition laboratory and Associate Editor of Language Learning. Her research has 
been supported by the NSF and the NIH. 
 
Kim Potowski. Prof. Potowski is a Professor in the Department of Hispanic and Italian 
Studies and faculty for UIC’s Spanish Heritage Language Program. She received her PhD 
in Spanish Linguistics from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, and her 
work focuses on Spanish in the United States, including factors that influence 
intergenerational language transmission, connections between language and identity, 
heritage language education, and dual immersion education. She is the Director of the 
Language in Context Research Group and Executive Editor of the journal Spanish in 
Context. She is also a recipient of UIC’s Excellence in Teaching Award and an honoree 
in UIC’s Teaching Recognition Program.  
 
Liliana Sánchez. Prof. Sánchez will join UIC in Spring 2020 as Professor in Hispanic 
and Italian Studies. She received her PhD from the University of Southern California, and 
her primary research interests are bilingual and comparative syntax. In bilingual syntax, 
her current work focuses on crosslinguistic influence across language components 
especially syntax, morphology and informational structure. She is currently a member of 
the Bilingualism and Second Language Acquisition Group at Rutgers University. 
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Re.  Proposal to Establish the Bachelor of Science in Computer Science and Linguistics 

Appendix: Supporting Information 

1. Proposed undergraduate catalog description, BS in Computer Science and Linguistics

2. Course descriptions, all courses included in the BS in Computer Science and 
Linguistics

3. CRS forms for new LING courses required for the BS in Computer Science and 
Linguistics:

a) LING 210 Syntax
b) LING 220 Phonetics and Phonology
c) LING 230 Semantics, Pragmatics, and Discourse

4. Permissions and Endorsements from:
a) Department of Computer Science, College of Engineering: Faculty approval of 

proposed curriculum
b) Department of Hispanic and Italian Studies, College of Liberal Arts and Sciences: 

Confirmation of collaboration for Linguistics instruction and approval to include 
SPAN 361, 362, 363, and 365.

c) Department of Mathematics, Statistics, and Computer Science, College of Liberal 
Arts and Sciences: Approval to include MATH 180, MATH 181, STAT 381, 
MCS/CS 401, MCS 421, MCS 423, MCS 425, and MCS 441.

d) Department of Philosophy, College of Liberal Arts and Sciences: Approval to 
include PHIL 206. 



Catalog Statement: Computer Science and Linguistics 

Contact Information: 
Department of Linguistics 
1508 University Hall 
(website to come) 

Administration: 
Xuehua Xiang, Head and Director of 
Undergraduate Studies

Introduction 
The Bachelor of Science in Computer Science and Linguistics is a collaborative program of the College of 
Liberal Arts and Sciences and the College of Engineering designed to prepare students to pursue technical or 
professional careers in arts and sciences areas requiring a sound grounding in computer 
science.  Specifically, students will be prepared to meet an increasing demand for programming skills in 
various disciplines that include an aspect of language, such as speech recognition, speech synthesis, machine-
human interaction, narrative science/natural language generation, demography, and social network analysis; 
or more direct work with language analysis using computational tools, including documentation of 
indigenous languages, language learning apps, health care communication, and digital humanities and textual 
analyses. 

Admissions Requirements 
In order to be considered for admission to Computer Science and Linguistics, students must have: At least a 
C in MATH 180 and CS 111 with an average math/science GPA of 2.50, and at least a B in LING 150. Prior 
to completing these requirements, students may declare “pre-Computer Science and Linguistics” only. 
Transfer students who are admitted to UIC with all academic requirements complete should speak with their 
academic advisor at orientation about next steps. 

BS in Computer Science and Linguistics 

Degree Requirements 
To earn a Bachelor of Science in Computer Science and Linguistics degree from UIC, students need to 
complete university, college, and department degree requirements. The degree requirements for the BS in 
Computer Science and Linguistics are outlined below. Students should consult the College of Liberal Arts 
and Sciences section for additional degree requirements and college academic policies. 
Summary of Requirements Hours 
Requirements for the Curriculum 120 
Total Hours 120 

Requirements for the Curriculum 
The requirements for the curriculum include the courses necessary to complete the General Education and 
Writing-in-the-Discipline requirements described in the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences section. 

Required Courses Hours 
ENGL 160 Academic Writing I: Writing in Academic and Public Contexts 3 
ENGL 161 Academic Writing II: Writing for Inquiry and Research 3 
Foreign language (the equivalent of two years of a single language at the college level) 0-16
Exploring World Cultures course a 3
Understanding the Creative Arts course a 3
Understanding the Past course a 3
Two Analyzing the Natural World courses (classes with labs only) a 8-10



MATH 180 Calculus I b,c 4 
MATH 181 Calculus II c 4 
STAT 381 Applied Statistical Methods I 3 
CS 111 Program Design I 3 
CS 141 Program Design II 4 
CS 151 Mathematical Foundations of Computing 3 
CS 211 Programming Practicum 3 
CS 251 Data Structures 4 
CS 301 Language and Automata 3 

or MCS 441 Theory of Computation I d 
CS 421 Natural Language Processing 3 
Two courses, chosen from: 6 

CS 342 Software Design 
CS 411 Artificial Intelligence I 
CS 412 Introduction to Machine Learning 
CS 418 Introduction to Data Science 
CS 422 User Interface Design and Programming 
MCS/CS 401 Computer Algorithms I 

One additional CS elective (or MCS 361, MCS 363, or MCS 365) 3 
LING 150 Introduction to the Study of Language 3 
LING 160 Language and Society 3 
LING 210 Syntax 3 
LING 220 Phonetics and Phonology 3 
LING 230 Pragmatics, Semantics, and Discourse e 3 
Three courses f, chosen from: 9 

LING 260 Language Acquisition, Language Contact, and Bilingualism 
LING 300 Seminar in Linguistic Analysis 
LING 440 Language and Gender 
LING 459 Topics in Linguistics 
LING 483 Methodology of Second Language Teaching 
LING 487 Computer-Assisted Language Learning 
PHIL 206 Introduction to the Philosophy of Language 
SPAN 361 The Structure of Spanish g 
SPAN 362 Sounds of Spanish g 
SPAN 363 Spanish in Society g 
SPAN 365 Meaning in Language g 

Electives 12-30 
Total Hours 120 
a Students should consult the General Education section of the catalog for a list of approved courses. 
b MATH 180 fulfills the LAS Quantitative Reasoning requirement. 
c These courses are approved for the Analyzing the Natural World General Education category (without lab). 
d MCS 441 has a prerequisite of MATH 215 Introduction to Advanced Mathematics. 



e LING 230 fulfills the LAS Writing-in-the-Discipline requirement. 
f Two of these three courses (6 hours) must be at the 300-level or above, and at least one course at the 300-level

(or above) must come from LING. 
g Taught in Spanish



COMPUTER SCIENCE & MATH COURSES 
 

All CS+(LAS) Programs: Core 
 
CS 111. Program Design I. 3 hours.  
Introduction to programming: control structures; variables and data types; problem decomposition and 
procedural programming; input and output; aggregate data structures including arrays; programming 
exercises. Course Information: 3 hours. Extensive computer use required.  
 
CS 141. Program Design II. 4 hours. 
Data abstraction and modular design; recursion; lists and stacks; dynamic memory allocation; file 
manipulation; programming exercises. Course Information: 4 hours. Extensive computer use required. Credit 
is not given for CS 141 if the student has credit for CS 107. Prerequisite(s): CS 109 or CS 111; and credit or 
concurrent registration in MATH 180.  
 
CS 151. Mathematical Foundations of Computing. 3 hours. 
Discrete mathematics concepts fundamental to computing: propositional logic, predicates and quantifiers; 
proofs; sets; recursive definitions and induction; functions, relations and graphs; combinatorics and discrete 
probability; applications. Course Information: 3 hours. Credit is not given for CS 151 if the student has credit 
in MCS 361. Prerequisite(s): MATH 180; and Grade of C or better in CS 111.  
 
CS 211. Programming Practicum. 3 hours.  
Software development tools and practices; debugging and testing; advanced language features; standard 
libraries; code management. Course Information: 3 hours. Extensive computer use required. Prerequisite(s): 
Grade of C or better in CS 141 or Grade of C or better in CS 107. The option to use CS 107 as a prerequisite 
(in place of CS 141) is only for Computer Engineering majors or students doing a Computer Engineering 
minor.  
 
CS 251. Data Structures. 4 hours. 
Design, usage and analysis of data structures: review of lists, stacks and queues; hash tables, priority queues, 
search trees, introduction to graphs; searching and sorting; runtime analysis; programming projects and lab 
exercises. Course Information: 4 hours. Prerequisite(s): CS 151, and credit or concurrent registration in 
CS 211.  
 
MATH 180. Calculus I. 4 hours. 
Differentiation, curve sketching, maximum-minimum problems, related rates, mean-value theorem, 
antiderivative, Riemann integral, logarithm, and exponential functions. Course Information: Prior credit in 
MATH 165 or MATH 170 will be lost with subsequent completion of MATH 180. Prerequisite(s): Grade of 
C or better in MATH 121 or appropriate performance on the department placement test. Natural World - No 
Lab course. 
 
MATH 181. Calculus II. 4 hours. 
Techniques of integration, arc length, solids of revolution, applications, polar coordinates, parametric 
equations, infinite sequences and series, power series. Course Information: Prerequisite(s): Grade of C or 
better in MATH 180. Natural World - No Lab course. 
 
STAT 381. Applied Statistical Methods I. 3 hours. 
Graphical and tabular representation of data; Introduction to probability, random variables, sampling 
distributions, estimation, confidence intervals, and tests of hypotheses. Includes SAS and SPSSX 
applications. Course Information: Prerequisite(s): Grade of C or better in MATH 181. 

 
 



CS+LINGUISTICS: Core 

CS 301. Languages and Automata. 3 hours. 
Regular sets and finite automata. Context-free languages and push-down automata. Parsing. Computability 
theory including Turing machines and decidability. Prerequisite(s): Grade of C or better in CS 151, and 
credit or concurrent registration in CS 251.  

MCS 441. Theory of Computation I. 3 or 4 hours. (Alternative to CS 301) 
Introduction to formal languages; relations between grammars and automata; elements of the theory of 
computable functions. Course Information: 3 undergraduate hours. 4 graduate hours. Prerequisite(s): 
MATH 215. 

CS 421. Natural Language Processing. 3 or 4 hours. 
Design of natural language processing systems; part-of speech tagging, statistical and symbolic parsers; 
semantic interpretation; discourse and dialogue processing; natural language generation; applications. Course 
Information: 3 undergraduate hours. 4 graduate hours. Prerequisite(s): CS 301 or MCS 441. 

CS+LINGUISTICS: Selectives/Electives 

CS 342. Software Design. 3 hours. 
Software design principles and practices: Object-oriented design; design patterns; software reuse; testing; 
event driven programming and concurrency; graphical user interface design and development; Team 
development. Course Information: Extensive computer use required. Credit is not given for CS 342 if the 
student has credit for CS 340. Prerequisite(s): CS 251. 

CS 411. Artificial Intelligence I. 3 or 4 hours. 
Problem representation; rule-based problem-solving methods; heuristic search techniques. Application to 
expert systems, theorem proving, language understanding. Individual projects. Course Information: 3 
undergraduate hours. 4 graduate hours. Prerequisite(s): CS 251. 

CS 412. Introduction to Machine Learning. 3 or 4 hours. 
Mechanism, implementation, and application of systems that improve automatically based on past 
experience, including classification, density estimation, clustering, and online learning tasks and solutions. 
Course Information: 3 undergraduate hours. 4 graduate hours. Extensive computer use required. MATLAB 
will be used for some of the homework assignments, but prior experience with it is not required. 
Prerequisite(s): CS 251; and IE 342 or STAT 381 or ECE 341; or consent of the instructor. 

CS 418. Introduction to Data Science. 3 or 4 hours. 
Provides an in-depth overview of data science in engineering. Topics include modeling, storage, 
manipulation, integration, classification, analysis, visualization, information extraction, and big data in the 
engineering domain. Course Information: 3 undergraduate hours. 4 graduate hours. Extensive computer use 
required. Prerequisite(s): CS 251 and STAT 381; or IE 342 or ECE 341. 

CS 422. User Interface Design and Programming. 3 or 4 hours. 
User interface design, implementation, and evaluation: user-centered design methodologies, windowing 
systems, I/O devices and techniques, event-loop programming, user studies. Programming projects. Course 
Information: 3 undergraduate hours. 4 graduate hours. Prerequisite(s): CS 342. 

MCS/CS 401. Computer Algorithms I. 3 or 4 hours. 
Design and analysis of computer algorithms. Divide-and-conquer, dynamic programming, greedy method, 
backtracking. Algorithms for sorting, searching, graph computations, pattern matching, NP-complete 



problems. Course Information: Same as MCS 401. 3 undergraduate hours. 4 graduate hours. Prerequisite(s): 
Grade of C or better in MCS 360; or Grade of C or better in CS 202. 

MCS 421. Combinatorics. 3 or 4 hours. 
The pigeonhole principle, permutations and combinations, binomial coefficients, inclusionexclusion 
principle, recurrence relations and generating functions, special counting sequences, Polya theory of 
counting. Course Information: 3 undergraduate hours. 4 graduate hours. Prerequisite(s): Grade of C or better 
in MATH 215; and Grade of C or better in MATH 310 or Grade of C or better in MATH 320; or consent of 
the instructor. 

MCS 423. Graph Theory. 3 or 4 hours. 
Basic concepts of graph theory including Eulerian and hamiltonian cycles, trees, colorings, connectivity, 
shortest paths, minimum spanning trees, network flows, bipartite matching, planar graphs. Course 
Information: 3 undergraduate hours. 4 graduate hours. Prerequisite(s): Grade of C or better in MATH 215; 
and Grade of C or better in MATH 310 or Grade of C or better in MATH 320; or consent of the instructor. 

MCS 425. Codes and Cryptography. 3 or 4 hours. 
Mathematics of communications theory, basic information theory necessary to understand both coding theory 
and cryptography, basic ideas and highlights for both coding theory and cryptography, including public-key 
cryptosystems. Course Information: 3 undergraduate hours. 4 graduate hours. Prerequisite(s): Grade of C or 
better in MATH 215; and Grade of C or better in MATH 310 or Grade of C or better in MATH 320; or 
consent of the instructor. 



LINGUISTICS COURSES 

CS+LINGUISTICS: Core 

LING 150. Introduction to the Study of Language. 3 hours.  
The nature of human language, including analysis of structure and use in social context. Class Schedule 
Information: This course is offered in both a blended and traditional format. If the section is marked 
"Blended-Online and Classroom," use of a computer and internet access is required. Blended sections require 
students to do some of their coursework online. A high-speed connection, while not required, is strongly 
suggested. Individual and Society course. 

LING 160. Language and Society. 3 hours.  
Language and its social context: linguistic variation and diversity in the community involving bilingualism, 
language contact, dialects, style, class, gender, age, and change. Course Information: Recommended 
background: LING 150. Individual and Society course, and US Society course. 

LING 210 Syntax. 3 hours. (New course) 
This course introduces students to concepts and methodologies for the syntactic analysis of natural language. 
Emphasis is on recursive phrase structures, feature structures, and feature dependencies. Prerequisite(s): 
LING 150; or consent of the instructor. 

LING 220. Phonetics and Phonology. 3 hours. (New course) 
This introduction to concepts and methodologies for the phonetic and phonology analysis of natural language 
emphasizes the description and analysis of phonological patterns using feature specifications and analysis of 
acoustic properties of speech. Prerequisite(s): LING 150; or consent of the instructor. 

LING 230. Pragmatics, Semantics, and Discourse. 3 hours. (New course)  
This course introduces students to the core issues in semantics, pragmatics and discourse processing. It 
familiarizes students with the concepts and methodologies in the analysis of meaning, use and discourse 
structures of natural language. Emphasis is on lexical semantics, meaning as conceptualization, the relation 
between pragmatics and semantics, and the relation between pragmatics and discourse structuring. 
Prerequisite(s): LING 150; or consent of the instructor. 

CS+LINGUISTICS: Selectives 

LING 260. Language Acquisition, Language Contact and Bilingualism. 3 hours. 
The social and psychological aspects of three major areas of language acquisition and use will be addressed: 
child language acquisition, adult second language acquisition and bilingualism/language contact. Course 
Information: Prerequisite(s): ENGL 160. Recommended background: LING 150 or LING 160 or a similar 
course. Individual and Society course, and US Society course. 

LING 300. Seminar in Linguistic Analysis. 3 hours. (New course) 
This is a special topics course; it introduces students to the current developments and tools in a specific area of 
linguistic analysis. It provides students with in-depth understanding of the theoretical issues and methodologies in 
the special topics area. Course Information: Prerequisite(s): LING 150 Introduction to the Study of Language; 
or consent of the instructor. Recommended background: At least one of LING 210, LING 220, or LING 230. 

LING 440. Language and Gender. 3 or 4 hours. 
Examination of sociolinguistic research and theories on the interrelationships between language and gender, 
including gender categories in linguistic systems, gender differences in language use, interaction, and cross-
cultural comparisons. Course Information: Same as GWS 440. 3 undergraduate hours. 4 graduate hours. 
Previously listed as LING 540. Prerequisite(s): Junior standing or above; or consent of the instructor. 



LING 459. Topics in Linguistics. 3 or 4 hours. 
Topics vary. Course Information: Same as LCSL 459. 3 undergraduate hours. 4 graduate hours. May be 
repeated up to 2 time(s). Students may register in more than one section per term. Prerequisite(s): Consent of 
the instructor. 

LING 483. Methodology of Second Language Teaching. 3 or 4 hours. 
Approaches, methods, and techniques for teaching second languages with a focus on speaking, listening, 
writing, reading, and on assessment and curriculum/syllabus design. Course Information: Same as 
LCSL 483. 3 undergraduate hours. 4 graduate hours. Prerequisite(s): Junior standing or above and consent of 
the instructor. 

LING 487. Computer Assisted Language Learning. 3 or 4 hours. 
An introduction to computer assisted language learning (CALL): the use of computer technology in second 
language reading and research. The effectiveness of CALL technology is assessed based on SLA theory and 
research studies. Course Information: Same as GER 487 and SPAN 487. 3 undergraduate hours. 4 graduate 
hours. Taught in English. Extensive computer use required. Prerequisite(s): LING 483 or CIE 483 or 
GER 448 or FR 448 or SPAN 448 or GER 449 or FR 449 or SPAN 449; or SPAN 502 or FR 502 or the 
equivalent; or consent of the instructor; and senior standing or above. 

PHIL 206. Introduction to the Philosophy of Language. 3 hours. 
Philosophical issues concerning meaning, the relationship between language and thought, how language is to 
be distinguished from other forms of communication, and how truth relates to meaning. Course Information: 
3 hours. Prerequisite(s): PHIL 102 or PHIL 210. Class Schedule Information: To be properly registered, 
students must enroll in one Lecture and one Discussion. 

SPAN 361. The Structure of Spanish. 3 hours. 
Introduction to the syntactic analysis of the Spanish sentence. Course Information: Prerequisite(s): Grade of 
C or better in SPAN 206; or LING 150 and consent of the instructor; and sophomore standing or above. The 
option to use LING 150 and instructor consent as a prerequisite is only for students in the BS in Computer 
Science and Linguistics. 
 
SPAN 362. Sounds of Spanish. 3 hours. 
Introductory analysis of and practice in the Spanish sound system. Contrastive work in English and Spanish 
sounds. Laboratory exercises. Course Information: Previously listed as SPAN 205. Prerequisite(s): Grade of 
C or better in SPAN 206; or LING 150 and consent of the instructor; and sophomore standing or above. The 
option to use LING 150 and instructor consent as a prerequisite is only for students in the BS in Computer 
Science and Linguistics. 
 
SPAN 363. Spanish in Society. 3 hours. 
Investigation of the role of language in society or of society in language with a focus on Spanish and issues 
of Latinos. Sociolinguistics investigates aspects of language structure and use. Course Information: 
Prerequisite(s): Grade of C or better in SPAN 206; or LING 150 and consent of the instructor; and 
sophomore standing or above. The option to use LING 150 and instructor consent as a prerequisite is only for 
students in the BS in Computer Science and Linguistics. 
 
SPAN 365. Meaning in Language. 3 hours. 
Introduction to the study of meaning in human language. Course Information: Prerequisite(s): Grade of C or 
better in SPAN 206; or LING 150 and consent of the instructor; and sophomore standing or above. The 
option to use LING 150 and instructor consent as a prerequisite is only for students in the BS in Computer 
Science and Linguistics.” 



COURSE REQUEST SYSTEM - PRODUCTION
*** DRAFT *** ADD REQUEST (Pending)

*** DRAFT ***

9/25/2019 Course: LING  210 Version: 1 Title: Introduction to Syntax User Unit Code: 32

Date Entered: 9/25/2019 3:45:26 PM by Sherry Myers, Asst Dir of Educational Policy and Acad Programs
Last Modified: 9/25/2019 3:51:04 PM by Sherry Myers, Asst Dir of Educational Policy and Acad Programs

General reason for this request:
This course is created as part of a proposal to create a blended undergraduate degree in Linguistics and Computer
Science.

This request should be processed at the same time as the following related academic program request(s):
Proposal to Establish a BS in Computer Science and Linguistics; Proposal to Revise the Minor in Linguistics

Requested type of approval and effective date:
Permanent approval effective Fall semester, 2020

Course Subject (Rubric): LING / Linguistics
Primary Unit: Linguistics
Course Number: 210
Course Version: 1

Course Title: Introduction to Natural Language Syntax
Transcript Title: Introduction to Syntax

Course Description:
An introduction to concepts and methodologies for the syntactic analysis of natural language. Emphasis on recursive
phrase structures, feature structures, and feature dependencies.

Notes to Students:
None

Cross Listings:
None

Previous Course Number and/or Subject:
None

Expected Registration:
Freshman and sophomore undergraduate
Junior and senior undergraduate

Type of Course:
Requirement for the following programs: BS in Computer Science and Linguistics
Selective for the following programs: Minor in Linguistics
Elective

Course Learning Outcomes:
• Students will be able to demonstrate their understanding of syntactic structure by means of tree diagrams.
• Students will be able to draw tree structures for English sentences as well as other typologically distant languages.
• Students will be able to identify and describe feature structures on syntactic nodes.
• Students will be able to identify symmetric and asymmetric dependencies as well as describe, in prose, how they
work.
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Course Learning Outcome Assessment Methods:
• Students’ ability to show their understanding of syntactic structure by means of tree diagrams will be assessed by
means of problem sets of increasing complexity.
• Students’ ability to draw tree structures for English sentences as well as other typologically distant languages will be
assessed by means of problem sets of increasing complexity.
• Students’ ability to identify and describe feature structures on syntactic nodes will be assessed by means of problem
sets of increasing complexity.
• Students’ ability to identify symmetric and asymmetric dependencies as well as describe, in prose, how they work will
be assessed by means of problem sets of increasing complexity.
• Students’ ability to analyze natural language data will be assessed through midterm and final exams.

Purpose of this course in relation to overall curriculum and relationship to other courses offered by primary
unit:
This course will be a core requirement for the proposed BS in Computer Science and Linguistics. Syntax studies
sentence structure as well as the mapping of structure to meaning and the articulatory and perceptual systems. It is one
of the foundational sub-fields of the field of linguistics. In conjunction with LING 150 (Introduction to the Study of
Language), LING 160 (Language and Society), LING 220 (Introduction to Phonetics and Phonology), and LING 230
(Semantics, Pragmatics, and Discourse), it constitutes a foundation for students going on to further study in the field.

Relationship of this course to similar courses offered by other academic units:
SPAN 361 Structure of Spanish is taught in Spanish and presents a descriptive grammar of the language, including
some syntax but not exclusively. SPAN 402 Spanish syntax is also taught in Spanish; it is a graduate course that
covers some of the same theoretical material but focuses the analysis on constructions from this language.

Major Topics:
1. What is syntax? What is it for? (3 hours)

Part 1: Structures

2. Word classes and subcategorization (3 hours)
3. Clausal structure and phrase structure rules (3 hours)
4. Finiteness and auxiliaries (3 hours)
5. Subordinate clauses (3 hours)
6. Coordination and serial verbs (3 hours)
7. Nominalizations (3 hours)

Part 2: Dependencies

8. Heads and constituent order (3 hours)
9. Head marking and dependent marking languages (3 hours)
10. Constituency tests and recursion (3 hours)
11. Clausal dependencies (3 hours)
12. Grammatical relations (3 hours)
13. Grammatical relation changes (3 hours)

Part 3: A-bar dependencies

14. wh-movement 1: questions (3 hours)
15: wh-movement 2: relative clauses (3 hours)

Sample Sources and Resource Materials:
Tallerman, Maggie. 2015. Understanding syntax 4th edition. Routledge.

Carnie, Andrew. 2013.  Syntax 2nd edition. Blackwell.

Prerequisite(s):
LING 150; or consent of the instructor.

Recommended Background:
ENGL 200.

Corequisites:
None

Restrictions:
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None

Credit Restrictions:
None

Credit Hours:
3 hours.

Type of Instruction:
Type of Instruction Contact Hours/Week Over 15-Week Term
Lecture-Discussion 3

Grading Mode: Normal

Sign-Offs:
To be forwarded for review, sign-off, and comment to the following administrators:
Chairperson(s) or director(s) of department(s) or unit(s):
None
Dean(s) of college(s) or school(s):
None
Comments related to request for sign-off:
None

Frequency of Offering:
Offering varies.
Every other year

Special Technology or Equipment Support Request:
None

Faculty Proposer(s):
Luis López Carretero

PRIMARY DEPARTMENT APPROVAL STATUS
NOT YET APPROVED by Linguistics

PRIMARY COLLEGE APPROVAL STATUS
NOT YET APPROVED by Liberal Arts and Sciences

OFFICE OF VICE CHANCELLOR FOR ACADEMIC AFFAIRS APPROVAL STATUS
NOT YET APPROVED
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COURSE REQUEST SYSTEM - PRODUCTION
*** DRAFT *** ADD REQUEST (Pending)

*** DRAFT ***

9/25/2019 Course: LING  220 Version: 1 Title: Phonetics and Phonology User Unit Code: 32

Date Entered: 9/25/2019 3:52:49 PM by Sherry Myers, Asst Dir of Educational Policy and Acad Programs
Last Modified: 9/25/2019 3:55:38 PM by Sherry Myers, Asst Dir of Educational Policy and Acad Programs

General reason for this request:
This course is created as part of a proposal to create a blended undergraduate degree in Linguistics and Computer
Science.

This request should be processed at the same time as the following related academic program request(s):
Proposal to Establish a BS in Computer Science and Linguistics; Proposal to Revise the Minor in Linguistics

Requested type of approval and effective date:
Permanent approval effective Fall semester, 2020

Course Subject (Rubric): LING / Linguistics
Primary Unit: Linguistics
Course Number: 220
Course Version: 1

Course Title: Introduction to Phonetics and Phonology
Transcript Title: Phonetics and Phonology

Course Description:
No response

Notes to Students:
None

Cross Listings:
None

Previous Course Number and/or Subject:
None

Expected Registration:
Freshman and sophomore undergraduate
Junior and senior undergraduate

Type of Course:
Requirement for the following programs: BS in Computer Science and Linguistics
Selective for the following programs: Minor in Linguistics
Elective

Course Learning Outcomes:
• Students will be able to identify the parts of the vocal tract and their roles in speech production.
• Students will be able to transcribe English and non-English speech using the International Phonetic Alphabet.
• Students will be able to analyze the acoustic properties of speech using acoustic analysis software.
• Students will be able to describe phonological patterns using phonological rule format and feature specifications.

Course Learning Outcome Assessment Methods:
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• Students’ ability to identify the parts of the vocal tract and their roles in speech production will be assessed by a series
of interactive identification exercises.
• Students’ ability to transcribe English and non-English speech using the International Phonetic Alphabet will be
assessed by a set of transcription assignments of increasing difficulty.
• Students’ ability to analyze the acoustic properties of speech using acoustic analysis software will be assessed by two
at-home labs that require students to record and measure quantitative elements of speech and report their findings.
• Students’ ability to describe phonological patterns using phonological rule format and feature specifications will be
assessed by problem sets of increasing complexity.
• Students’ ability to analyze natural language data will be assessed by mid-term and final exams consisting of problem
sets, transcription, and waveforms and spectrograms used to identify speech sounds.

Purpose of this course in relation to overall curriculum and relationship to other courses offered by primary
unit:
This course will be a core requirement for the proposed BS in Computer Science and Linguistics. It is also proposed to
be included as a selective in the Linguistics Minor. It is designed to give students an overall understanding of the study
of sounds and sound patterning in natural language. In conjunction with LING 150 (Introduction to the Study of
Language), LING 160 (Language and Society), LING 210 (Introduction to Syntax), and LING 230 (Semantics,
Pragmatics, and Discourse), the course constitutes a foundation for students going on to further study in the field.

Relationship of this course to similar courses offered by other academic units:
SPAN 362 is taught in Spanish and presents a descriptive phonetic and phonological grammar of the language. SPAN
404 Spanish Phonology and Morphology is also taught in Spanish; it is a graduate course that covers some of the
same theoretical material but focuses the analysis on phonological patterns from this language.

Major Topics:
1. Introduction to phonetics and phonology (3 hours)
2. The human speech apparatus (3 hours)
3. Articulation of vowels and consonants (3 hours)
4. Transcription using the International Phonetic Alphabet (3 hours)
5. Units of speech (3 hours)
6. Sounds of the world’s languages (3 hours)
7. Properties of sound (3 hours)
8. Acoustic analysis of speech (3 hours)
9. Introduction to speech perception (3 hours)
10. Phonemics (3 hours)
11. Features (3 hours)
12. Rules (3 hours)
13. Syllables (3 hours)
14. Sonority (3 hours)
15. Neutralization (3 hours)

TOTAL HOURS: 45

Sample Sources and Resource Materials:
Zsiga, E. C. (2013). The sounds of language: An introduction to phonetics and phonology. Malden, MA: Wiley-
Blackwell. ISBN 9781405191036.

Prerequisite(s):
LING 150; or consent of the instructor.

Recommended Background:
None

Corequisites:
None

Restrictions:
None

Credit Restrictions:
None

Credit Hours:
3 hours.
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Type of Instruction:
Type of Instruction Contact Hours/Week Over 15-Week Term
Lecture-Discussion 3

Grading Mode: Normal

Sign-Offs:
To be forwarded for review, sign-off, and comment to the following administrators:
Chairperson(s) or director(s) of department(s) or unit(s):
None
Dean(s) of college(s) or school(s):
None
Comments related to request for sign-off:
None

Frequency of Offering:
Offering varies.
Every other year

Special Technology or Equipment Support Request:
None

Faculty Proposer(s):
Jennifer Cabrelli

PRIMARY DEPARTMENT APPROVAL STATUS
NOT YET APPROVED by Linguistics

PRIMARY COLLEGE APPROVAL STATUS
NOT YET APPROVED by Liberal Arts and Sciences

OFFICE OF VICE CHANCELLOR FOR ACADEMIC AFFAIRS APPROVAL STATUS
NOT YET APPROVED
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COURSE REQUEST SYSTEM - PRODUCTION
*** DRAFT *** ADD REQUEST (Pending)

*** DRAFT ***

9/30/2019 Course: LING  230 Version: 1 Title: Semantics/Pragmatics/Discourse User Unit Code: 32

Date Entered: 9/25/2019 3:58:04 PM by Sherry Myers, Asst Dir of Educational Policy and Acad Programs
Last Modified: 9/30/2019 12:59:34 PM by Sherry Myers, Asst Dir of Educational Policy and Acad Programs

General reason for this request:
This course is created as part of a proposal to create a blended undergraduate degree in Linguistics and Computer
Science.

This request should be processed at the same time as the following related academic program request(s):
Proposal to Establish a BS in Computer Science and Linguistics; Proposal to Revise the Minor in Linguistics

Requested type of approval and effective date:
Permanent approval effective Fall semester, 2020

Course Subject (Rubric): LING / Linguistics
Primary Unit: Linguistics
Course Number: 230
Course Version: 1

Course Title: Semantics, Pragmatics, and Discourse
Transcript Title: Semantics/Pragmatics/Discourse

Course Description:
An introduction to the core issues in semantics, pragmatics, and discourse studies. Emphasis is on lexical semantics,
meaning as conceptualization, relation between pragmatics and semantics, and relation between pragmatics and
discourse structuring.

Notes to Students:
None

Cross Listings:
None

Previous Course Number and/or Subject:
None

Expected Registration:
Freshman and sophomore undergraduate
Junior and senior undergraduate

Type of Course:
Requirement for the following programs: BS in Computer Science and Linguistics
Selective for the following programs: Minor in Linguistics
Elective

Course Learning Outcomes:
• Students will be able to demonstrate their understanding of fundamental concepts in semantics, pragmatics, and
discourse.
• Students will be able to differentiate implicature types.  
• Students will be able to identify presupposition and its contribution to discourse structuring.
• Students will be able to analyze discourse patterns based on natural language data.
• Students will be able to integrate semantic, pragmatic, and discourse frameworks in analyzing natural language
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Course Learning Outcome Assessment Methods:
• Students’ understanding of fundamental concepts in semantics, pragmatics, and discourse will be demonstrated by
means of problem sets with increasing complexity.
• Students’ ability to differentiate implicature types will be assessed by means of problem sets with increasing
complexity.
• Students’ ability to identify presupposition and its contribution to discourse will be assessed by means of problem sets
with increasing complexity.
• Students’ ability to analyze discourse patterns based on natural language data will be assessed by two 3-page written
reports and presentation.  
• Students’ ability to integrate semantic, pragmatic, and discourse frameworks in analyzing natural language will be
assessed by a 10-page final paper.

Purpose of this course in relation to overall curriculum and relationship to other courses offered by primary
unit:
This course will be a core requirement for the proposed BS in Computer Science and Linguistics and will satisfy the
Writing-in-the-Discipline requirement for the major. It's also proposed to be included as a selective for the Linguistics
Minor.  It is designed to give students an overall understanding of the study of meaning and usage beyond the sentence
level, focusing on theoretical models for analyzing literal vs. non-literal meaning in natural language. In conjunction with
LING 150 (Introduction to the Study of Language), LING 160 (Language and Society), LING 210 (Introduction to
Syntax), and LING 220 (Introduction to Phonetics and Phonology), the course constitutes a foundation for students
going on to further study in the field.

Relationship of this course to similar courses offered by other academic units:
LCSL/ENGL567 Discourse Analysis is a graduate course which has some topical overlap with the discourse-based
topics in this course. LCSL/ENGL 567 is more theoretical and advanced for graduate students, and focuses on
discourse analysis as a research methodology.

Major Topics:
1. What is semantics? What is pragmatics? What is discourse? How do they interrelate? (3 hours)

Part 1: Semantics

2. Reference and sense; utterances, sentences and propositions (3 hours)
3. Meaning, thought and reality; literal and non-literal meaning (3 hours)
4. Word meaning; lexical relations (3 hours)
5. Sentence relations and truth; entailment; presupposition (3 hours)
6. Theoretical modeling (3 hours)

Part 2: Semantics and Pragmatics

7. Deixis: person, time, place, discourse (3 hours)
8. Conversational implicature (3 hours)
9. Presupposition (3 hours)
10. Speech acts (3 hours)

Part 3: Pragmatics and Discourse

11. Information structure (3 hours)
12. Narrative structure (3 hours)
13. Conversational Structure  (3 hours)
14. Modes of discourse (3 hours)
15: Framing, metaphor, and category (3 hours)

Sample Sources and Resource Materials:
Chafe, Wallace. (1994). Discourse, Consciousness and Time. University of Chicago Press.

Goffman, Erving. (1974). Frame Analysis. An Essay on the Organization of Experience. Boston: Northeastern
University Press

Labov, William. (1997). Some further steps in narrative analysis. The Journal of Narrative and Life History, 7 (1),
395-415.

Levinson, Stephen. (1983). Pragmatics. Cambridge University Press.

Saeed, John I. (2009). Semantics. John I. Wiley-Blackwell.  

Strauss, Susan and Feiz, Parastou. (2014). Discourse Analysis: Putting our worlds into words.
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Strauss, Susan, Fei, Parastou, and Xiang, Xuehua. (2018). Grammar, Meaning, and Concepts. Routledge.

Prerequisite(s):
LING 150; or consent of the instructor.

Recommended Background:
None

Corequisites:
None

Restrictions:
None

Credit Restrictions:
None

Credit Hours:
3 hours.

Type of Instruction:
Type of Instruction Contact Hours/Week Over 15-Week Term
Lecture-Discussion 3

Grading Mode: Normal

Sign-Offs:
To be forwarded for review, sign-off, and comment to the following administrators:
Chairperson(s) or director(s) of department(s) or unit(s):
None
Dean(s) of college(s) or school(s):
None
Comments related to request for sign-off:
None

Frequency of Offering:
Offering varies.
Every other year

Special Technology or Equipment Support Request:
None

Faculty Proposer(s):
Xuehua Xiang

PRIMARY DEPARTMENT APPROVAL STATUS
NOT YET APPROVED by Linguistics

PRIMARY COLLEGE APPROVAL STATUS
NOT YET APPROVED by Liberal Arts and Sciences

OFFICE OF VICE CHANCELLOR FOR ACADEMIC AFFAIRS APPROVAL STATUS
NOT YET APPROVED
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Tuesday, October 15, 2019 at 11:55:30 AM Central Daylight Time

Page 1 of 2

Subject: updates to CS + Linguis1cs proposal
Date: Sunday, September 8, 2019 at 7:09:02 PM Central Daylight Time
From: Hummel, Joe
To: Myers, Sherry, Hernandez-Pecoraro, Rosilie
CC: Sloan, Robert Hal
AFachments: CS+LING Proposal 090819.doc, CS+LING Curriculum 090819.docx

APached please find updates to the IBHE proposal, and a minor change to the curriculum doc (CS 111
remains at 3 hours, not changing to 4).  I answered Sherry ques1ons, cleaned up a few sec1ons where it was
s1ll referencing UIUC classes and faculty, and I think the document is very close now. 
 
I do need Bob’s help with the very end of the document --- faculty awards that are worth men1oning.  I
men1oned the UIC Silver Circle award, and the UIC Excellence in Teaching award, but I’m sure there’s many
others we can men1on.
 
As I’m sure Bob men1oned, the program was approved by the CS faculty on Wednesday September 4th. 
 
Cheers!
 

joe
 
 
 
From: Hernandez-Pecoraro, Rosilie <rosieher@uic.edu> 
Sent: Wednesday, August 28, 2019 8:56 AM
To: Sloan, Robert Hal <sloan@uic.edu>; Hummel, Joe <jhummel2@uic.edu>
Cc: Myers, Sherry <sherrym@uic.edu>
Subject: CS+LING Timeline
Importance: High
 
 
Dear Bob and Joe,
 
I hope this email finds you well.
 
When we met on July 2nd, the 1meline set (per my notes) is the following:
 

o   End of August/early September - present to CS faculty (Joe stated that CS can do email/quick
re-approval if LAS EPC changes anything subsequently).

o   September - Factor in CS faculty concerns, present to LAS EPC
o   November - Present to LAS faculty
o   Would go to Eng faculty ajer LAS EPC or LAS Faculty.
o   If all goes well, SCEP in late November/early December

 
Our aim is to present to the LAS EPC on 9/23.   Sherry and I, therefore, need the draj of the proposal
with the requested language from CS as soon as possible and no later than 9/4.  Sherry and I need two
weeks to complete and polish the draj, and have LING/CS review and approve the final draj proposal
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before circula1ng it to the LAS EPC commiPee on 9/18 for the mee1ng on 9/23.  Given the scope and
complexity of this proposal, we cannot be certain that the LAS EPC will approve the proposal as is on
9/23; they ojen send proposals back with ques1ons and concerns.  If that is the case we need a
cushion of 1me to address the commiPee’s query between 9/23 and the LAS Faculty mee1ng in
November.
 
If you have any ques1ons or concerns, please let us know immediately.  We look forward to our
con1nued collabora1on and to the language needed to complete the draj.
 
Best wishes,
 
Rosie
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chicago, October 17, 2019 
 
 

To Whom It May Concern: 
 

On behalf of the Department of Hispanic & Italian Studies, I would like to express our 
enthusiastic support for the Bachelor of Science in Liberal Arts and Sciences, with a Major in 
Computer Science + Linguistics. 

 
We are excited about the opportunity to partner with the Department of Linguistics on this 
new major that will provide a high quality curriculum for students interested in linguistics 
and in computational linguistics specifically. This new interdisciplinary major will provide a 
unique learning opportunity for students, drawing on the strengths of academic departments 
in the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences and the College of Engineering. The Department 
of Hispanic & Italian Studies agrees to support this new major by providing faculty to teach 
some of the required Linguistics courses as our faculty members have the specific expertise 
to teach several of the required courses. We would need to assess every year how many 
classes can be taught by faculty in Hispanic & Italian according to the needs of our different 
programs. Additionally, the Department approves the inclusion of SPAN 361, 362, 363, and 
365 as selective options in the CS + Linguistics program 

 
We look forward to ongoing collaboration on this degree with the Department of Linguistics 
and the College of Engineering. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 
 

Margarita Saona 
Professor 
Head of Hispanic and Italian Studies 
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Subject: FW: CS Plus Linguis/cs
Date: Friday, October 11, 2019 at 11:12:14 AM Central Daylight Time
From: Hernandez-Pecoraro, Rosilie
To: Myers, Sherry, Majumdar, Dibyen

From: "shipleyb@uic.edu" <shipleyb@uic.edu>
Date: Friday, October 11, 2019 at 10:46 AM
To: "Hernandez-Pecoraro, Rosilie" <rosieher@uic.edu>
Cc: "kSucker@uic.edu" <kSucker@uic.edu>
Subject: Re: CS Plus Linguis/cs

Dear Rosie,

We approve the use of all of these courses in the CS and Linguis/cs BS program.

-Brooke

Brooke Shipley 
Professor and Head

Department of Mathema/cs, Sta/s/cs, and Computer Science
University of Illinois at Chicago

On Thu, Oct 10, 2019 at 4:46 PM Hernandez-Pecoraro, Rosilie <rosieher@uic.edu> wrote:

Dear Brooke,

Thank you for the mee/ng today.  It was a very good conversa/on.

One thing I would like to clarify:

As I discussed, CS Plus X as proposed by COE follows the same GPA thresholds for Math and STEM courses
for admi]ance to the degree as it does in the “regular” Computer Science major,  with an added
component of a minimum of B in Linguis/cs 150.  As Kevin pointed out the GPA threshold is for admi]ance
but not for remaining in the program. The same is the case for the “regular” Computer Science major at
COE.  They have this threshold for being admi]ed but not for remaining in the program.

Regarding the approval of courses:
The Colleges of LAS and Engineering are jointly proposing a new undergraduate degree for implementa/on
in Fall 2020. The proposal is for a Bachelor of Science in Computer Science and (LAS Discipline), though the
specific itera/on currently under considera/on is the BS in Computer Science and Linguis/cs. The colleges
are reques/ng formal approval to include MATH 180, MATH 181, STAT 381, and MCS/CS 401 in the degree
requirements.  We are also reques/ng the formal approval to include MCS 421, MCS 423, and MCS 425 as
elec/ves to the curriculum.

mailto:rosieher@uic.edu
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elec/ves to the curriculum.
We thank you in advance for your considera/on.
Best wishes,
Rosie
 
_

Rosilie Hernández
Associate Dean for Student Academic Affairs
Professor of Hispanic and Italian Studies
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
University of Illinois at Chicago

rosieher@uic.edu

Error! Filename not specified.
 
 
 

mailto:rosieher@uic.edu


Monday, November 11, 2019 at 12:06:23 PM Central Standard Time

Page 1 of 2

Subject: Re: CS Plus Update-- Le2er of Agreement
Date: Monday, November 11, 2019 at 11:57:56 AM Central Standard Time
From: Brooke Shipley
To: Hernandez-Pecoraro, Rosilie
CC: Myers, Sherry

Dear Rosie,

I'm glad to hear this and definitely approve.

-Brooke

Brooke Shipley 
Professor and Head

Department of MathemaTcs, StaTsTcs, and Computer Science
University of Illinois at Chicago

On Mon, Nov 11, 2019 at 11:32 AM Hernandez-Pecoraro, Rosilie <rosieher@uic.edu> wrote:

Dear Brooke,

 

I would like to give you an update on the CS Plus LinguisTcs proposal. 

 

Lev Reyzin contacted Robert Sloan regarding the proposal.  CS agreed to include one more MCS course as a
selecTve to the core requirements.   Students may select between taking CS 301 and MCS 441.   I consulted
with the leadership of the Department of LinguisTcs and they also agreed to this change.  The EPC was
alerted that there may be an addendum to the proposal, which the commi2ee approved unanimously.

 

Given the proposed changes, we would need an addiTonal email from you, as head of Math and Computer
Science, approving the use of this course as a selecTve for the core of the CS Plus program.

 

Let me know if you have any quesTons or concerns.

 

Thank you in advance for your a2enTon.

 

Best wishes,

 

Rosie

mailto:rosieher@uic.edu
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_

 

Rosilie Hernández

Associate Dean for Student Academic Affairs

Professor of Hispanic and Italian Studies

College of Liberal Arts and Sciences

University of Illinois at Chicago

 

rosieher@uic.edu
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Subject: FW: PHIL 206: Request for Inclusion as Selec;ve
Date: Monday, September 30, 2019 at 12:49:44 PM Central Daylight Time
From: Myers, Sherry

From: "Xiang, Xuehua" <xxiang@uic.edu>
Date: Friday, September 6, 2019 at 2:50 PM
To: "Myers, Sherry" <sherrym@uic.edu>, "Hernandez-Pecoraro, Rosilie" <rosieher@uic.edu>
Cc: "karams@uic.edu" <karams@uic.edu>, "sahall@uic.edu" <sahall@uic.edu>
Subject: Fw: PHIL 206: Request for Inclusion as Selec;ve

Dear Sherry,
Please see below the leYer of support from Philosophy. If a formal leYer on leYerhead is needed,
please let me know. I've also let Dr. Hilbert know that I'll be in touch for a mee;ng to talk to him about
the new major once we've received sugges;ons from the CS faculty. 
Best,
Xuehua 

From: David Hilbert <hilbert@uic.edu>
Sent: Friday, September 6, 2019 11:38 AM
To: Xiang, Xuehua <xxiang@uic.edu>
Subject: Re: PHIL 206: Request for Inclusion as Selec;ve
 
We've had our discussion and you have my approval to add 206 as a selec;ve course to the major proposal. I would
like to meet to talk to you some;me about the new major but the approval isn't con;ngent on that discussion.

Dave

--
David Hilbert
Professor and Chair
Department of Philosophy
University of Illinois at Chicago

email: hilbert@uic.edu
web: www.uic.edu/~hilbert/

On Fri, Sep 6, 2019 at 8:42 AM Xiang, Xuehua <xxiang@uic.edu> wrote:
Dear Dr. Hilbert,

Sorry to be wri;ng at this very busy ;me of the semester. I was just wondering if you've received
feedback from the faculty who teach PHIL 206. If I could answer any ques;ons, I'd be very happy to
do so by email or mee;ng in person. 

Thank you for your considera;on.
Best regards,
Xuehua 

mailto:hilbert@uic.edu
http://www.uic.edu/~hilbert/
mailto:xxiang@uic.edu
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From: David Hilbert <hilbert@uic.edu>
Sent: Friday, August 30, 2019 11:54 AM
To: Xiang, Xuehua <xxiang@uic.edu>
Subject: Re: PHIL 206: Request for Inclusion as Selec;ve
 
Thanks for the email. I've just reached out to the faculty who teach PHIL 206. I'll get back you acer I hear from
them, some;me next week.

Dave

--
David Hilbert
Professor and Chair
Department of Philosophy
University of Illinois at Chicago

email: hilbert@uic.edu
web: www.uic.edu/~hilbert/

On Fri, Aug 30, 2019 at 11:10 AM Xiang, Xuehua <xxiang@uic.edu> wrote:
Dear Professor Hilbert,

My name is Xuehua Xiang, and I'm an Associate Professor of Linguistics in the Department of
Linguistics. 

I'm writing because the Colleges of LAS and Engineering are proposing a
new undergraduate degree, the BS in Computer Science and Linguistics, which will be
administered by the Department of Linguistics and the Department of Computer Science. We have
identified several courses that would be of great value to students pursuing the major. Both the
Linguistics faculty and the Computer Science faculty felt the course, PHIL 206 Introduction to the
Philosophy of Language, would be very beneficial, and would like to ask for your permission to
include the course as a selective. 

The enclosed document provides a description of how PHIL 206 would function within the
proposed degree program. As you will see, it would be one of several options to round out the
students’ linguistics education. PHIL 206 would be very beneficial as a selective for students
interested and able to take it.

The proposed effective term of the new program is fall 2020. If you agree to the inclusion of PHIL
206, could you e-mail your permission to me (xxiang@uic.edu), and possibly by Friday September
13?

I’d be very happy to come to your office hours if you would like to first discuss the proposed
program or have any questions for me. 

Thank you very much for the consideration.
Best regards,
Xuehua
-----------------

mailto:hilbert@uic.edu
mailto:xxiang@uic.edu
mailto:hilbert@uic.edu
http://www.uic.edu/~hilbert/
mailto:xxiang@uic.edu
mailto:xxiang@uic.edu)
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Xuehua Xiang
Associate Professor
Interim Head, Department of Linguistics
UH 1508
Tel. (312) 996-5588
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Title: Proposal to Revise the Minor in Linguistics 
 
Sponsor:  Department of Linguistics 
  College of Liberal Arts and Sciences 
 
Executive 
Summary: The department proposes revising the Minor in Linguistics in order to include four 

new courses created in conjunction with a separate proposal to establish a BS in 
Computer Science and Linguistics.  

 
 
Description: Four LING courses are being created as a foundational part of a proposed degree 

program, the BS in Computer Science and Linguistics: LING 210 Syntax; LING 220 
Phonetics and Phonology; LING 230 Pragmatics, Semantics, and Discourse; and 
LING 300 Seminar in Linguistic Analysis. In the revised version of the minor, these 
courses would be included among the selective options from which students in the 
minor complete nine credit hours. 

  
Justification: These courses represent foundational aspects of the larger field of Linguistics and 

will be in regular, reliable rotation due to their role in the proposed major program. 
As such, it makes intellectual and logistical sense to include them as options for 
completing requirements in the minor. 
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Catalog Statement: 
 

Present 

Minor in Linguistics 

Requirements for the Minor 

Students who wish to pursue the Minor in Linguistics 
must complete 18 semester hours, at least 9 of which must 
be at the 200-level or above. Courses used to complete the 
minor should comply with the following requirements: 

Required Courses  

LING 150 Introduction to the Study of Language 3 
LING 160 Language and Society 3 

LING 260 

Language Acquisition, Language 
Contact and Bilingualism 3 

Three additional courses from the list below or as 
approved by an advisor, two of which must be at the 
200-level or above. 

9 

LING/CEES 406 

History of European Standard 
Languages 

 

LING/ANTH 480 Sociolinguistics  

LING/LCSL 483 

Methodology of Second Language 
Teaching 

 

LING/GER/SPAN 
487 

Computer Assisted Language 
Learning 

 

ENGL 122 Understanding Rhetoric  

ENGL 200 Basic English Grammar  

PHIL 102 Introductory Logic  

PHIL 206 

Introduction to the Philosophy of 
Language 

 

SPAN/LALS 427 

Studies in Language Policy and 
Cultural Identity 

 

Total Hours 18 
 
 

Proposed 
 
SAME 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Three additional courses from the list below or as 
approved by an advisor, two of which must be at the 
200-level or above. 

9 

LING 210 Syntax 
LING 220 Phonetics and Phonology 

LING 230  Pragmatics, Semantics, and 
Discourse 

LING 300 Seminar in Linguistic Analysis 

LING/CEES 406 

History of European Standard 
Languages 

LING/ANTH 480 Sociolinguistics 

LING/LCSL 483 

Methodology of Second Language 
Teaching 

LING/GER/SPAN 
487 

Computer Assisted Language 
Learning 

ENGL 122 Understanding Rhetoric 
ENGL 200 Basic English Grammar 
PHIL 102 Introductory Logic 

PHIL 206 

Introduction to the Philosophy of 
Language 

SPAN/LALS 427 

Studies in Language Policy and 
Cultural Identity 

SAME 
 
  

https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=LING%20150
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=LING%20160
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=LING%20260
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=LING%20406
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=LING%20480
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=LING%20483
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=LING%20487
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=LING%20487
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20122
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20200
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PHIL%20102
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PHIL%20206
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=SPAN%20427
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=LING%20406
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=LING%20480
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=LING%20483
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=LING%20487
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=LING%20487
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20122
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20200
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PHIL%20102
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PHIL%20206
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=SPAN%20427
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Minority Impact Statement: No impact on minority students in anticipated. 
 
Budgetary and Staff Implications: No additional budget or staff resources needed as these courses will 
already be in rotation. 
 
Library Resource Implications: Current library resources are sufficient. 
 
Space Implications: Current space allocations are sufficient. 
 
Unit (e.g., departmental) approval date: August 20, 2019 
 
College (educational policy committee, faculty) approval dates:  
 LAS Educational Policy Committee: October 21, 2019 
 LAS Faculty: TBA 
 
Contact Person: Xuehua Xiang (xxiang@uic.edu) 
 
Proposed Effective Date: Fall 2020 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Descriptions of New Selective Course Options 
 
LING 210 Syntax. 3 hours. (New course) 
This course introduces students to concepts and methodologies for the syntactic analysis of natural language. 
Emphasis is on recursive phrase structures, feature structures, and feature dependencies. Prerequisite(s): 
LING 150; or consent of the instructor. 
 
LING 220. Phonetics and Phonology. 3 hours. (New course) 
This introduction to concepts and methodologies for the phonetic and phonology analysis of natural language 
emphasizes the description and analysis of phonological patterns using feature specifications and analysis of 
acoustic properties of speech. Prerequisite(s): LING 150; or consent of the instructor. 
 
LING 230. Pragmatics, Semantics, and Discourse. 3 hours. (New course)  
This course introduces students to the core issues in semantics, pragmatics and discourse processing. It 
familiarizes students with the concepts and methodologies in the analysis of meaning, use and discourse 
structures of natural language. Emphasis is on lexical semantics, meaning as conceptualization, the relation 
between pragmatics and semantics, and the relation between pragmatics and discourse structuring. 
Prerequisite(s): LING 150; or consent of the instructor. 
 
LING 300. Seminar in Linguistic Analysis. 3 hours. (New course) 
This is a special topics course; it introduces students to the current developments and tools in a specific area 
of linguistic analysis. It provides students with in-depth understanding of the theoretical issues and 
methodologies in the special topics area. Course Information: Prerequisite(s): LING 150 Introduction to the 
Study of Language; or consent of the instructor. Recommended background: At least one of LING 210, 
LING 220, or LING 230. 
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Title: Proposal to Revise the BA in Liberal Arts and Sciences, Major in Political Science 
 
Sponsor:  Department of Political Science 
  College of Liberal Arts and Sciences 
 
Executive 
Summary: The department proposes a revision to the 300-level elective requirement in the Major in 

Political Science. Establishing that no more than one of the two required electives at that 
level may come from experiential, independent, or research credits will ensure all 
students have the opportunity to benefit from an advanced elective experience in a 
classroom with department faculty and peers.  

  
 Additionally, the department proposes the removal of POLS 190 as a selective in the 

major. 
 
Description: As part of their electives in the major, the department requires students to complete two 

Political Sciences courses at the 300-level or above. Currently, students are able to 
complete that requirement by taking POLS 301 Field Experience in Political Science (6 
credits) or two POLS 303 Supervised Readings and Research courses (of 3 credits each). 
The department proposes allowing students to use only one of those two courses toward 
the completion of this major requirement. No other degree requirements would be 
impacted by this revision. 

  
Justification: The department believes that the higher-level classroom experience is critical to students’ 

development as political scientists because it provides them with a more comprehensive 
understanding of the material. It allows for learning opportunities that are not available 
through specialized independent studies or practical experience courses, including 
nuanced discussion with other advanced political science undergraduates. Furthermore, 
requiring students to complete at least one 300-level elective course will help ensure 
graduating students have received consistent training in the discipline. The department 
highly values and continues to encourage experiential and independent learning and 
research opportunities. However, they also believe that such opportunities should 
supplement, rather than substitute for, classroom-based experiences, and establishing this 
limit will help ensure that students are receiving the benefits of such courses without 
discouraging them from pursuing internship or research credit. 

 
Amendment 7/29/19: 
Description: The department proposes the elimination of POLS 190 Scope of Political Science as a 

selective option in the major. 
  
Justification: POLS 190 has not been offered since Fall 2014 and as such is being formally phased out 

by the department. Students will continue to select from other courses designed to 
introduce them to facets of the political science discipline.  
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Catalog Statement: 
 

Present 
 
Degree Requirements 
 
To earn a Bachelor of Arts in Liberal Arts and 
Sciences degree from UIC, students must complete 
university, college, and department degree 
requirements. The Department of Political Science 
degree requirements are outlined below. Students 
should consult the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences 
section for additional degree requirements and college 
academic policies. 
 
Summary of Requirements 
Major Requirements 33 
General Education and Electives to reach 87 
minimum Total Hours 
Total Hours 120 
 
General Education 
See General Education and Writing-in-the-Discipline 
in the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences section for 
information on meeting these requirements. 
 
Major Requirements 
 
Required Courses 
 
POLS 101 Introduction to American 3 
 Government and Politics a,b 
POLS 200 Methods of Political Science 3 
 
Select two of the following: c 6 

POLS 120 Introduction to Political Theory 
POLS 130 Introduction to Comparative Politics 
POLS 184 Introduction to International Relations 
POLS 190 Scope of Political Science 

 
Select one of the following: d 3 

POLS 329 Seminar on American Politics 
POLS 389 Seminar: Topics in International  
 Relations 
POLS 399 Seminar in Political Theory 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Proposed 
 
SAME 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Select two of the following: c 6 

POLS 120 Introduction to Political Theory 
POLS 130 Introduction to Comparative Politics 
POLS 184 Introduction to International Relations 

DELETE 
 
SAME 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://catalog.uic.edu/ucat/colleges-depts/liberal-arts-sciences/
http://catalog.uic.edu/ucat/colleges-depts/liberal-arts-sciences/#b3
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=POLS%20101
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=POLS%20200
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=POLS%20120
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=POLS%20130
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=POLS%20184
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=POLS%20190
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=POLS%20329
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=POLS%20389
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=POLS%20399
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=POLS%20120
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=POLS%20130
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=POLS%20184
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Present 
 
Four additional political science courses at the 200- 18 
level (or above) and two additional political science 
courses at the 300-level (or above) e 
 
 
 
Total Hours  33 
 
a This course is approved for the Understanding the 

Individual and Society General Education category. 
b This course is approved for the Understanding U.S. 

Society General Education category.  
c Students should consult the General Education 

section of the catalog to determine if any of these 
courses are approved General Education courses.  

d Any of these courses may be used to fulfill the 
Writing-in-the-Discipline requirement.  

e Not including POLS 305. 
 
 
Transfer courses in political science must have grades 
of C or better to count toward the major or minor. 
 
Recommended Plan of Study 

First Year 
Fall Semester Hours 

ENGL 160 

Academic Writing I: Writing in 
Academic and Public Contexts 3 

POLS 101 

Introduction to American 
Government and Politics a 3 

Foreign Language 4 
General Education Requirement course 3-5 
  Hours 13-15 

Spring Semester 

ENGL 161 

Academic Writing II: Writing for 
Inquiry and Research 3 

POLS 120 
or POLS 130 
or POLS 184 
or POLS 190 

Introduction to Political Theory a 
or Introduction to Comparative 
Politics 
or Introduction to International 
Relations 
or Scope of Political Science 

3 

General Education Requirement course 3 
 
 

Proposed 
 
Four additional political science courses at the 200- 12 
level (or above) e 
Two additional political science courses at the 300- 6 
level (or above), only one of which may be POLS 301 
or 303. e 
 
Total Hours  33 
 
SAME 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
e Not including POLS 305. A course must be at least 3 

hours to count as an elective 
 
SAME 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Spring Semester 

ENGL 161 

Academic Writing II: Writing for 
Inquiry and Research 3 

POLS 120 
or POLS 130 
or POLS 184 
 

Introduction to Political Theory a 
or Introduction to Comparative 
Politics 
or Introduction to International 
Relations 
 

3 

General Education Requirement course 3 
 
 

https://catalog.uic.edu/ucat/degree-programs/general-education/
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=POLS%20305
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20160
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=POLS%20101
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20161
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=POLS%20120
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=POLS%20130
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=POLS%20184
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=POLS%20190
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=POLS%20305
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20161
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=POLS%20120
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=POLS%20130
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=POLS%20184
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General Education Requirement course 3-5 
Foreign Language 4 
  Hours 16-18 

Second Year 
Fall Semester 

POLS 120 
or POLS 130 
or POLS 184 
or POLS 190 

Introduction to Political Theory a 
or Introduction to Comparative 
Politics 
or Introduction to International 
Relations 
or Scope of Political Science 

3 

Foreign Language 4 
General Education Requirement course 3 
General Education Requirement course 3 
General Education Requirement course 3 
  Hours 16 
   

Spring Semester 
POLS 200 Methods of Political Science 3 
POLS 2xx, 3xx, or 4xx c 3 
POLS 2xx c 3 
General Education Requirement course 3-5 
Foreign Language 4 
  Hours 16-18 

Third Year 
Fall Semester 

POLS 2xx, 3xx, or 4xx c 3 
POLS 2xx c 3 

POLS 201 

Political Data Analysis (or 
Quantitative Reasoning course) b 3-5 

Electives 6 
  Hours 15-17 

Spring Semester 
POLS 3xx or 4xx e 3 
Electives 12 
  Hours 15 
   
   
   
   

Proposed 
 
SAME 
 
 
 

Second Year 
Fall Semester 

POLS 120 
or POLS 130 
or POLS 184 
 

Introduction to Political Theory a 
or Introduction to Comparative 
Politics 
or Introduction to International 
Relations 
 

3 

Foreign Language 4 
General Education Requirement course 3 
General Education Requirement course 3 
General Education Requirement course 3 
  Hours 16 
 
SAME 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Spring Semester 
POLS 3xx or 4xx c,d 3 
SAME 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=POLS%20120
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=POLS%20130
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=POLS%20184
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=POLS%20190
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=POLS%20200
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=POLS%20201
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=POLS%20120
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=POLS%20130
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=POLS%20184


Revision of the BA in Liberal Arts and Sciences, Major in Political Science, 29 July, 2019 Page 5 

Present 
 

Fourth Year 
Fall Semester 

POLS 3xx or 4xx e 3 
Select one of the following in either the fall or 
spring semesters: c 0-3 

   
POLS 349 Topics in Comparative Politics   

POLS 389 

Seminar: Topics in International 
Relations   

POLS 399 Seminar in Political Theory   
Electives 12 
  Hours 15-18 

Spring Semester 
Select one of the following in either the fall or 
spring semesters: c 0-3 

POLS 329 Seminar on American Politics   
POLS 349 Topics in Comparative Politics   

POLS 389 

Seminar: Topics in International 
Relations   

POLS 399 Seminar in Political Theory   
Electives 14-15 
  Hours 14-18 
  Total Hours 120 
 
a POLS 101 and POLS 120 may be used to satisfy two 

of the nine courses in the General Education 
Requirement. 

b Satisfies Quantitative Reasoning (with a grade of C 
or better) but is not required for the major. To be 
eligible, you must first satisfy the math prerequisite. 

c Any of these courses may be used to fulfill the 
Writing-in-the-Discipline requirement. May be 
taken fall or spring semester. 

 
 

Proposed 
 

Fourth Year 
Fall Semester 

POLS 3xx or 4xx c,d 3 
Select one of the following in either the fall or 
spring semesters: e 0-3 

 
SAME 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
c Not including POLS 305. A course must be at least 

three credits to count as an elective. 
d Only one of these two may be POLS 301 or 303.  
e Any of these courses may be used to fulfill the 

Writing-in-the-Discipline requirement. May be 
taken fall or spring semester. 

 

 
  

https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=POLS%20349
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=POLS%20389
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=POLS%20399
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=POLS%20329
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=POLS%20349
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=POLS%20389
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=POLS%20399
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=POLS%20101
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=POLS%20120
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Minority Impact Statement: No impact on minority students in anticipated. 
 
Budgetary and Staff Implications: No additional budget or staff resources are needed. 
 
Library Resource Implications: Current library resources are sufficient because courses in the major are not 
impacted by the proposed revision.  
 
Space Implications: Current space allocations are sufficient. 
 
Unit (e.g., departmental approval date): April 22, 2019; Amendment approved July 29, 2019 
 
College (educational policy committee, faculty) approval dates: 
 LAS Educational Policy Committee: April 29, 2019; Amendment approved August 26, 2019 
 LAS Faculty: TBA 
 
Contact Person: Petia Kostadinova (pkostad@uic.edu) 
 
Proposed Effective Date: Fall 2020 
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Proposal to Revise the BA in Liberal Arts and Sciences, Major in Political Science 
 
 

Dropped Course 
 
POLS 190. Scope of Political Science. 3 hours. 
Politics as law and institutions, markets and power, and culture and identity. Emphasizes writing of 
essays. Course Information: Prerequisite(s): Seniors require consent of the instructor. Class Schedule 
Information: To be properly registered, students must enroll in one Discussion/Recitation and one 
Lecture. Individual and Society course. 
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Title: Proposal to Eliminate the Concentration in General Psychology and Redesignate and Revise 
the Bachelor of Arts in Liberal Arts and Sciences, Major in Psychology, Concentration in 
General Psychology, as the Bachelor of Science in Liberal Arts and Sciences, Major in 
Psychology. 

 
 Proposal to Eliminate the Concentration in Applied Psychology and Rename and Revise the 

Bachelor of Arts in Liberal Arts and Sciences, Major in Psychology, Concentration in 
Applied Psychology, as the Bachelor of Arts in Liberal Arts and Sciences, Major in Applied 
Psychology. 

 
Sponsor:  Department of Psychology 
 College of Liberal Arts and Sciences 
 
Executive 
Summary: The department proposes eliminating the “concentration” terminology and administrative 

framework presently used within the Psychology undergraduate program. The BA in Liberal 
Arts and Sciences (LAS), Major in Psychology currently has two distinct tracks: the 
concentration in General Psychology and the concentration in Applied Psychology. Under 
the revision, the path currently identified as the “General” concentration would be 
redesignated as the BS in LAS, Major in Psychology; and the path for the “Applied” 
concentration would be renamed as the BA in LAS, Major in Applied Psychology.  

 
 The proposed changes would affect only the degree designations and naming conventions 

currently used in the program. The curriculum and program requirements would not change, 
nor would the total credit hours required. Requirements for distinction in the major would 
also remain unchanged. 

 
Description: The department proposes revising the BA the Liberal Arts and Sciences, Major in 

Psychology to eliminate the current concentration framework. Subsequently, the curricular 
path currently called the BA in Liberal Arts and Sciences, Major in Psychology, 
Concentration in General Psychology, would be redesignated as the BS in Liberal Arts and 
Sciences, Major in Psychology.   

  
Justification: The department and academic advisors working with current and prospective majors have 

found the label of “General” psychology to be very uninformative and confusing to students. 
Eliminating that terminology and redesignating and renaming what is currently seen as the 
General Psychology track of the major to a BS in LAS, Major in Psychology will greatly aid 
the department and advisors in communicating the purpose of this track, and will therefore 
assist in advising students toward the path in psychology that best fits their goals and 
interests. 

 
 The current “General” concentration is designed for students interested in pursuing graduate 

studies in a research-oriented psychology program or an advanced degree in another field 
where a degree in a scientific discipline is required or preferred (e.g., medicine, occupational 
therapy). The current “General” concentration is designed for students interested in pursuing 
graduate studies in a research-oriented psychology program or an advanced degree in 
another field where a degree in a scientific discipline is required or preferred (e.g., medicine, 
occupational therapy). The established curriculum emphasizes the scientific nature of 
psychological inquiry and provides a scientific foundation for the kinds of programs students 
often pursue after graduation. Students in this track receive training in scientific research 
methods and statistics and are required to complete a capstone laboratory course in a 
subdiscipline of psychology, in which they produce a paper based on empirical research. The 
proposed change would not alter the degree requirements or purpose of the track in any way; 
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rather, removing the vague label of “General” psychology will eliminate a source of 
confusion for students, and changing the designation for this track from a BA to a BS will 
make the degree consistent with the academic training students already receive.  

 
 Finally, the availability of a BS degree would bring our department in line with comparable 

programs at most research universities. In the course of developing this proposal, we 
examined 20 psychology programs at research universities comparable to UIC. We found 
that 16 of the 20 programs offered a BA/BS option. Though the programs varied, one 
consistent theme was that the BS option required additional laboratory work, which is 
consistent with this proposal. Psychology is widely recognized as a scientific discipline; 
indeed, the American Psychological Association describes it as a “diverse discipline 
grounded in science.” The proposed change would enable our degree options to reflect this.  

 
Description: With the elimination of the concentrations within the Major in Psychology, the department 

proposes renaming the curriculum currently associated with the BA in Liberal Arts and 
Sciences, Major in Psychology, Concentration in Applied Psychology, as the BA in Liberal 
Arts and Sciences, Major in Applied Psychology. 

  
Justification: Removing the “concentration” structure and naming conventions will necessitate relabeling 

the “Applied” track. Again, there is no proposed change to the curriculum; the degree 
requirements for the Major in Applied Psychology would be the same as those that currently 
comprise the Major in Psychology, Concentration in Applied Psychology. The emphasis of 
this track is – and will remain – the application of psychological principles in a field setting. 
It requires at least six credit hours of a supervised practicum in the field as well as training in 
practical techniques such as psychological assessment. It is well suited to students who plan 
to attend professional school in psychology or to enter the workforce upon graduation.  

 
 Maintaining the applied degree program as a Bachelors of Arts is consistent with other 

psychology programs in the country, including the University of Cincinnati and University 
of Texas – Austin, in which students focus more on the practice of psychology. Including the 
“Applied” label in the name of the major itself will make clearer to students and their future 
employers the intention and focus of this particular academic track. 

  



Proposal to Revise Major in Psychology (October 2019) 3 

Catalog Statement: Department of Psychology page 
https://catalog.uic.edu/ucat/colleges-depts/liberal-arts-sciences/psych/ 
 

Present 
 
Contact Information:  
Campus Location: 1009 Behavioral Sciences Building 
(BSB)  
(312) 996–3036  
psch.uic.edu  
 
Administration:  
Head, Michael E. Ragozzino 
 
Introduction 
Students interested in an education that emphasizes an 
understanding of human behavior should consider a major 
in psychology. Psychology as a major/minor can lead to a 
broad range of career possibilities. An education that 
focuses on behavior principles is valuable for anyone 
whose future involves interacting with others. 
 
Psychologists pursue careers in such areas as clinical 
services, health services, business, industry, testing, 
education, and behavioral research. There are plenty of 
career opportunities for students with a bachelor’s degree 
in psychology, particularly in the areas of social work, 
healthcare, business, and human resources. Career 
opportunities in some specializations may require a 
master’s degree, while career opportunities in others 
require a doctorate. Therefore, students should take time 
to examine their own interests, values, and goals in 
addition to job requirements and career options in their 
area of interest before embarking on an educational 
journey in psychology. 
 
The Department of Psychology offers programs leading to 
the Bachelor of Arts with a Major in Psychology. A 
student has the option of completing a General or Applied 
Psychology concentration. Students may graduate with 
departmental distinction in either program. Both 
concentrations require students to take an introductory 
course in psychology, as well as courses in research 
methods and statistics. 
 
The General Psychology concentration is appropriate for 
students who want to emphasize psychology within the 
context of a general liberal arts education. This 
concentration provides students with a strong base of 
knowledge for understanding the theories and scientific 
method of psychology. Many students choose this 
concentration when they are considering continuing their  
 

Proposed 
 
SAME 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Department of Psychology offers two undergraduate 
degrees. 
 
1. The Bachelor of Science (BS) in Liberal Arts and 

Sciences, Major in Psychology is appropriate for 
students who wish to gain a strong base of 
knowledge for understanding the theories and 
scientific method of psychology. Students 
considering graduate study in a research-oriented 
psychology program or who plan to pursue an 
advanced degree in another discipline where a degree 
in a scientific discipline is required or preferred (e.g., 
medicine, occupational therapy) may choose this 
major. 

 
2. The Bachelor of Arts (BA) in Liberal Arts and 

Sciences, Major in Applied Psychology is  

https://psch.uic.edu/
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Present 
 
education beyond the bachelor’s level, but students go to 
graduate school from either concentration. 
The Applied Psychology concentration is designed to give 
a student not only a strong base in the core curriculum of 
psychology, but also an opportunity to gain hands-on 
experience in the field. Students in the Applied 
Psychology concentration take an additional 8 credit hours 
as described on the Applied Psychology Concentration 
page. 
 
Students may graduate with Distinction, High Distinction, 
or Highest Distinction in either the Applied or General 
concentrations. Students who are considering attending 
graduate school should consider following the program 
for majoring with Distinction, High Distinction, or 
Highest Distinction. See below for details. 
 
BA with a Major in Psychology 
Majors in Psychology must complete a concentration in 
either General Psychology or Applied Psychology. 
 
Preparatory Courses 
Students may declare a major in Psychology at any time. 
The first courses students should complete are the 
following preparatory courses, which are prerequisites for 
enrollment in many upper-level psychology courses. 
 
 
Courses  

PSCH 100 Introduction to Psychology a 4 

PSCH 242 

Introduction to Research in 
Psychology 3 

ENGL 161 

Academic Writing II: Writing for 
Inquiry and Research 3 

One of the following courses:  

MATH 090 Intermediate Algebra  

MATH 118 

Mathematical Reasoning (or the 
equivalent or higher) 

 

   
a This course is approved for the Understanding the 

Individual and Society General Education category. 
 
Students must earn a minimum 2.40/4.00 GPA in these 
courses AND receive a grade of C or higher in each of the 
four courses. Students who do not meet these 
requirements will be put on probation in the major. To be 
reinstated to full status in the major, students must (a) 
retake the course(s) in which they scored less than a C and 
earn a C or higher in that course(s), and (b) if that does  

Proposed 
 
appropriate for students who not only want a strong base 
in the core curriculum in psychology, but also an 
opportunity to gain hands-on experience in the field. The 
BA track is suited to students who plan to attend 
professional school in psychology or plan on entering the 
workforce upon graduation. Students in the Applied 
Psychology Major take an additional 8 credit hours as 
described on the Major in Applied Psychology page. 
 
 
Students may graduate with Distinction, High 
Distinction, or Highest Distinction in either the BS or BA 
degree paths. Students who are considering attending 
graduate school should consider following the program 
for majoring with Distinction, High Distinction, or 
Highest Distinction. See below for details. 
 
DELETE 
 
 
 
Preparatory Courses 
Students may declare a major in Psychology or in 
Applied Psychology at any time. The first courses 
students should complete for either degree path are the 
following preparatory courses, which are prerequisites 
for enrollment in many upper-level psychology courses. 
 
Courses 
SAME 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://catalog.uic.edu/ucat/colleges-depts/liberal-arts-sciences/psych/ba-psych-ap-conc/
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20100
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20242
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20161
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=MATH%20090
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=MATH%20118
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Present 
 
not raise their GPA in the 4 preparatory courses to 2.40, 
students must also complete two other psychology courses 
at UIC and earn a 3.00/4.00 GPA. Students must complete 
those two additional courses within one semester of being 
notified that they are on probation. If a student has 
completed additional psychology courses while taking the 
four required preparatory courses, those additional courses 
will be counted in the calculation of the GPA to remove 
the student from probation. 
 
Distinction 
 
Departmental Distinction 
 
In addition to completing the degree requirements for 
either the General or Applied concentration, a candidate 
for Departmental Distinction must earn a 3.50/4.00 
cumulative GPA in psychology courses and a 3.40/4.00 
cumulative overall GPA. The GPA will be calculated 
using all of the credits that are being applied to the 
degree—from UIC and from any transfer institution. The 
actual awarding of distinction is made when credentials 
are evaluated for graduation. 
 
High Departmental Distinction 
 
In addition to completing the degree requirements for 
either the General or Applied concentration, the candidate 
for High Departmental Distinction must meet the 
requirements for Departmental Distinction. The candidate 
must also complete PSCH 443 and either one additional 
laboratory course in psychology (PSCH 313, PSCH 321, 
PSCH 331, PSCH 333, PSCH 351, PSCH 353, 
PSCH 361, PSCH 363, PSCH 367) or 3 hours of 
PSCH 396. The actual awarding of distinction is made 
when credentials are evaluated for graduation. 
 
Highest Departmental Distinction 
 
In addition to completing the degree requirements for 
either the General or Applied concentration, the candidate 
for Highest Departmental Distinction must meet the 
requirements for Departmental Distinction. The candidate 
must also complete PSCH 443 and an independent 
research project in PSCH 399 (3 credits), under the 
supervision of a faculty advisor. 
 
The proposal for a Highest Distinction independent 
research project should be submitted to the Psychology 
Department Advising Office after approval by the faculty  
 

Proposed 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Distinction 
 
Departmental Distinction 
 
In addition to completing the degree requirements for 
either the BS, Major in Psychology, or BA, Major in 
Applied Psychology, a candidate for Departmental 
Distinction must earn a 3.50/4.00…. 
SAME 
 
 
 
 
 
High Departmental Distinction 
 
In addition to completing the degree requirements for 
either the BS, Major in Psychology, or BA, Major in 
Applied Psychology, the candidate for High 
Departmental Distinction must meet…. 
SAME 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Highest Departmental Distinction 
 
In addition to completing the degree requirements for 
either the BS, Major in Psychology, or BA, Major in 
Applied Psychology, the candidate for Highest 
Departmental Distinction must meet…. 
SAME 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20443
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20313
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20321
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20331
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20333
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20351
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20353
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20361
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20363
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20367
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20396
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20443
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20399


Proposal to Revise Major in Psychology (October 2019) 6 

Present 
 
advisor and the Director of Undergraduate Studies. The 
student’s final report of the independent research project 
must be reviewed by the Departmental Reading 
Committee. The form for proposing this project is 
available in the Psychology Department Advising Office 
and online. The actual awarding of distinction is made 
when credentials are evaluated for graduation. 
 

Proposed 
 
SAME 
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Catalog Statement: BA in LAS, Major in Applied Psychology  
(formerly: Major in Psychology, Applied Psychology Concentration) 
https://catalog.uic.edu/ucat/colleges-depts/liberal-arts-sciences/psych/ba-psych-ap-conc/ 
 

Present 
 
BA with a Major in Psychology – Applied Psychology 
Concentration 
 
Degree Requirements 
 
To earn a Bachelor of Arts in Liberal Arts and Sciences 
degree from UIC, students must complete university, 
college, and department degree requirements. The 
Department of Psychology degree requirements for the 
Applied Psychology Concentration are outlined below. 
Students should consult the College of Liberal Arts and 
Sciences section for additional degree requirements and 
college academic policies. 
 
Summary of Requirements 
Major Requirements 36 
General Education and Electives to reach 84 
minimum Total Hours 
Total Hours  120 
 
General Education 
See General Education and Writing-in-the-Discipline in 
the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences section for 
information on meeting these requirements. 
 
Major Requirements 
Required Courses Hours 
PSCH 100 Introduction to Psychology a 4 
PSCH 242 Introduction to Research in Psychology 3 
PSCH 340 Psychological Testing 3 
PSCH 343 Statistical Methods in Behavioral 4 
 Science b 
PSCH 385 Field Work in Applied Psychology c 6 
 
Select at least one of the following: 3 

PSCH 262 Behavioral Neuroscience 
PSCH 350 Sensation and Perception 
PSCH 351 Laboratory in Perception 
PSCH 352 Cognition and Memory 
PSCH 353 Laboratory in Cognition and Memory 
PSCH 360 Learning and Conditioning 
PSCH 361 Laboratory in Learning and Conditioning 
PSCH 363 Laboratory in Behavioral Neuroscience 
PSCH 366 Cognitive Neuroscience 

 
 
 

Proposed 
 
BA with a Major in Applied Psychology 
 
 
Degree Requirements 
 
To earn a Bachelor of Arts in Liberal Arts and Sciences 
degree from UIC, students must complete university, 
college, and department degree requirements. The 
Department of Psychology degree requirements for the 
Major in Applied Psychology are outlined below. 
Students should consult the College of Liberal Arts and 
Sciences section for additional degree requirements and 
college academic policies. 
 
SAME 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://catalog.uic.edu/ucat/colleges-depts/liberal-arts-sciences/
https://catalog.uic.edu/ucat/colleges-depts/liberal-arts-sciences/
https://catalog.uic.edu/ucat/colleges-depts/liberal-arts-sciences/
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20100
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20242
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20340
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20343
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20385
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20262
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20350
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20351
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20352
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20353
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20360
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20361
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20363
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20366
https://catalog.uic.edu/ucat/colleges-depts/liberal-arts-sciences/
https://catalog.uic.edu/ucat/colleges-depts/liberal-arts-sciences/
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Present 
 
Select at least one of the following: d 3 

PSCH 210 Theories of Personality 
PSCH 231 Community Psychology 
PSCH 270 Abnormal Psychology 
PSCH 312 Social Psychology 
PSCH 313 Laboratory in Social Psychology 
PSCH 320 Developmental Psychology 
PSCH 321 Laboratory in Developmental Psychology 
PSCH 324 Cultural Psychology 
PSCH 331 Laboratory in Community and Prevention 
 Research 

 
Select at least one of the following: 3 

PSCH 381 Psychology of Interviewing 
PSCH 382 Psychological Interventions 
PSCH 386 Crisis Counseling Techniques I 

 
Additional psychology courses for a minimum of 36 7 
semester hours 
Total Hours  36 
 
a This course is approved for the Understanding the 

Individual and Society General Education category.  
b PSCH 343 fulfills the LAS Quantitative Reasoning 

requirement.  
c PSCH 385 fulfills the Writing-in-the-Discipline 

requirement.  
d Students should consult the General Education section of 

the catalog to determine which of these courses are 
approved General Education courses.  

 
Recommended Plan of Study 
 
First Year 
Fall Semester  Hours 
ENGL 160 Academic Writing I: Writing in  3 
 Academic and Public Contexts 
Foreign Language 4 
General Education Requirement course 3 
General Education Requirement course 3 
 
 Hours 13 
 
Spring Semester 
ENGL 161 Academic Writing II: Writing for 3 
 Inquiry and Research 
Foreign Language 4 
PSCH 100 Introduction to Psychology 4 
General Education Requirement course 3-5 
 
 Hours 14-16 

Proposed 
 
SAME 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20210
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20231
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20270
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20312
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20313
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20320
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20321
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20324
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20331
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20381
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20382
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20386
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20343
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20385
https://catalog.uic.edu/ucat/degree-programs/general-education/
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20160
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20161
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20100
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Present 
 
Second Year 
Fall Semester 
Psychology Elective a 3 
Foreign Language 4 
General Education Requirement course 3 
General Education Requirement course 3 
General Education Requirement course 3 
 
 Hours 16 
 
Spring Semester 
PSCH 242 Introduction to Research in Psychology 3 
Psychology Selective b,c 3 
Foreign Language 4 
General Education Requirement course 3 
Elective  3 
 
 Hours 16 
 
Third Year 
Fall Semester 
PSCH 343 Statistical Methods in Behavioral 4 
 Science d 
Psychology Selective b, c 3 
General Education Requirement course/Elective 3 
General Education Requirement course/Elective 3 
Electives  3 
 
 Hours 16 
 
Spring Semester 
PSCH 340 Psychological Testing 3 
Psychology Elective e 3 
Electives  9 
 
 Hours 15 
 
Fourth Year 
Fall Semester 
PSCH 381 Psychology of Interviewing 3 
  or PSCH 382   or Psychological Interventions 
  or PSCH 386   or Crisis Counseling Techniques I 
Psychology Elective e 3 
Electives  9 
 
 Hours 15 
 
Spring Semester 
PSCH 385 Field Work in Applied Psychology 6 
Electives  8 
 

Proposed 
 
SAME 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20242
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20343
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20340
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20381
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20382
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20386
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20385
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Present 
 
 Hours 14 
 
 Total Hours 120 
 
a Psychology electives taken at this time are restricted to the 

200-level, as 300-level PSCH courses cannot be taken until 
PSCH 242 is completed with a C or better. 

b At least one course must be taken from PSCH 262, 
PSCH 350, PSCH 351, PSCH 352, PSCH 353, PSCH 360, 
PSCH 361, PSCH 363, and PSCH 366. Consult a 
departmental advisor when choosing courses.  

c At least one course must be taken from PSCH 210, 
PSCH 231, PSCH 270, PSCH 312, PSCH 313, PSCH 320, 
PSCH 321, PSCH 324, and PSCH 331. Consult a 
departmental advisor when choosing courses.  

d A grade of C or better in PSCH 343 satisfies the 
Quantitative Reasoning requirement.   

e A combined maximum of 8 hours of credit in PSCH 396, 
PSCH 397, and PSCH 399 can be applied toward the 
degree.  

 
 

Proposed 
 
SAME 
 
 

 
 
  

https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20242
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20262
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20350
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20351
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20352
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20353
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20360
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20361
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20363
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20366
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20210
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20231
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20270
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20312
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20313
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20320
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20321
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20324
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20331
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20343
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20396
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20397
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20399
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Catalog Statement: BS in LAS, Major in Psychology  
(formerly: Major in Psychology, General Psychology Concentration) 

https://catalog.uic.edu/ucat/colleges-depts/liberal-arts-sciences/psych/ba-psych-gp-conc/ 
 

Present 
 
BA with a Major in Psychology – General Psychology 
Concentration 
 
Degree Requirements 
To earn a Bachelor of Arts in Liberal Arts and Sciences 
degree from UIC, students must complete university, 
college, and department degree requirements. The 
Department of Psychology degree requirements for the 
General Psychology Concentration are outlined below. 
Students should consult the College of Liberal Arts and 
Sciences section for additional degree requirements and 
college academic policies. 
 
Summary of Requirements 
Major Requirements 28 
General Education and Electives to reach minimum 92 
Total Hours 
Total Hours  120 
 
Major Requirements 
Required Courses 
PSCH 100 Introduction to Psychology a 4 
PSCH 242 Introduction to Research in Psychology 3 
PSCH 343 Statistical Methods in Behavioral 4 
 Science b 
 
Select at least one course from the following to fulfill 3 
the Writing-in-the-Discipline requirement: 

PSCH 313 Laboratory in Social Psychology 
PSCH 321 Laboratory in Developmental Psychology 
PSCH 331 Laboratory in Community and Prevention 
 Research 
PSCH 333 Laboratory in Clinical Psychology 
PSCH 351 Laboratory in Perception 
PSCH 353 Laboratory in Cognition and Memory 
PSCH 361 Laboratory in Learning and Conditioning 
PSCH 363 Laboratory in Behavioral Neuroscience 
PSCH 367 Laboratory in Cognitive Neuroscience 

 
Select at least one of the following courses in addition 3 
to the course taken for Writing-in-the-Discipline: 

PSCH 262 Behavioral Neuroscience 
PSCH 350 Sensation and Perception 
PSCH 351 Laboratory in Perception 
PSCH 352 Cognition and Memory 
PSCH 353 Laboratory in Cognition and Memory 
PSCH 360 Learning and Conditioning 

Proposed 
 
BS with a Major in Psychology 
 
Degree Requirements 
To earn a Bachelor of Science in Liberal Arts and 
Sciences degree from UIC, students must complete 
university, college, and department degree requirements. 
The Department of Psychology degree requirements for 
the Major in Psychology are outlined below. Students 
should consult the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences 
section for additional degree requirements and college 
academic policies. 
 
 
SAME 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://catalog.uic.edu/ucat/colleges-depts/liberal-arts-sciences/
https://catalog.uic.edu/ucat/colleges-depts/liberal-arts-sciences/
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20100
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20242
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20343
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20313
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20321
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20331
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20333
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20351
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20353
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20361
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20363
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20367
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20262
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20350
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20351
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20352
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20353
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20360
https://catalog.uic.edu/ucat/colleges-depts/liberal-arts-sciences/
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Present 
 

PSCH 361 Laboratory in Learning and Conditioning 
PSCH 363 Laboratory in Behavioral Neuroscience 
PSCH 366 Cognitive Neuroscience 

 
Select at least one of the following: c 3 

PSCH 210 Theories of Personality 
PSCH 231 Community Psychology 
PSCH 270 Abnormal Psychology 
PSCH 312 Social Psychology 
PSCH 313 Laboratory in Social Psychology 
PSCH 320 Developmental Psychology 
PSCH 321 Laboratory in Developmental Psychology 
PSCH 324 Cultural Psychology 
PSCH 331 Laboratory in Community and Prevention 
 Research 

 
Additional Psychology courses for minimum of 28  8 
semester hours 
 
Total Hours  28 
 
a This course is approved for the Understanding the 

Individual and Society General Education category.  
b PSCH 343 fulfills the LAS Quantitative Reasoning 

requirement.  
c Students should consult the General Education section of 

the catalog to determine which of these courses are 
approved General Education courses.  

 
Recommended Plan of Study 
 
First Year 
Fall Semester  Hours 
ENGL 160 Academic Writing I: Writing in  3 
 Academic and Public Contexts 
Foreign Language 4 
MATH 090 Intermediate Algebra 3-4 
  or MATH 118   or Mathematical Reasoning 
General Education Requirement course 3-5 
 
 Hours 13-16 
 
Spring Semester 
ENGL 161 Academic Writing II: Writing for 3 
 Inquiry and Research 
Foreign Language 4 
PSCH 100 Introduction to Psychology 4 
General Education Requirement course 3-5 
 
 Hours 14-16 
 

Proposed 
 
SAME 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20361
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20363
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20366
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20210
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20231
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20270
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20312
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20313
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20320
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20321
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20324
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20331
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20343
https://catalog.uic.edu/ucat/degree-programs/general-education/
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20160
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=MATH%20090
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=MATH%20118
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20161
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20100
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Present 
 
Second Year 
Fall Semester 
PSCH 242 Introduction to Research in Psychology 3 
Psychology Elective a 3 
Foreign Language 4 
General Education Requirement course 3 
General Education Requirement course 3 
 
 Hours 16 
 
Spring Semester 
Psychology Elective b,c 3 
Foreign Language 4 
General Education Requirement course 3 
General Education Requirement course 3 
Electives  3 
 
 Hours 16 
 
Third Year 
Fall Semester 
PSCH 343 Statistical Methods in Behavioral  4 
 Science d 
Psychology Selective b,c 3 
General Education Requirement course/Elective 3 
General Education Requirement course/Elective 3 
Electives  3 
 
 Hours 16 
 
Spring Semester 
Psychology Elective d 3 
Psychology Elective d 3 
Electives  9 
 
 Hours 15 
 
Fourth Year 
Fall Semester 
PSCH Selective - Lab Course (WID) e 3 
Electives  12 
 
 Hours 15 
 
Spring Semester 
Electives  13-15 
 
 Hours 13-15 
 
 Total Hours 120 
 

Proposed 
 
SAME 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20242
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20343
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Present 
 
a Psychology electives taken at this time are restricted to the 

200-level, as 300-level PSCH courses cannot be taken until 
PSCH 242 is completed with a C or better. 

b At least one course must be taken from PSCH 262, 
PSCH 350, PSCH 351, PSCH 352, PSCH 353, PSCH 360, 
PSCH 361, PSCH 363, and PSCH 366, in addition to 
courses taken to satisfy the Writing-in-the-Discipline 
requirement. Consult a departmental advisor when 
choosing courses.  

c At least one course must be taken from PSCH 210, 
PSCH 231, PSCH 270, PSCH 312, PSCH 313, PSCH 320, 
PSCH 321, PSCH 324, and PSCH 331, in addition to 
courses taken to satisfy the Writing-in-the-Discipline 
requirement. Consult a departmental advisor when 
choosing courses.  

d A combined maximum of 8 hours of credit in PSCH 396, 
PSCH 397 and PSCH 399 can be applied toward the 
degree.  

e At least one course must be taken from PSCH 313, 
PSCH 321, PSCH 331, PSCH 351, PSCH 353, PSCH 361, 
PSCH 363, or PSCH 367 in order to fulfill the Writing in 
the Discipline Requirement.  

 

Proposed 
 
SAME 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20242
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20262
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20350
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20351
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20352
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20353
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20360
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20361
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20363
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20366
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20210
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20231
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20270
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20312
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20313
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20320
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20321
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20324
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20331
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20396
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20397
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20399
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20313
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20321
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20331
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20351
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20353
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20361
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20363
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20367
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Catalog Statement: Minor in Psychology 
https://catalog.uic.edu/ucat/colleges-depts/liberal-arts-sciences/psych/minor-psych/ 
 

Present 
 
Minor in Psychology 
 
Students may also minor in Psychology. A minor is 
structured very much like the General Psychology major, 
except that fewer courses are required. A Psychology 
minor can be beneficial to anyone who values a basic 
understanding of behavior. Students from other disciplines 
who want to minor in Psychology must take a total of 18 
hours distributed as follows. 
 
Required Courses 
 
PSCH 100 Introduction to Psychology 4 
PSCH 242 Introduction to Research in Psychology 3 
Additional psychology courses at the 200-level or 11 
above for a minimum of 18 semester hours 
 
Total Hours  18 
 

Proposed 
 
Minor in Psychology 
 
Students may also minor in Psychology. A minor is 
structured very much like the Major in Psychology, 
except that fewer courses are required.  
SAME 
 
 

 
 
Minority Impact Statement: Because the curriculum and degree requirements are unchanged, there is no 
anticipated impact on the experience of students. Renaming the curricular paths in a way that more clearly 
communicates their focus will help ensure that students identify the option most suitable for their individual 
interests and goals. 
 
Budgetary and Staff Implications: No additional budget or staff resources are needed as curriculum is 
unchanged. 
 
Library Resource Implications: Current library resources are sufficient because courses in the major are 
not impacted by the proposed revision.  
 
Space Implications: Current space allocations are sufficient. 
 
Unit (e.g., departmental approval date): October 11, 2019 
 
College (educational policy committee, faculty) approval dates: 
 LAS Educational Policy Committee: October 21, 2019 
 LAS Faculty: TBA 
 
Contact Person: Edward Sargis (esargis@uic.edu) 
 
Proposed Effective Date: Fall 2020 
 

https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20100
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PSCH%20242
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Title: Proposal to Revise the Admission Requirements of the MA in English 
 Proposal to Revise the Admission Requirements of the PhD in English 
 
Sponsor: Department of English 
 College of Liberal Arts and Sciences 
 
Executive  
Summary: The department proposes a minor change to the admissions requirements for the M.A. 

and PhD in English. Specifically, the department proposes to eliminate the GRE test 
requirement. 

 
Description: The crux of the change to the admission requirements is minor. The department will 

eliminate the GRE requirement for all applicants to the MA and PhD programs.  
  
Justification: The GRE test has come under increasing scrutiny in recent years, and many graduate 

programs have abandoned it as an admission requirement. Specifically, the argument 
against the GRE rests on the results from several studies that show the GRE does not 
predict success in graduate school; at most, it may weakly predict higher grades in the 
first year. As we know, graduate school is much more than grades and much more than 
the first year, requiring an ability to frame questions and find their answers that may not 
be reflected in standardized test scores. Moreover, the cost of the test and its use as a 
“weeding-out” tool in admissions has been shown to homogenize the applicant pool, 
selecting for higher-income, whiter students. UIC English believes that the GRE 
requirement stands in the way of its effort to recruit a graduate student body that reflects 
not only the undergraduate population but the city of Chicago and the world at large. 
Thus, we propose to eliminate it from our admissions requirements immediately, as many 
other R1 and elite graduate programs in the humanities have already done.  

 
 
 



Revision of Admission Requirements of the MA and PhD in English 10.01.19 2 

Catalog Statement 
 

Present 
 
MA in English 
 
Admission Requirements 
Applicants are considered on an individual basis. In 
addition to the Graduate College minimum 
requirements, applicants must meet the following 
program requirements: 
 
• Baccalaureate Field Applicants who intend to 

concentrate in English Studies or English Education 
must have an undergraduate major in English or the 
equivalent that includes a balanced program in 
English and American literature beyond the level of 
sophomore surveys. Applicants who intend to 
concentrate in Creative Writing may have an 
undergraduate major or a graduate degree in any 
field, if they show substantial evidence of ability to 
complete the work in literature required for the 
degree in English. 

 
• Grade Point Average At least 3.00/4.00 for the final 

60 semester hours (or 90 quarter hours) of 
undergraduate study. 

 
• Tests Required GRE General. 
 
• Minimum English Competency Test Score  

 
• TOEFL 95, with subscores of Reading 24, 

Listening 24, Speaking 24, and Writing 22 (iBT 
Internet-based); 60, with subscores of Reading 
19, Listening 17, Writing 21 (New Paper-
Based—after August 2018); 600 (Institutional 
Testing Paper-Based—prior to August 2018), 
OR, 

 
• IELTS 7.0, with subscores of 6.5 for all four 

subscores, OR, 
 

• PTE-Academic 54, with subscores of Reading 
51, Listening 47, Speaking 53, and Writing 56. 

 
• Letters of Recommendation Three required, 

preferably from individuals acquainted with the 
applicant’s recent academic, professional, or creative 
work.  

Proposed 
 
MA in English 
 
SAME 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
• Tests Required None. 

 
SAME 
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Present 
 

• Statement of Purposed Required. 
 

• Domestic applicants must submit a statement of 
about 500 words presenting their reasons for 
wanting to take graduate work in English at UIC 
and the relationship of this advanced training to 
professional and other goals.  
 

• International applicants must submit a two- or 
three-page summary of their educational 
experience that emphasizes their work in 
English and American literature and language. 
They should conclude this summary with their 
reasons for wanting to do graduate work in the 
English department.  
 

• Other Requirements  
 

• Coversheet: All MA and PhD applicants must 
submit an Application Review 
Coversheet (.docx) with application materials. 
 

• Writing sample: All MA and PhD applicants 
must submit a sample of their written work.  
 
• Applicants for the English Studies 

concentration should submit a sample of no 
more than 20 pages appropriate to their 
proposed area of study. 

 
• Applicants for the Program for Writers 

should submit a sample of no more than 20 
pages of material in genre of interest (at 
least five poems, one or more stories, a 
chapter from a novel, comparable work, 
etc.). Applicants for the Program for 
Writers may submit an optional critical 
writing sample of no more than 20 pages.  

 
• CV/Resume 

 
• Deadlines Application deadlines for this program are 

listed on the Graduate College website.  
 
Additional information on the application process can be 
found on the Department of English website under 
“Admissions.” 
 

Proposed 
 
SAME 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://catalog.uic.edu/gcat/colleges-schools/liberal-arts-sciences/engl/ma/application-coversheet-new.docx
https://catalog.uic.edu/gcat/colleges-schools/liberal-arts-sciences/engl/ma/application-coversheet-new.docx
http://engl.uic.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/288/2019/09/Graduate-Admission-Review-Coversheet_2019.docx
http://grad.uic.edu/deadlines
https://engl.uic.edu/prospective/


Revision of Admission Requirements of the MA and PhD in English 10.01.19 4 

Present 
 
PhD in English 
 
Admission Requirements 
Applicants are considered on an individual basis. In 
addition to the Graduate College minimum 
requirements, applicants must meet the following 
program requirements: 
 
• Baccalaureate Field Applicants who intend to 

concentrate in English Studies must have an 
undergraduate major in English or the equivalent that 
includes a balanced program in English and 
American literature beyond the level of sophomore 
surveys. Applicants who intend to concentrate in 
Creative Writing may have an undergraduate major 
or a graduate degree in any field, if they show 
substantial evidence of ability to complete the work 
in literature required for the degree in English. 

 
• Grade Point Average At least 3.00/4.00 for the final 

60 semester hours (or 90 quarter hours) of 
undergraduate study. 

 
• Tests Required GRE General. 
 
• Minimum English Competency Test Score  

 
• TOEFL 95, with subscores of Reading 24, 

Listening 24, Speaking 24, and Writing 22 (iBT 
Internet-based); 60, with subscores of Reading 
19, Listening 17, Writing 21 (New Paper-
Based—after August 2018); 600 (Institutional 
Testing Paper-Based—prior to August 2018), 
OR, 

 
• IELTS 7.0, with subscores of 6.5 for all four 

subscores, OR, 
 

• PTE-Academic 54, with subscores of Reading 
51, Listening 47, Speaking 53, and Writing 56. 

 
• Letters of Recommendation Three required, 

preferably from individuals acquainted with the 
applicant’s recent academic, professional, or creative 
work.  

 
 
 

Proposed 
 
SAME 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
• Tests Required None. 

 
SAME 
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Present 
 
• Statement of Purposed Required. 

 
• Domestic applicants must submit a statement of 

about 500 words presenting their reasons for 
wanting to take graduate work in English at UIC 
and the relationship of this advanced training to 
professional and other goals.  
 

• International applicants must submit a two- or 
three-page summary of their educational 
experience that emphasizes their work in 
English and American literature and language. 
They should conclude this summary with their 
reasons for wanting to do graduate work in the 
English department.  
 

• Other Requirements  
 

• Coversheet: All MA and PhD applicants must 
submit an Application Review Coversheet 
(.docx) with application materials.  
 

• Writing sample: All MA and PhD applicants 
must submit a sample of their written work.  
 
• Applicants for the English Studies 

concentration should submit a sample of no 
more than 20 pages appropriate to their 
proposed area of study. 

 
• Applicants for the Program for Writers 

should submit a sample of no more than 20 
pages of material in genre of interest (at 
least five poems, one or more stories, a 
chapter from a novel, comparable work, 
etc.). Applicants for the Program for 
Writers may submit an optional critical 
writing sample of no more than 20 pages.  

 
• CV/Resume 

 
• Deadlines Application deadlines for this program are 

listed on the Graduate College website.  
 
Additional information on the application process can be 
found on the Department of English website under 
“Admissions.” 

Proposed 
 
SAME 
 
 
 

 

http://engl.uic.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/288/2019/09/Graduate-Admission-Review-Coversheet_2019.docx
http://grad.uic.edu/deadlines
https://engl.uic.edu/prospective/
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Minority Impact Statement: The GRE change will have a beneficial impact, if any, on prospective 
minority students in our graduate programs by eliminating one of the barriers to application. 
 
Budgetary and Staff Implications: None. 
 
Library Resource Implications: None. 
 
Space Implications: None.  
 
Unit (e.g. department) approval date: August 16, 2019 
 
College (educational policy committee, faculty) approval dates: 
 LAS Educational Policy Committee: Acknowledged October 7, 2019 
 
Contact Person: Peter Coviello (Coviello@uic.edu), Director of Graduate Studies 
 
Proposed Effective Term: Spring 2020 
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Title: Proposal to Revise the PhD in English  
 
Sponsor: Department of English 
 College of Liberal Arts and Sciences 
 
Executive 
Summary: The Department of English proposes to eliminate seminars that are no longer offered or 

whose content may be offered under another course title.  
 
Description: The department proposes the elimination of the following courses, which are selective for 

the PhD. 
 

ENGL 505, Seminar in Old English 
ENGL 510, Seminar in Language and Rhetoric 
ENGL 586, Seminar in Discourse, Culture, Mind 

 
 The minimum number of hours required for the degree is unchanged.  

 
Justification: The campus periodically conducts a review of all courses that have not been offered in 

three or more years. The courses listed above were identified as not having been offered 
for a number of years; and the department has no plan to offer them in the foreseeable 
future.  

 

https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20505
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20510
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20586


Revision of the PhD in English 10.15.2019 2 

Catalog Statement 
 

Present 
 
PhD in English 
 
Admission Requirements 
Applicants are considered on an individual basis. In 
addition to the Graduate College minimum 
requirements, applicants must meet the following 
program requirements: 
 
• Baccalaureate Field Applicants who intend to 

concentrate in English Studies must have an 
undergraduate major in English or the equivalent that 
includes a balanced program in English and 
American literature beyond the level of sophomore 
surveys. Applicants who intend to concentrate in 
Creative Writing may have an undergraduate major 
or a graduate degree in any field, if they show 
substantial evidence of ability to complete the work 
in literature required for the degree in English. 

 
• Grade Point Average At least 3.00/4.00 for the final 

60 semester hours (or 90 quarter hours) of 
undergraduate study. 

 
• Tests Required None. 
 
• Minimum English Competency Test Score  

 
• TOEFL 95, with subscores of Reading 24, 

Listening 24, Speaking 24, and Writing 22 (iBT 
Internet-based); 60, with subscores of Reading 
19, Listening 17, Writing 21 (New Paper-
Based—after August 2018); 600 (Institutional 
Testing Paper-Based—prior to August 2018), 
OR, 

 
• IELTS 7.0, with subscores of 6.5 for all four 

subscores, OR, 
 

• PTE-Academic 54, with subscores of Reading 
51, Listening 47, Speaking 53, and Writing 56. 

 
• Letters of Recommendation Three required, 

preferably from individuals acquainted with the 
applicant’s recent academic, professional, or creative 
work.  

 

Proposed 
 
SAME 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Revision of the PhD in English 10.15.2019 3 

Present 
 
• Statement of Purposed Required. 

 
• Domestic applicants must submit a statement of 

about 500 words presenting their reasons for 
wanting to take graduate work in English at UIC 
and the relationship of this advanced training to 
professional and other goals.  
 

• International applicants must submit a two- or 
three-page summary of their educational 
experience that emphasizes their work in 
English and American literature and language. 
They should conclude this summary with their 
reasons for wanting to do graduate work in the 
English department.  
 

• Other Requirements  
 

• Coversheet: All MA and PhD applicants must 
submit an Application Review Coversheet 
(.docx) with application materials.  
 

• Writing sample: All MA and PhD applicants 
must submit a sample of their written work.  
 
• Applicants for the English Studies 

concentration should submit a sample of no 
more than 20 pages appropriate to their 
proposed area of study. 

 
• Applicants for the Program for Writers 

should submit a sample of no more than 20 
pages of material in genre of interest (at 
least five poems, one or more stories, a 
chapter from a novel, comparable work, 
etc.). Applicants for the Program for 
Writers may submit an optional critical 
writing sample of no more than 20 pages.  

 
• CV/Resume 

 
• Deadlines Application deadlines for this program are 

listed on the Graduate College website.  
 
Additional information on the application process can be 
found on the Department of English website under 
“Admissions.” 
 

Proposed 
 
SAME 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Additional information on the application process can be 
found on the Department of English website under 
“Prospective.” 
 

http://engl.uic.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/288/2019/09/Graduate-Admission-Review-Coversheet_2019.docx
http://grad.uic.edu/deadlines
https://engl.uic.edu/prospective/
https://engl.uic.edu/prospective/


Revision of the PhD in English 10.15.2019 4 

Present 
 
Degree Requirements 
In addition to the Graduate College minimum 
requirements, applicants must meet the following 
program requirements: 
 
• Minimum Semester Hours Required 96 from the 

baccalaureate, 64 from the MA.  
 
• Course Work Credit toward the PhD is not given 

for any course in which the student receives a grade 
of less than B.  

 
Course Title 

 
Required Courses 
Students take a total of 16 hours of required courses as 
follows:  

ENGL 503 Proseminar: Theory and Practice of 
Criticism 

 
Select one of the following Bridge Series courses: 

ENGL 507 Theory, Rhetoric, and Aesthetics 
ENGL 517 British Literature and Culture 
ENGL 527 American Literature and Culture 
ENGL 537 Global and Multiethnic Literatures 

and  
 Cultures 
ENGL 547 Media, Film, and Performance Studies 
ENGL 557 Language and Literacy 
ENGL 567 Discourse Analysis 

 
Select two additional seminars from Discourse, Text, 
and Context and/or Theoretical Engagements:  
 

Discourse, Text, and Context Series 
ENGL 505 Seminar in Old English 
ENGL 510 Seminar in Language and Rhetoric 
ENGL 515 Seminar in Medieval Studies 
ENGL 520 Seminar in Renaissance Studies 
ENGL 525 Seminar in Restoration and 

Eighteenth-Century Studies 
ENGL 530 Seminar in British Romantic Studies 
ENGL 535 Seminar in Victorian Studies 
ENGL 540 Seminar in Modern and/or 

Contemporary Studies in English 
ENGL 545 Seminar in American Studies to 1865 
ENGL 550 Seminar in American Studies After 

1865 

Proposed 
 
SAME 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Discourse, Text, and Context Series 
ENGL 505 Seminar in Old English 
ENGL 510 Seminar in Language and Rhetoric 
ENGL 515 Seminar in Medieval Studies 
ENGL 520 Seminar in Renaissance Studies 
ENGL 525 Seminar in Restoration and 

Eighteenth-Century Studies 
ENGL 530 Seminar in British Romantic Studies 
ENGL 535 Seminar in Victorian Studies 
ENGL 540 Seminar in Modern and/or 

Contemporary Studies in English 
ENGL 545 Seminar in American Studies to 1865 
ENGL 550 Seminar in American Studies After 

1865 

https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20503
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20507
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20517
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20527
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20537
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20547
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20557
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20567
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20505
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20510
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20515
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20520
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20525
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20530
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20535
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20540
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20545
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20550
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20505
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20510
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20515
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20520
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20525
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20530
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20535
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20540
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20545
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20550
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Present 
 

Theoretical Engagements Series 
ENGL 579 The Past Decade 
ENGL 580 Seminar in Genres of Literature, Film, 

and Media 
ENGL 581 Seminar in Interdisciplinary English 

Studies 
ENGL 582 Seminar in Multiethnic and 

Transatlantic Cultures 
ENGL 583 Seminar in Theories of the Popular 
ENGL 584 Seminar in Visual Technologies 
ENGL 585 Seminar in Theoretical Sites 
ENGL 586 Seminar in Discourse, Culture, Mind 
ENGL 588 Seminar in Great Cities/Global 

Cultures 
 
• Creative Writing: Students in Creative Writing are 

also required to take three workshops (12 hours), not 
including translation and publishing workshops; 
students in fiction must take 8 hours in fiction 
workshops, students in poetry must take at least 8 
hours in poetry workshops, and nonfiction writers 
must take 8 hours in nonfiction workshops.  

 
• Preliminary Examination Required; written and 

oral. 
 

• Dissertation Required. Students must have 32 hours 
of ENGL 599 to graduate, but no more than 32 hours 
will be applied to the degree.  

 
• Degree candidates in English Studies write 

dissertations involving innovative research in 
criticism, theory, rhetoric, and/or 
literary/cultural histories.  

 
• Candidates pursuing Creative Writing are 

expected to produce as a dissertation one of the 
following: a novel, a volume of short stories or 
poems, a play or group of plays, or a unified 
collection of essays.  

 
• Other Requirements 

• Language: Students must present evidence of 
advanced knowledge of a language other than 
English. See the English Department website for 
more information on completing the language 
requirement.  

 

Proposed 
 

Theoretical Engagements Series 
ENGL 579 The Past Decade 
ENGL 580 Seminar in Genres of Literature, Film, 

and Media 
ENGL 581 Seminar in Interdisciplinary English 

Studies 
ENGL 582 Seminar in Multiethnic and 

Transatlantic Cultures 
ENGL 583 Seminar in Theories of the Popular 
ENGL 584 Seminar in Visual Technologies 
ENGL 585 Seminar in Theoretical Sites 
ENGL 586 Seminar in Discourse, Culture, Mind 
ENGL 588 Seminar in Great Cities/Global 

Cultures 
 
SAME 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20579
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20580
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20581
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20582
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20583
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20584
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20585
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20586
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20588
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20599
https://engl.uic.edu/english/phd-program/language-requirement
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20579
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20580
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20581
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20582
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20583
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20584
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20585
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20586
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20588
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Present 
 

• Teaching: Students lacking teaching experience 
must take ENGL 555 during their first year. All 
students must serve as teaching assistants for at 
least four semesters. All teaching assistants 
teach sections of ENGL 160 and ENGL 161. 
Teaching assistants are often assigned to other 
lower-level courses in English appropriate to 
their concentration.  

 
Interdepartmental Concentrations 
Students earning a graduate degree in this department 
may complement their courses by enrolling in select 
concentrations after consulting with their graduate 
advisor. Interdepartmental concentrations available for 
this degree include: 
 
• Black Studies 
• Gender and Women’s Studies 
• Latin American and Latino Studies 
• Second Language Teaching 

 
 

Proposed 
 
SAME 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Minority Impact Statement: None foreseeable. 
 
Budgetary and Staff Implications: None. 
 
Library Resource Implications: None. 
 
Space Implications: None.  
 
Unit (e.g. department) approval date: October 15, 2019 
 
College (educational policy committee, faculty) approval dates: 
 LAS Educational Policy Committee: Acknowledged October 21, 2019 
 
Contact Person: Peter Coviello (Coviello@uic.edu), Director of Graduate Studies 
 
Proposed Effective Term: Fall 2020 
 
 

https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20555
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20160
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20161
https://catalog.uic.edu/gcat/colleges-schools/liberal-arts-sciences/black-studies-conc/
https://catalog.uic.edu/gcat/colleges-schools/liberal-arts-sciences/gws-conc/
https://catalog.uic.edu/gcat/colleges-schools/liberal-arts-sciences/lals/
https://catalog.uic.edu/gcat/colleges-schools/liberal-arts-sciences/slt-conc/
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Revision of the PhD in English 
Courses 

 
 
Dropped 
 
ENGL 505. Seminar in Old English. 4 hours. 
A topic in Old English: emphasis on literature or philology. Content varies. 
 
ENGL 510. Seminar in Language and Rhetoric. 4 hours. 
Study of a topic or movement in linguistic or rhetorical theory. Content varies. Course Information: May 
be repeated to a maximum of 12 hours. Prerequisite(s): ENGL 401or ENGL 402 or consent of the 
instructor. 
 
ENGL 586. Seminar in Discourse, Culture, Mind. 4 hours. 
Interdisciplinary readings relating language and cognition from writing, rhetoric, cognitive psychology, 
and linguistics on a particular topic. Course Information: May be repeated to a maximum of 12 hours. 
Prerequisite(s): ENGL 484. 
 

https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%20402
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Title: Proposal to Revise the Major in Philosophy 
 
Sponsor: Department of Philosophy 
 College of Liberal Arts and Sciences 
 
Executive 
Summary: The Department of Philosophy proposes the removal of two courses from the list of 

course that are selective for the Major in Philosophy: 
 PHIL 430, Ethics 
 PHIL 431, Social/Political Philosophy 
  
 A recent review of course offerings revealed that these courses have not been offered for 

a number of years. The department has no intention of offering the course in the future 
and will therefore eliminate the courses. 

  
 The total number of hours required for the Major in Philosophy will remain unchanged at 

33. 
 
Description: The department proposes the elimination of the following courses, which are currently 

selective for the Major in Philosophy: 
 PHIL 430, Ethics 
 PHIL 431, Social/Political Philosophy 
 

 
Justification: The campus periodically conducts a review of all courses that have not been offered in 

three or more years. The courses listed above were identified as not having been offered 
for a number of years; and the department has no plan to offer them in the foreseeable 
future. Because the courses are selective for the Major in Philosophy, their elimination 
necessitates a program revision. 
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Degree Requirements 
To earn a Bachelor of Arts in Liberal Arts and Sciences 
degree from UIC, students must complete university, 
college, and department degree requirements. The 
Department of Philosophy degree requirements are 
outlined below. Students should consult the College of 
Liberal Arts and Sciences section for additional degree 
requirements and college academic policies.  
 
Summary of Requirements 
Major Requirements 33 
General Education and Electives to reach 87 
minimum Total Hours 
Total Hours 120 
 
General Education 
See General Education and Writing-in-the-Discipline in 
the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences section for 
information on meeting these requirements. 
 
Major Requirements 
Of the 33 semester hours required for the major, students 
must complete at least 12 semester hours at the 400-
level. Courses must be distributed across several broad 
areas as follows: 
 
Required Courses 
PHIL 102 Introductory Logic a 3 
PHIL 210 Symbolic Logic 3 
PHIL 300 Fundamentals of Philosophical  3 
 Discourse b 
 
History of Philosophy 
Select three courses, each of which must come from 9 
a different group: 
 
Group 1 

PHIL 220 Ancient Philosophy I: Plato and His  
 Predecessors 
PHIL 221 Ancient Philosophy II: Aristotle and  
 His Successors 
PHIL 428 Topics in Ancient Philosophy 

 
Group 2 

PHIL 422 Medieval Philosophy 
 
 
 

Proposed 
 
SAME 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://catalog.uic.edu/ucat/colleges-depts/liberal-arts-sciences/
https://catalog.uic.edu/ucat/colleges-depts/liberal-arts-sciences/
https://catalog.uic.edu/ucat/colleges-depts/liberal-arts-sciences/
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PHIL%2520102
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PHIL%2520210
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PHIL%2520300
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PHIL%2520220
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PHIL%2520221
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PHIL%2520428
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PHIL%2520422
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Group 3 

PHIL 223 History of Modern Philosophy I:  
 Descartes and His Successors 
PHIL 423 Studies in Early Modern Philosophy 

 
Group 4 

PHIL 224 History of Modern Philosophy II: Kant  
 and His Predecessors 
PHIL 424 Kant 

 
Group 5 

PHIL 225 Nineteenth Century Philosophy 
PHIL 425 Studies in Nineteenth-Century  
 Philosophy 

 
Select two of the following: 6 

PHIL 201 Theory of Knowledge 
PHIL 202 Philosophy of Psychology 
PHIL 203 Metaphysics 
PHIL 204 Introduction to the Philosophy of  
 Science 
PHIL 206 Introduction to the Philosophy of  
 Language 
PHIL 211 Inductive Logic and Decision Making 
PHIL 226 Twentieth-Century Analytic  
 Philosophy 
PHIL 227 Continental Philosophy I:  
 Phenomenology and Existentialism 
PHIL 240 Philosophy and Revelation: Jewish and  
 Christian Perspectives 
PHIL 241 Philosophy of Religion 
PHIL 401 Theory of Knowledge 
PHIL 402 Topics in Philosophy of Mind 
PHIL 403 Metaphysics 
PHIL 404 Philosophy of Science 
PHIL 406 Philosophy of Language 
PHIL 426 Analysis and Logical Empiricism 
PHIL 427 Continental Philosophy II: European 
 Thought Since 1960 
PHIL 441 Topics in Philosophy of Religion 

 
Select one of the following: 3 

PHIL 230 Topics in Ethics and Political 
 Philosophy 
PHIL 232 Sex Roles: Moral and Political Issues 
PHIL 234 Philosophy and Film 
PHIL 430 Ethics 
PHIL 431 Social/Political Philosophy 

Proposed 
 
SAME 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Select one of the following: 3 

PHIL 230 Topics in Ethics and Political 
 Philosophy 
PHIL 232 Sex Roles: Moral and Political Issues 
PHIL 234 Philosophy and Film 
PHIL 430 Ethics 
PHIL 431 Social/Political Philosophy 

https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PHIL%2520223
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PHIL%2520423
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PHIL%2520224
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PHIL%2520424
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PHIL%2520225
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PHIL%2520425
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PHIL%2520201
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PHIL%2520202
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PHIL%2520203
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PHIL%2520204
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PHIL%2520206
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PHIL%2520211
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PHIL%2520226
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PHIL%2520227
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PHIL%2520240
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PHIL%2520241
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PHIL%2520401
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PHIL%2520402
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PHIL%2520403
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PHIL%2520404
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PHIL%2520406
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PHIL%2520426
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PHIL%2520427
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PHIL%2520441
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PHIL%2520230
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PHIL%2520232
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PHIL%2520234
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PHIL%2520430
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PHIL%2520431
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PHIL%2520230
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PHIL%2520232
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PHIL%2520234
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PHIL%2520430
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PHIL%2520431
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PHIL 432 Topics in Ethics 
PHIL 433 Topics in Social/Political Philosophy 

Two additional philosophy courses, at least one of  6 
which must be above the 100-level 
 
Total Hours 33 
a PHIL 102 also fulfills the LAS Quantitative Reasoning 

requirement. 
b PHIL 300 also fulfills the Writing-in-the-Discipline 

requirement. 
 
Recommended Plan of Study 
 
First Year 
Fall Semester 
ENGL 160 Academic Writing I: Writing in  3 
 Academic and Public Contexts  
Foreign Language  4 
General Education Requirement course 4-5 
General Education Requirement course 3-5 
 Hours 14-17 
 
Spring Semester 
ENGL 161 Academic Writing II: Writing for  3 
 Inquiry and Research  
PHIL 1xx  3 
Foreign Language 4 
General Education Requirement course 3 
General Education Requirement course 3-5 
 Hours 16-18 
 
Second Year 
Fall Semester 
 
PHIL 102 Introductory Logic a 3 
PHIL 2xx  3 
Foreign Language  4 
General Education Requirement course  3 
General Education Requirement course  3 
General Education Requirement course  3 
 Hours 15 
 
Spring Semester 
PHIL 210 Symbolic Logic a 3 
PHIL 2xx  3 
Foreign Language 4 
General Education Requirement course/Elective 3 
 Hours 15 

Proposed 
 
SAME 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PHIL%2520432
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PHIL%2520433
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PHIL%2520102
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PHIL%2520300
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%2520160
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=ENGL%2520161
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PHIL%2520102
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PHIL%2520210
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Third Year 
Fall Semester 
PHIL 300 Fundamentals of Philosophical  3 
 Discourse a 
PHIL 2xx  3 
General Education Requirement course/Elective  3 
Electives   6-9 
 Hours 16 
 
Spring Semester 
PHIL 4xx  3 
PHIL 4xx  3 
General Education Requirement course/Elective 3 
Electives  6 
 Hours 15 
 
Fourth Year 
Fall Semester 
PHIL 4xx  3 
Electives   12 
 Hours 15 
 
Spring Semester 
PHIL 4xx  3 
Electives   12 
 Hours 15 
 
 Total Hours 120 
a Courses are offered every semester: PHIL 102 (satisfies 

Quantitative Reasoning requirement with a grade of C or 
better), PHIL 210, and PHIL 300 (satisfies the Writing-in-
the-Discipline requirement).  

 
Note: Students must earn at least 40 advanced hours at a 
four-year college or university. These hours may include 
hours in the major. 
 
Note: The General Education Requirement is nine 
courses, two laboratory courses from Analyzing the 
Natural World, one course from each of Understanding 
the Individual and Society, Understanding the Past, 
Understanding the Creative Arts, Exploring World 
Cultures, and Understanding U.S. Society. Two 
additional courses will be taken from any of these 
categories. Two Philosophy courses may be used to 
satisfy two of the nine courses in the General Education 
Requirement. Consult the catalog for the list. 

Proposed 
 
SAME 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PHIL%2520300
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PHIL%2520102
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PHIL%2520210
https://catalog.uic.edu/search/?P=PHIL%2520300


Revision of Major in Philosophy 05.14.18 Page 6 

 
 
Minority Impact Statement: These proposed changes will not impact minorities in any way that we can 
discern. 
 
 
Budgetary and Staff Implications: There are no budgetary or staff implications stemming from these 
changes. 
 
 
Library Resource Implications: There are no library resource implications. 
 
 
Space Implications: There are no space implications. 
 
 
Unit Approval date: July 11, 2019 
 
College (educational policy committee, faculty) approval dates: 
 LAS Educational Policy Committee: August 26, 2019 
 
Faculty Contact Person: John Whipple, Director of Undergraduate Studies (jwhipple@uic.edu) 
 
Proposed Effective Date: Fall 2020 
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Revision of the Major in Philosophy 
Courses 

 
 
Dropped Courses 
 
PHIL 430. Ethics. 3 or 4 hours. 
Selected topics in moral philosophy, such as normative ethics, value theory or meta-ethics. Course 
Information: 3 undergraduate hours. 4 graduate hours. May be repeated up to 1 time(s) with approval. 
Approval to repeat course granted by the department. Prerequisite(s): One 200-level course in philosophy 
or consent of the instructor. Recommended background: Credit in a course in moral, social, or political 
philosophy. 
 
PHIL 431. Social/Political Philosophy. 3 or 4 hours. 
Selected topics in social and political philosophy. Course Information: 3 undergraduate hours. 4 graduate 
hours. May be repeated up to 1 time(s) with approval. Approval to repeat course granted by the 
department. Prerequisite(s): One 200-level course in philosophy or consent of the instructor. 
Recommended background: Credit in a course in moral, social, or political philosophy. 
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